
 

Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:   

Victoria Liu 

Playgroups at Gordon this week 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola:    

9:30am—11:30am for regular Playgroup, then  

11:30am—1:30pm (Tuesdays) for Baby Playgroup. 

Fees:  $8 per class, $12 for two or more children,  

or $60 for the full term. 
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Engaging Community, Exploring Faith 

Playgroup Help Needed! 
Can you spare half an hour between 10:30—11:00am 

on Tuesday or Wednesday mornings?   

Nicola would love to have your help to  

make morning cuppas for our Playgroup 

parents and carers.  Please contact 

Nicola on 0417 496 390 if you’re able to lend a hand. 

A Message from Karen 
Hi all, 

What a busy week!  I have been making my way through 

the various groups to meet people and explore the great 

ministry of Gordon-Pymble.  You are a busy lot! 

I’ve also managed to have some time with the Chaplains 

at both Ravenswood and Pymble Ladies College, with my 

first official introduction at a Ravenswood staff meeting. 

I have loved getting to meet a number of you along the 

way and thank you for your warm and hospitable 

welcome. 

Included in the week was a conversation around what is 

going to happen over Easter.  For me a key part of 

worship is that it is the work of the people.  Several years 

ago, I did a collection of drawings about the Easter story 

through Lent.  It was quite a profound experience that 

also impacted on my family. 

So, for Easter this year I am inviting anyone who would 

like to, to reflect on a section of the Easter story, using 

your creative gifts whether that is art, poetry or music. 

We will use these throughout the week of Easter to 

help draw people into the story.  There are 13 

readings, from Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet, 

through to his resurrection.  It is not about how 

impressive your ability is, more about what insights 

you gain from creatively engaging with the text.  I look 

forward to us journeying together on this endeavour. 

Please reach out to be part of it. 

It was great to talk with some people last week about 

where they encounter God.  I wonder this week how 

you express your faith?  Are you the kind of person 

who is comfortable talking about faith or are you a 

person of action?  Do still waters run deep, are you a 

person who says little but thinks deeply?  Is your life 

too busy to even consider this question?  Do you like 

to sink deeply into theological language and concepts 

or do you like to translate them into language that 

people who are not part of the Church understand?  

How would you like to be able to express your faith 

and what do you need to do to get there? 

Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

Lesley:  Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
Courtney:  Monday & Tuesday 
Nicola:  Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Sonja:  Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

Staff 
Work 
Days 

Mondays will be  
Karen’s “day of rest”. 

Karen’s Day Off 

“Don’t wait for the  

right opportunity... create it.” 

George Bernard Shaw 



Worship timetable 
March services all 9:30am at Pymble 

19 March—Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

26 March— Rev Karen Mitchell-Lambert 

Thoughts & Prayers 
We pray for 

• David Conde, for his continuing healing. 

• Pru Tout, as she struggles with her bad bout of 

shingles.  (Give Pru a call, she’d love a chat.) 

• Rev Duncan McDiarmid as he transitions out of 

Ministry due to ill health. 

• Those experiencing the threat of fire & we give 

thanks for those who give their time to try to 

manage these events. 

• Remote communities in the Northern Territory 

which continue to be impacted & isolated by 

flooding.  We pray for safety & reconnection for 

those cut off from resources. 

• The people of Vanuatu in the wake of two cyclones 

& an earthquake, & our UCA partners in Vanuatu 

as they respond to the crisis. 

Last Saturday evening saw a wonderful Messy Church 

gathering of seven families to meet Karen and find out 

some of her great loves, such as...  Chocolate or chips?  

Pokémon or mine craft?  Football or soccer?  Maths or 

English?  Delving deeper, questioning of Karen 

revealed even more information...  Have you been 

involved in Messy Church?  “Yes!  I was one of the first 

people to introduce Messy to Australia.”  What is your 

favourite Messy Church?  “Jonah and the Whale.”   

What is your favourite Jesus story and why?   

“The story of children 

coming to Jesus... 

because when I work 

with children I learn 

about God.” 

Nicola reports, “We 

looked at the story of 

Messy Meets 

Karen! 

Jesus being tempted in the desert and asked ourselves 

questions such as ‘How do you decide what is risky to 

do and what is safe?’  And played a game of Jenga 

while we pondered.  Then we created collages of the 

desert and asked ‘Where do we 

find strength in the hard times?’  

We also talked of ‘How do we 

resist temptations?’ and wrote 

prayers for the world.  It was a 

fun night for all.” 

Easter Experience Returns 
Sunday 26 March—Wednesday 29 March 

We need your prayers and help! 

Can you play a disciple or a thug?  

We still need a few more!  Even if 

you’re only available for one 

performance, it would be a great 

help.  If you haven’t joined in before, come and have 

some fun! 

If you can’t help with the actual performing, we’d  

be very grateful for your help with 

setting up and pulling down of all the 

staging and props.  The more hands 

the merrier! 

We also need some people to help make 

food for the school children. 

And, remember, don’t prune your 

garden just yet, wait for Easter 

Experience… we can use your greenery! 



Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

 

40 days of prayer, simplicity & generosity 

22 FEBRUARY—6 APRIL 2023 

Our world is hurting.  Ongoing conflicts, rising poverty and 
hunger, climate crisis…  We want to make a difference,  

but it can be hard to know where to start.   
Lent is an opportunity to train our hearts towards compassion, 

generosity and loving our neighbours.   
To focus on what each of us can do to make a difference. 

Join us for 40 days of prayer, simplicity and generosity  
for our hurting world. 

How you can make a difference: 

Join in prayers for 
our partners 

across the globe. 

PRAY 

Give up something in 
solidarity with those 

who have less.   
Raise funds to help end 

poverty & injustice. 

LIVE SIMPLY 

Help resource our partners 
to fight poverty & injustice 

in their communities. 
Donate via https://

donate.unitingworld.org.au 

GIVE 

Scrabble is coming Term 2 
Our new regular Scrabble Group will be  

starting from Term 2.   

We’ll keep you posted as to the day and timing.   

Get in touch with Lesley on 0480 223 981  

if you’d like to join in. 

A Thank You from John Blair 
Dear Nicola and Gordon-Pymble UC, 

Thank you for the donation received from your kind 

Congregation.  We are so grateful for that, and the 

many other kind arrangements made, and fellowship 

shared with us recently. 

Not only do we have some photos, but wonderful 

continuing memories of your work teams, and their 

great efforts in helping folks in numerous places in 

the Far West—I think God only knows the love, 

patience, planning, and prayed-for energy that so 

many in your Congregation supplied in the early 

2000’s...and more recently, also, with some school 

camps and cooking duties, etc. 

Becky and I hope your Lenten drama experience has 

resumed on schedule, and your parish children can 

experience those and other creative lessons with your 

new ministry Team! 

What a great joy it was to be with you!  Thanks to 

each and all! 

Most sincerely, 

John, Tura Beach NSW 

Friendship Circle 
Do join us in the MacArthur Lounge at Pymble  

from 10:30am on Monday 20 March  

to hear from John Buchanan who, with his brilliant 

photography, will take us “Around and About”. 

Then stay on and join us for (BYO sandwich) lunch!  

Everyone is welcome. 

Rev Duncan takes a break 
We’ve received word that health issues have led  

Rev Duncan McDiarmid to conclude his Ministry with 

the Eurobodalla UC in the NSW South Coast areas of 

Batemans Bay and Moruya.   

Duncan says, “I’m going off to try and heal a bit, to 

see if I can make a comeback to Ministry.  Diabetes is 

a bugger!!!”  Duncan plans to move to northern NSW, 

where he will be closer to his family in Queensland. 

Here are some photos shared by Eurobodalla UC 

from Duncan’s recent closure of Ministry service.  We 

wish Duncan well as he recovers his health. 

Friday Fun 

Connections 
This month’s FFC will be Friday 

17 March at 6:30pm, when we will be supporting 

Clean Up Australia.  We’ll get out our hessian sacks 

and gloves to help clean up our neighbourhood.  Last 

year, it was surprising how much rubbish we found 

and how much fun it was to all work together for a 

cleaner world.   

If there is a particular place locally that 

you think needs some love, please let 

Courtney know (call 0402 644 633, or 

email courtney@gpuc.org.au). 



A Thank You from Lifeline 
Wendy Wallin and Andrew Cripwell have shared this 

heartfelt letter of thanks to the GPUC congregation 

from Lifeline... 

Dear Wendy and Andrew, 

I haven’t had the chance recently to adequately thank 

you and the GPUC Congregation for your unwavering 

support and donations to our Emergency Relief service.  

So here’s a massive “Thank you” and a snapshot of how 

it helps… 

Despite the perception of being “well off” we’re seeing 

growing numbers of the local community in financial 

distress and increasing requests for food support.  In 

February alone, we supplied 34 bags of (your) food to 

clients.  This included 11 people who ‘walked-in’ to 

reception seeking help with food.  Your food donations 

are providing a real lifeline to local families and 

individuals. 

Our most basic food bag includes one of each item 

(more for families): cereal (Weetbix), longlife milk (full 

cream), baked beans, tuna/ham, pasta/rice, pasta 

sauce, tinned veg (carrots/peas/corn), tinned (or jar) 

fruit, longlife custard, sweet/savoury biscuits. 

I fully understand the congregation is not immune to 

economic conditions, if anyone’s unable to currently 

donate, please know we understand—and if anyone 

needs support we’re here for them too. 

Hope to see you soon, 

Annette Brink, Emergency Relief Coordinator, 

Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury 

Join in our  

ANZAC Poppy Project  

& BYO Lunch 
Our crocheted ANZAC Poppy Wreath project is 

continuing this coming Monday 13 March, from 

10am at Gordon.  Come along and join us—our ladies 

have already been very productive and have made a 

great start on what will be a stunning ANZAC wreath.   

We’ll be having a BYO lunch at 12:30pm after our 

poppy session, so come and make poppies, come for 

lunch, or come for both!  Contact Lyn Kwong for 

more details, she’s in The Directory. 

Pictured here is our assortment of crocheted 

poppies… we have lots of different colours, sizes  

and patterns so far, but 

need more, so we hope  

to see more of our 

talented crafters joining in 

this week! 

Conversations in the Courtyard 
Friday, 17 March, 11:15am 

Come along next Friday to hear Tim 

England, as our special guest speaker in the 

Gordon Courtyard.  A dementia champion, 

Tim is a leading voice on dementia in Australia for over 

12 years.  Tim is a freelance dementia consultant and 

educator, who demystifies and de-stigmatises dementia, 

to advocate for people living with dementia. 

Holding a Bachelor of Dementia Care, Tim is the first 

recipient of the world’s first Masters of Dementia 

degree.  Tim is an information-bridge between the 

scientific community and the general public with regard 

to dementia related topics.  He features in the award-

winning dementia documentary ‘Ticktyboo—a Secret in 

Plain Sight’.   

Tim has also been a consultant for various university 

research projects, such as the Art & Object Engagement 

project at Macquarie University, and is currently an 

Associated Investigator for a dementia research project 

with the University of Queensland. 

Happy 39th Birthday 

Community Centre! 
It was a very special morning  

on Friday, as we celebrated  

39 happy years since UGCC 

(originally Leisure & Learning) 

opened it’s ‘doors’ and arms 

to welcome everyone from 

the local community to join us 

for weekly activities and 

fellowship. 

On hand to help  

us mark this 

important 

milestone was 

Barbara Ward, 

Deputy Mayor of  

Ku-ring-gai Council 

(Gordon Ward). 

Once the birthday 

cake was cut,  

our ever-cheerful 

crowd of  

UGCC-ers enjoyed 

a delicious 

morning tea 

together. 



COVID Safety 
No COVID-safety restrictions apply on GPUC's premises 

except for the back three rows at worship services where 

people must wear masks, physically distance and not sing. 

Opportunities to be part of a small 
group exploring our faith 

Heart & Mind 
Meets at 6:00pm on the 3rd Sunday each month  

to explore life by reading a book in depth. 
Contact Heather McMaster for further details. 

Bible Study 
Meets weekly on Thursday mornings,  

from 10:00—11:00am via Zoom.   
The group uses the ‘With Love to the World’ quarterly 

booklets to explore the lectionary readings. 
Contact Sue Conde for the Zoom link. 

Meeting ID: 840 3785 1647     Passcode: 958377 

We have two discussion groups which focus on  
exploring faith in our contemporary world: 

PUNCH 
Meets 6:00—7:30pm on the 2nd and 4th Sundays each 

month during term time in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge. 
Contact Margi Abraham for more details. 

Tuesday Conversations 
Meets weekly at Gordon.  Join us at 6:30pm for BYO 

dinner, or come at 7:30pm for our discussion.  Meeting 
in person and on Zoom.  Contact Nicola for the link.   

Meeting ID: 851 6082 5923    Passcode: 212262 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading  
to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Lindara Market Preparations 
Lindfield UC is calling for volunteers to help with pricing 

and sorting of donated items for the next  

Lindara Market on Saturday 25 March 8am—1pm. 

Pricing and Sorting Sessions will be held on Fridays  

between 12 and 2pm on March 17 and 24. 

Helpers are also needed to set-up from 6pm on Friday 

24 March… muscles are especially welcome! 

All proceeds go to the Lindara Families Program, which 

supports families in crisis, or at risk of being homeless, 

in the Hornsby-Ku-ring-gai area. 

Clean, saleable items of general household goods can be 

dropped to the Lindfield UC carport, 454 Pacific Highway 

Lindfield.  The best drop-off timing is Thursdays and 

Fridays, ready for sorting sessions. 

For more details or to volunteer, please email:  

lindfield.uniting@bigpond.com 

Save the Date for Harmony Day! 
Thursday, 23 March, 10am– 2pm at Gordon 

Lesley and her partners have outdone themselves with 

an incredible amount of fun activities and extraordinary 

entertainment lined up for the day. 

We’ll be spoiled for choice with Spanish dancers, 

Korean drummers, Chinese dancers, a Bollywood singer 

and dancer, a free Yoga session (wear loose clothing 

and BYO mat), an art session with a Uruguayan artist, 

and a seed give-away and planting demonstration  

with TAFE! 

If you know of someone willing to lead a cooking 

demonstration in an ethnic cuisine, Lesley would love to 

hear from you asap. 

So far we only have 1 lonely volunteer BBQ cook, but 

with over 100 sausages and tons of onions to cook, we 

think they’re going to need help!!  If you can lend a 

hand, especially in the kitchen, please do give Lesley  

a call on 0480 223 981. 

Australia’s Biggest Morning 

Tea celebrates 30 years on 

Thursday, 25 May.  We’d 

like to join in, but need 

someone to host this event at 

the church, anytime during that week.  If you’re able to 

help us, please speak to Lesley for more information. 

A Shared Path’s March issue is out now.   

It’s available to read online via our website 

and printed copies are at Gordon and 

Pymble.  If you’d like a copy posted to you, 

please call or email either office. 

mailto:lindfield.uniting@bigpond.com

