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Church Community Picnic

A message from Steve

Sunday, 15 May from 12:00 noon
Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden
420 Mona Vale Rd, St Ives (Entry off Richmond Ave)
Come along and join us for a
Church Picnic — it’s for
everyone, all ages, and we’re
looking forward to sharing time
together as a Church family.
We’ve booked the Dampier’s Clearing picnic area, near
the Visitor Centre. There’s plenty of parking (and toilet
facilities) nearby. Tables and seating are provided, just
bring your own picnic fare, drinks, tea or coffee –
whatever you’ll need to enjoy the afternoon.
Please email via info@gpuc.org.au to let us know if
you’ll be joining us. If you need
help with transport, or further
information, please contact
Andrew and Sue Cr or
David and Sue Co.

This week we worship at both Gordon at 9:30am and
Pymble at 11:00am. While we worship at two sites
twice a month we very much remain one congregation,
united in our love for each other and around our
common mission in our part of the world. Rather than
only being defined by our previous church buildings,
people may now choose one service owing to it being a
more convenient time, earlier or later. Gordon, Pymble
or Online, we strive to be one community in Christ.

Thoughts & Prayers
Pray for
• All mothers around the world as they tirelessly
support their families, & especially for those
dealing with war, famine, floods & poverty;
• John B & his family, as they adjust to life without

Edwina;
• The work of UnitingWorld & Sureka Goringe’s

leadership;
• Those in the Uniting Church, & those we partner

with, who respond to the Gospel & live out their
faith by working for a more just world; &
• Those gathering this weekend for the reconvened

16th Assembly meeting. May the 16th Assembly
members connect in prayer & fellowship, & listen
closely for God's Spirit leading the Uniting Church.

A reminder that there are NO services at the Gordon or
Pymble sites next Sunday but we will be worshipping at
PLC Chapel with the boarding community at 9:30am,
Avon Road, Pymble. There is plenty of parking onsite.
The best parking for those who will use a lift or would
prefer a shorter walk is GATE 1 (closer to the station),
and for others, GATE 3 (right at the bottom of Avon
Road). We are planning an engaging service for all age
groups! Our picnic follows at Ku-ring-gai Wildflower
Garden at 12 noon—see the item at left for full details.
This week we have submitted a New Growth grant
application to the Synod for funds to contribute to a
100% second minister. If successful the grant would
support us for 5 years. Thanks to all those who have
helped with this detailed application and let us pray for
a good outcome and our ongoing plans for someone to
work specifically with our younger generations.
Warm Mother’s Day wishes to all the mums among us.
May you have a blessed day.

Many thanks for the birthday wishes sent for my “zero”
birthday. I have enjoyed my week and appreciate all the
comments.
Steve Aynsley
Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:
Alan Peterson

With Love to the World
With Love to the World’s next issue (Pentecost MayAug 2022) has arrived. Subscribers who normally
collect their copies in person
will find them as follows:

A very
Happy Birthday
to Steve,
who has turned

60

For Pymble regulars, labelled
copies are available from the
blue bench in the foyer;
and for Gordon regulars,
labelled copies are available
from the reception counter.

this week!

Celebrating its return at long last, our “Australia’s
Biggest Morning Tea” event will be twice as good this
year. Why? Because we’re hosting two, of course!

MJC students displaying their new ‘L’ plates.

Margaret Jurd College
In preparation for our visit from Margaret Jurd College
on Sunday 5 June, we will be focusing on different
aspects of the school over the coming month. MJC
offers high school education to students who mostly
have been subject to significant adverse childhood
experiences resulting in trauma. Their mission is ‘to
provide young people with educational opportunities
in a holistic, caring supportive environment which
empowers them to make confident, positive life
choices.’
In their 2020/2021 Annual Report, principal Darren
Twist reflects on their renewed viewpoint post covid
lockdowns—a familiar reflection for many in our GPUC
community. “As we sat on the other end of a
computer screen learning from home again in 2021,
our staff and students came up with the consensus that
we were Better Together,” said Darren.
“This applies not only to our focus on the intense
integration between academic outcomes and social
capacity building, but also to the fact that we are able
to create better working relationships with our
students and colleagues when we are together—when
we can speak to each other in real time, when our
students are there to engage with us and when we get
to see them face-to-face.”
Deborah F, Margaret Jurd Working Group

11:00am at Gordon
on both Monday 23 May & Friday 27 May
Save the dates and come along and hear some very
inspiring stories. If you feel you would like to share
something from your own journey, please let Lyn K or
Lesley B know (we’re in the latest Directory). There
will be memories, great conversations and lots of fun.
Even if you can’t come along, we all know someone
who has been through this challenging journey.
So please, think about making a donation, or bake
something to contribute towards this worthwhile
cause. If you would like to donate directly to our
GPUC Biggest Morning Tea, you can do so online via
https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/
fundraisers/G-PUC
Monday 23 May is also Bruce K’s birthday and so that
he doesn’t miss out, we’re celebrating with lunch at
the Greengate after the Big Morning Tea. It might be a
very light lunch after morning tea! Come along and
make it a double celebration!
For more information, please contact Lyn K or Lesley B.

Friendship Circle
Join us from 10:30am—12:30pm
in the Marshall Hall on Monday
16 May for our regular meeting.
This month our guest speaker is
Vicki Moss, who’ll be talking to
us about “The History of Glebe”.

Building Bridges of
Friendship & Harmony
The spirit of friendship and welcome was in abundance
at the ninth Building Harmony Iftar Dinner hosted by
the Uniting Church and the
Affinity Intercultural Foundation.
More than 80 guests of different
faiths gathered together for a
meal at St Stephen’s Uniting
Church in the Sydney CBD as part of the ritual breaking
of the fast for Muslims during Ramadan.

Pasifika Voices Lead Climate Forum
The Uniting Church
Pasifika
community
gathered over 200
people in Sydney
last week, and more online, for a forum calling on
political leaders to act for climate justice in Australia
and the Pacific. It was attended by local congregations,
the Samoan, Tongan, Tuvaluan, and Fijian communities,
and by Chris Bowen MP, Shadow Minister for Climate
Change and Energy.

Men-U Mob
Calling all Men! Our next Men-U Mob lunch will be
held at the Killara Golf Club (556 Pacific Hwy) on
Thursday 19 May from 12:30pm. This month we are
in a private dining room. The entry is the first door
before the main entrance and close to the top car
park. You’re very welcome to join us for good range
of food and drink, plus the opportunity to talk with
old and new friends. Please contact Paul S or
Andrew C if you are able to attend. Many thanks to
David C for making these arrangements at the club.
Cheers, the Mobsters (Paul S and Andrew C).

Photo Exhibition
To celebrate 60 years of diplomatic ties between
South Korea and Australia, the Korean Cultural
Centre at 255 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, is staging an
exhibition highlighting the work of the Mackenzie
family in Busan and surrounds. Dr Helen and Sister
Cath commenced a remarkable medical work there
from the early 1950s. For further information
contact Barry C via his Directory listing.

Free Council Workshop:
Water Sensitive Gardens
Thursday, 26 May 2022, 6:30—8:00 pm

Does rain make a mess of your garden, or do you
struggle with stormwater on your property during
heavy rainfall?
Join in this free workshop to hear Ku-ring-gai Council’s
expert speakers share tips and ideas on how plant
selection and water sensitive landscape design can
make a difference. They’ll help you know how to be
“water smart” and manage stormwater runoff to leave
you with a beautiful drought-proof garden.

This event is being held both face-to-face at Council
Chambers (818 Pacific Highway, Gordon) and as an
online webinar. For more details and to register see
Council’s website www.krg.nsw.gov.au and search
under “Things to do”, then “What’s on”. (When
registering you’ll need to select whether you’ll be
attending in person or online.)

Chemical Cleanout Time
Saturday & Sunday, 28 & 29 May,
9:00am—3:30pm
St Ives Showground, 450 Mona Vale Rd
Ku-ring-gai Council have announced another of their
free chemical cleanout weekends. Any chemical items
not suitable for your regular waste collection (such as
garden and pool chemicals, household cleaners,
poisons, batteries, paint, oils and fuels, fluoro lights,
gas bottles, fire extinguishers and smoke detectors)
can be delivered to the St Ives Showground and
Council will dispose of them safely at no charge.

A New Activity for Playgroup
Literature Lovers, come along and join us for our new
Baby Book Club on Wednesdays at 11:30am.
All carers and bubs are welcome to bring along a book
that your baby or toddler is
enjoying, to share with others
and read together. You might
even want to bring a book of
your own to recommend for
the grown ups!
You can either join the 9:30am
Playgroup and stay on for
Baby Book Club, or you may
like to come closer to
11:30am. Your Playgroup fee will cover the whole
morning, whether you come at 9:30am or 11:30am or
somewhere in-between.

UnitingWorld Offering
Thank you everyone for your
contributions towards the work
of UnitingWorld.
We raised an amazing $658
at last week’s service.

Playgroups at Gordon
Mondays with Courtney
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—1:30pm
for a Mothers & Babies Playgroup.
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
with Nicola
9:30am—11:30am
for regular Playgroup, then
11:30am—12:30pm Wednesdays
for our new Baby Book Club.

Fees: $7 per class,
($10 for two or more children);
or $50 for the full term.

Need office furniture?
Our Gordon office has four desks, one 4-drawer filing
cabinet and a bookshelf to repurpose. Call Lesley on
0480 223 981 to put dibs on any of these free items.

Opportunities to be part of a small
group exploring our faith
PUNCH
Meets 6:00-7:30pm on the second Sunday each month
(normally in Pymble’s MacArthur Lounge).
For the time being, the group is meeting on Zoom.
Meeting ID: 832 3092 6033 Passcode: 875628
Tuesday Conversations
Meets weekly from 7:15 to 8:30pm in Gordon’s
Red Room. The discussion focuses on exploring
faith in our contemporary world.
This week we’re meeting in [person to celebrate Steve’s
birthday
Heart & Mind
Meets at 6:00pm on the third Sunday each month
to explore life by reading a book in depth.
The group will continue their discussion of
“Wholehearted Faith”.
Contact Heather McM for further details.
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by noon on Thursdays.
Website — please send your items for uploading to
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au).

Visiting the Church for Worship:
Current COVID Safety Requirements
• Physical distancing (of 1.5m apart, except for

household members) must be observed at all times
indoors.
• Masks must be worn in common areas indoors but

you may be mask-free in worship and while seated
and consuming morning tea.
• Singing is allowed with no masks. However, we

recognise some may be anxious about unmasked
singing, so the back pews of the church will be
reserved for those who wish to remain masked and
who choose not to sing.
• For communion, the elements will be handed to

seated congregants and those handling the
elements will wear masks and gloves and be triplevaccinated.
• Registration for a service and QR-code check-in are

not required, but visitors are asked to record their
name and contact details so that all attendees can
be notified if an attendee tests COVID-positive.

