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From the Editor’s Desk 
One of the most extraordinary people I’ve ever met would have to be Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu who died on the day after Christmas last year. Archbishop Tutu has 
been remembered at a state funeral for his Nobel Peace Prize-earning role in 
ending South Africa's apartheid regime of racial oppression and for championing 
the rights of LGBTQ people.  
"When we were in the dark, he brought light," Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby, the head of the worldwide Anglican church, said in a video message 
shown at a requiem Mass celebrated for Tutu at St. George's Cathedral in Cape 
Town. 
I met Archbishop Tutu in 1986 when I was working for the Australian Council of 
Churches (ACC). Four of us from the ACC joined him for lunch at an outdoor 
café in Pitt Street. As Archbishop Tutu talked about the struggle to overcome 
apartheid in South Africa, I became more and more surprised by his incredible 
sense of humour. After all he'd been through, and was still going through, his 
sense of humour was amazing. 
I learned later that many people who had had the privilege of meeting him 
described him as 
a bundle of joy - a 
playful, light-hearted, 
even impish spirit who 
spread the gift of 
laughter wherever he 
went. This was not a 
man to be easily 
deterred by supporters 
of apartheid or by other 
prejudiced groups. 
As fellow Templeton 
Prize winner and 
personal friend, the 
Dalai Lama wrote, 
Desmond Tutu was, a 
“true humanitarian” 
who worked to serve 
“his brothers and sisters 
for the greater common 
good.” 
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A few days after our lunch, the ACC hosted a dinner to welcome Archbishop Tutu 
as the newly appointed Archbishop of Capetown. On this occasion, I determined 
to take my three sons along to hear him speak. I wanted them to experience this 
man of impish humour who was doing so much to overcome apartheid and set 
South Africa on the path to freedom.  

After South Africa achieved 
democracy in 1994, President 
Nelson Mandela named Tutu 
to chair the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, a 
body created to report on 
human rights violations that 
took place during apartheid.  
Throughout his life, Tutu 
actively promoted equal rights 
for all people and denounced 
corruption and other failures 
he saw in South Africa's 

government, led by the African National Congress party. 

"Archbishop Desmond Tutu has been our moral compass and national 
conscience," South African President Cyril Ramaphosa, who delivered the funeral 
eulogy, said. "Even after the advent of democracy, he did not hesitate to draw 
attention, often harshly, to our shortcomings as leaders of the democratic state.” 
 

After several lockdowns over the last two years, we are hoping that our plans to 
reopen won’t be put on hold again. Things are slowly returning to ‘normal’ (if we 
can call it that). Tuesday Conversations, some groups in the Friday Community 
Centre and, of course, Sunday worship have resumed face to face meetings. 
PUNCH is meeting on Zoom. Other groups plan to have hybrid presentations. To 
find out what your group is doing, please contact the group leader. While the 
section of this magazine titled “What’s on at Gordon Pymble UC” (pp. 30-35) 
presents an overview of groups, subjects and timing, it doesn’t present a definitive 
version of whether groups are face to face or on Zoom. 

Rev Paul Swadling 
The deadline for contributions to the June edition is Friday 20th May. 

3 



Contents   
 
March 2022 
 
 
From the Editor’s Desk………………………………………………….…….. 2 
About Gordon Pymble Uniting Church……………………………………… 5 
About Sydney Covenant Uniting Church…………………………….……… 6 
From the Minister’s Keyboard …………………………………….…………. 7 
Assembly Comment on Religious Discrimination Bill….……..………….….. 8 
To Jean Smith about Rev George Brown……………………….…………… 11 
Our Community Centre Bounces Back ……….…………………………….. 12 
Pre-Christmas Festivities and a Picnic…………….…….………………..…. 15 
First Men-U Mob Lunch…………………….………………………………. 16 
Monday English Class and Coffee and Chat………………………….………. 17 
Tuesday Night Conversations...........…………………………………………. 18 
Pancake Tuesday (Extended)………………….…………….……………… 20 
East Coast Flooding Emergency Appeal……………………….…………….. 21 
The Recovery of Tonga………………………………………………..……. 22 
WEA & WCC Denounce Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine.……….……………. 28 
What’s On at GPUC…………………………………………………………. 30 
Men-U Mob Lunch…………………………………………………………. 33 
Community Centre @ Gordon……………………….…………………..…… 34  
UGCC Timetable……………….………………………………..………….. 35 
 

Aboriginal Art, Spirituality and Culture 
Presented by Graham Toomey 
 
4 



 

GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 
community. 
 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 
     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 
Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 
Council Secretary   Brian Gill  
Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 
Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 2.30pm, Wed – Fri) 
     (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.00 – 2.30pm, Tues, Wed, 
Fri) (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 
CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship 
services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on 
YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Sonja and the 
services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be 
joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 30-35. 
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH 
We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church. 
 
Minister of the Word:  
Rev Sunil Jeong 
Email: covenant95@gmail.com 
 
On the corner of the Pacific Highway & 
Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072 
 
SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday Worship:   12:30 pm 
Young Adult Group:  3:00 pm 
Sunday School:   3:00 pm 
       
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  
Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm 
 
MISSION FIELD:  
Indonesia (Noeraku) 
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From the Minister’s Keyboard 

Questioning for Lent 
The book ‘Wholehearted Faith’ by Rachel Held 
Evans is the subject of discussions at several church 
groups at present. In it, Held Evans describes the 
move from her conservative Southern Baptist 
Christian upbringing to a more nuanced and 
thoughtful faith. She almost lost her faith altogether 
but found – as many of us have – the deep longings 
and spiritual questions don’t go away even though we 
turn our back on them for a period. A journalist and 
author, she has become well-known for her 
contributions around faith in a contemporary world. Sadly, she died in 2019 at 37 
years after an allergic reaction to medication.  
Her central idea in what I have read so far could be summed up in the phrase, ‘you 
have to ask your questions.’ That is, many of the religious ‘givens’ with which we 
grow up don’t fit so easily with our modern world. One option is to suppress the 
questions and get stuck in a type of denial whenever they arise. Another is to be 
bold enough to engage the questions and where they lead. The latter is a path of 
far more vulnerability and risk.  

For Rachel Held Evans 
(RHE), the questions were 
around 6-day creationism, 
inclusion of lesbian and 
gay people in church, what 
“sin” means today, and 
whether God’s love and 
grace extends beyond those 
in the Church. Our 
questions may be similar or 
different, but it occurs to 

me that Lent is a time to shine the light on the questions that sometimes lurk in the 
shadows of our hearts, troubling and discomforting us whenever they are 
approached. 
Part of my spiritual journey has been (and is) to ask those difficult questions. It 
has meant I have lost some friends along the way and have ended up with a 
different outlook that I had as a younger Christian. But as RHE comments, asking 
the questions leads to a far more wholehearted and integrated faith. It also 
liberates us from ‘faking it’ among those we are trying to impress or conform.  
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A true community of faith ought to be a place where we feel safe to ask our 
questions and voice our uncertainties. Far from turning people off, such an honest 
approach is attractive to most people. It is humble in its admission that we don’t 
know everything and allows space for others, in turn, to voice their questions. May 
we be a church that is honest enough to engage our questions, perhaps especially 
at Lent. 

 

Rev Steve Aynsley 
 
 

Dear Colleagues and Church Councils,  
I attach a Pastoral Letter from the President concerning the recent Parliamentary 
controversies, particularly around the Religious Discrimination Bill. 
I commend it to you and your congregations and assure you of my prayers at this 
time, especially for those most vulnerable to the consequences of Parliamentary 
decisions like this.  
Yours in Christ 
Rev. Simon Hansford 
Moderator | Synod office 
Uniting Church Synod of NSW and ACT 
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To Jean Smith about Rev George Brown 
Hullo Jean, 
I enjoyed your article on our association with 
our 19C missionary friend and remembered 
that I had seen an article on the dedication of 
the window in a 1927 edition of The 
Methodist, the front page of which I found 
among the papers of Barbara’s late father, 
Rupert Grove. Rupert was a sometime organist 
at GUC and had presumably kept the front 
page of that particular issue for 2 July, 1927 
because it was dominated by an article from 
Livingstone C. Mote on Music and Church 
Worship. Rupert was just 21 at the time. 
To this article was adjoined a report on the 
new GUC pipe organ (with prominent 
photograph) which was dedicated on 3 July as 
a memorial to Ethel Gertrude Hiscox, on the 
same day as the Callahan family’s Memorial 
window to GUC members who died in WWI 
and the Brown family Memorial window 
which, as reported, was To the memory of the 
late Rev. G. Brown, DD, and Mrs. Brown, 
pioneer missionaries and among the founders 
of this Church. Presented by their family. It 
was unveiled and dedicated by Mr. GF Brown. 
The preacher at that service was Rev 
JG Wheen, the President-General, and for the 
evening service was Rev Joseph Walker. 
I particularly noted from Mr Mote’s article, he 
being for a great many years, a prominent 
practitioner and promoter of the organ-playing 
art, In Christian art, we need rhythmic energy 
to promote life, and enough contemplative 
stillness to promote thought. Its music should 
be the best product procurable, the very 
leaven of music. 

 Kind Regards, Richard Hansford 
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Our Community Centre bounces back – 

Once more with feeling! 
The following photos were taken on Friday 18th February as participants enjoyed 
meeting face to face after the most recent shutdown of the Centre due to 
increasing Covid numbers. A variety of groups came together again. 

Members of Jeanie Atkinson’s Art Group 
were enjoying their creative connections 
with each other in coffee and 
conversation, as well as their creation of 
beautiful art pieces under Jeanie’s tuition 
and oversight. 
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The concentration in Jeanie’s art 
group was clear to see as 
participants each got on with 
their particular projects. 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Kwong’s computer class 
continued in hybrid form which enabled 
Bruce to give encouraging advice to all 
participants, some of whom were 
prepared to venture out and some who 
preferred to stay home to avoid contact 
with Covid.  

 

 

Current Affairs and Conversations, discussion groups led by different people, 
were well underway as Peter Norman (Current Affairs) led a conversation about 
Artificial Intelligence and Chris Hudson (Conversations) raised several topics, 
including well known people whom we admire. 
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The conversation in Current Affairs 
led to some interesting discussion 
when the topic turned to the 
existential threat to humanity that 
artificial intelligence might pose.  

 
 
 

 
Meanwhile, the Wrap with Love group was 
exploring different conversations as they got 
on with making knitted wraps (used 
as blankets) as gifts for people who have 
been exposed to the cold and may be 
susceptible to hypothermia and especially 
those who have experienced loss and trauma 
as a result of war. The wraps are knitted, 
transported and assembled by volunteers. 
Our Wrap with Love group is part of this 
effort.   
 
 
 

 
On the same day, the 
gardening group from TAFE 
also returned with some new 
students and new plans. It 
was a pleasure to have them 
back with their usual Friday 
morning enthusiasm. 
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Pre-Christmas Festivities and a Picnic  
The Tuesday Nights Conversations 
Group had dinner at the Greengate Hotel.  

 
Women from GPUC, including the 
Monday Coffee and Chat Group 
and English Conversation Class, also had dinner at The Greengate. 

 
The Stitching Group held a picnic at the St Ives Wildflower Gardens in January.  
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First ‘Men-U Mob’ Lunch 
Our first men’s lunch 
was held at Terrey Hills 
Tavern on Thursday 9th 
December. While we 
didn’t have a scheduled 
speaker, some did share 
news and info, e.g. Eric 
Barnes. Our lunch was 
about getting men 
together to share fun, 
food and fellowship. The 
conversation didn’t stop.  

 

Andrew and Paul decided to call this 
lunch group the ‘Men-U Mob’. (Well, 
we had to have a name of some sort.) 

 
The next Men-U Mob lunch will be held 
at the Killara Golf Club (thanks to David 
Conde) at 12.30pm on Thursday 24th 
March. We hope men who couldn’t 

make the first lunch will be able to join us for the second. As luck would have it, 
we will also be celebrating the 92nd birthday of one of the ‘mob’. So, we’d be 
delighted if you could come and join us.  
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Monday English Class & Coffee and Chat 

 
On Monday mornings in term time, Janet Scott leads an English class at the 
Gordon site which includes five women who each come from China, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Japan and Korea. On Monday 21st February, the class was focussing on 
idioms like down in the dumps, all right, on the go, a lot on my plate, and lend me 
a hand.  

At the same time, the Coffee and Chat group is meeting at the Gordon site. As 
well as drinking coffee and chatting, participants engage in some craft. Then, after 
the two individual sessions are complete, the two groups get together for some 
more coffee and a bit more of a chat. 

Not only is the joint get together very enjoyable, it also provides the English class 
participants with the opportunity to try out their English in a social setting. The 
Coffee and Chat participants are glad to be part of the combined morning tea and 
the whole exercise is appreciated by all comers. 
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Tuesday Night Conversations 

 
On Tuesday 22nd February, Steve led the Tuesday Night Conversations in a chat 
about the writings of Rachel Held Evans, a young American Christian columnist, 

blogger and author. Her book A Year of 
Biblical Womanhood was a New York 
Times bestseller in e-book non-
fiction, and Searching for Sunday was 
a New York Times bestseller nonfiction 
paperback. 
Rachel Held Evans also wrote in a blog 
called: 

Sad Jesus 
“They said that if I questioned a 6,000-
year-old earth, I would question whether 
other parts of Scripture should be read 
scientifically and historically.  
They were right. I did.  
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They said that if I entertained the hope that those without access to the gospel 
might still be loved and saved by God, I would fall prey to the dangerous idea that 
God loves everyone, that there is nothing God won’t do to reconcile all things to 
Himself.  
They were right. I have.  
They said that if I looked for Jesus beyond the party line, I could end up voting for 
liberals.  
They were right. I do (sometimes).  
They said that if I listened to my gay and lesbian neighbours, if I made room for 
them in my church and in my life, I could let grace get out of hand.  
They were right. It has.  
They told me that this slippery slope would lead me away from God, that it would 
bring a swift end to my faith journey, that I’d be lost forever. 
But with that one, they were wrong.  
Yes, the slippery slope brought doubts. Yes, the slippery slope brought change. 
Yes, the slippery slope brought danger and risk and unknowns. I am indeed more 
exposed to the elements out here, and at times it is hard to find my footing.  
But when I decided I wanted to follow Jesus as myself, with both my head and 
heart intact, the slippery slope was the only place I could find him, the only place I 
could engage my faith honestly.  
So down I went.  
It was easier before, when the path was wide and straight.  
But, truth be told, I was faking it. I was pretending that things that didn’t make 
sense made sense, that things that didn’t feel right felt right. To others, I appeared 
confident and in control, but faith felt as far away as friend who has grown distant 
and cold. 
Now, every day is a risk.  
Now, I have no choice but to cling to faith and hope and love for dear life.  
Now, I have to keep a very close eye on Jesus, as he leads me through deep 
valleys and precarious peaks.  
But the view is better, and, for the first time in a long time, I am fully engaged in 
my faith.  
I am alive.  
I am dependent. 
I am following Jesus as me—heart and head intact.  
And they were right. All it took was a question or two to bring me here.” 
 
Rachel Held Evans  
(June 8, 1981 - May 4, 2019) 
[Credit: Adam Twining/Tom Cantwell] 
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Pancake Tuesday (extended) 

 
 

 
This year Pancake Tuesday was extended to three days: Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday. It was good to see our families back at playgroup. 
Playgroup Sessions at Gordon: 
Monday - 9.30am to 11.30am and 
Monday Mothers Group 11.30am to 1.30pm, run by Courtney. 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9.30am to 11.30am all ages with Nicola.  
There were also pancakes after school at 3.30pm at our Gordon site with a gold 
coin donation. 
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East Coast Flooding Emergency Appeal 
UCA President, Rev 
Sharon Hollis, has 
launched a national 
appeal to support 
individuals, families 
and communities 
impacted by the intense 
rainfall and devastating 
flooding across the East 
Coast. 
Thousands of people 

have been rescued from their homes or rooftops and whole communities evacuated 
as record-breaking torrential rainfall has caused major flooding in towns and cities 
across South East Queensland and into eastern New South Wales. 
“Our prayers are with all those communities affected by this disaster, and we pray 
for the safety of people who are trapped or impacted by the rising floodwaters”, 
said President Rev Sharon Hollis. 
At present, nineteen chaplains have been deployed to eleven evacuation centres by 
the Disaster Recovery Chaplaincy Network (DCRN) of NSW and the ACT. 
You can donate to the appeal by using one of the following methods: 

Direct Deposit 

Bank Name: Westpac 
BSB: 032 003 
Ac No: 269941 

Cheque 

Please make your cheque payable to “UCA Assembly - National Disaster Relief 
Fund” and post to: 

UCA Assembly - National Disaster Relief Fund 
PO Box A2266 Sydney South NSW 1235 

You can also give to the individual appeals from the Synod of NSW/ACT and the 
Synod of Queensland. 
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The Recovery of Tonga 
By the Editor 

 
People have been asking me how the Tongan people are coping with the disaster 
caused by the explosion of the undersea volcano. I have been trying to contact 
friends in Tonga but it’s a slow process. Communication is beginning to return but 
there is a race on to repair Tonga’s fibre optic lifeline. 

So far, I’ve heard back from three of the people I’ve tried to contact. Theresa 
Llorente is a lovely woman who works with young children in Tonga. Theresa 
sent me the following phone message. 

“Thank you for your prayers. By God’s grace, I safely left my house which is just 
across the road from the waterfront, a few minutes before the tidal wave came that 
totally wrecked my landlord’s house and damaged part of my dwelling place. I am 
now staying at my Tonga National Board Chairman’s house. I appreciate your 
continued prayers for us here in Tonga. God bless.” 

A few days later she sent this one. 

“The Lord knows how I appreciate your prayers and continued intercession. I’m 
on a limited internet time with TCC Relief WIFI Access! This is just a quick word 
of gratefulness for praying for us here in Tonga.” 
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Jasmin Dodge is an Australian pharmacist who lives and works in Nuku’alofa, 
Tonga’s capital. Jasmine wrote: 

“Thanks Paul! As you know, Tongans are very resilient and good at supporting 
each other. So, we will be fine.” 

Then I heard back from the Rev Feleti Atiola, the General Secretary of the Free 
Wesleyan Church of Tonga and Principal of Tupou College.  Feleti sent the 
following email. 

“Dear Paul 

Greetings from the FWC 
Tonga. Thanks for the 
thoughts and prayers.  
Internet is on and off, very 
limited access and slow. I 
did respond to one email 
from you before but not 
sure whether it got to you.  
We are fine and were 
working our way back to recovery from the eruption aftermath when omicron hit 
Tonga.  The number of cases has been increasing fast but thankfully, no serious 
conditions as percentage of vaccinated population is high. 
Appreciate all the donations of food, water, clothes, money, etc.  Not sure how we 
will cope with the challenges, but school is definitely affected.  
We have assigned Rev Makoni Pulu copied here to take care of all matters related 
to the volcano's eruption and he will send reports and acknowledgements of 
receipts in due course, when he gets internet access. 
Warm regards to you and Janet.” 
 
Emergency Response Report by Tekina I Moana project 
A few days later, Feleti sent me a copy of the Emergency Response Report 
produced by the Free Wesleyan Church’s Tekina I Moana project. I have attached 
the following extract from this report: 

Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga (FWCT); Tekina I Moana Emergency 
Respond report of the victims of the Volcanic Eruption in Tonga on Saturday 
15th January 2022. 
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The tear drops of the volcano 

‘.. I turned around to find a helpless unknown boy, about 3 years old trembling in 
tears and fears. I lifted him in a second and my heart was desperate louder than 
his voice. We rushed to the hill in no time (from ‘Atataa Island)  

‘I heard my dad yelled, don’t stop running, and don’t look back at the waves, 
focus on the hill..I have to help the elderly’ (cried from Kotu Island) 
‘The tidal waves were larger than the houses and the coconut trees...and the big 
island (Nomuiki) next to us ..... I thought this will be the last day of my life.’ ( from 
Nomuka Island)  

‘I found my mom still holding to a huge tree before darkness ...Unfortunately I 
found my dad lying close to the beach on Sunday morning. He did not make it 
(tears from Mango Island).’  

‘.. after the 1st explosion we knew what is coming next, everyone rushed to the 
mountain; after the 2nd explosion the whole population is on the mountain. We 
started singing hymns and songs and we prayed as the night fall. we have no time 
to worry and listen to the destruction of the whole island by the tidal waves. That 
peace was in our minds and soul, when we came down in the morning to find 
nothing left for us to live on.’ (from Fonoi Island). ‘..... I name the mountain Mt. 
Zion, because God is our mountain and refugee and it was our only hope for the 
Mango Island people (62). We buried the Steward of the Church on this 
mountain.’ (100% destruction) (the whole island is resettling in Tongatapu). ‘..I 
lost everything..except my life..praise the Lord’ (from Tungua Island) ‘...after the 
first wave both houses and everything were gone... I ordered my grandson (16) to 
leave me behind because I am 86.. He cried .. but refuse to put me down.. and kept 
running.. and I could hear my grandson praying louder to God ..please save us... 
the second wave came and destroyed a house close to us and change its direction 
..then a truck stopped and save us...’ ( from Nomuka Island)  

Note: We have hundreds of shock experience stories and we treasure them.  
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About 5:45pm on Saturday the 15th of January 2022, was a darkest day to be 
remembered in the history of Tonga. The explosion of the volcanic in Hunga 
Tonga and Hunga Ha’apai transformed everything in the life of the Tongans. The 
massive blast was heard from Israel, USA, Japan, South America, Australia, New 
Zealand and Pacific islands, and many more. The Multitude of tidal waves that 
created was experienced from different nations in the world. It uprooted all that is 
standing in its way. Including, houses, trees, cars, water tank, road, boats, 
churches, schools, farms, people and families. It mighty cannot be measured by 
money or any other scale, but by how many Tongan lives that was saved. The 
Volcano breath a wind of dust and sand that covered our land (fonua) and Ocean 
(moana) and destroyed about 70% of our livelihood. It ruined all our drinking 
water and hospitalized thousands of our asthma patients. Fortunately, the tidal 
waves that was created only claimed 3 lives in Tonga. This volcanic explosion 
will never be forgotten in the minds and souls of the Tongan, especially the elderly 
and young generation. The nation is covered with dust, sadness, and tear drops of 
the volcano. 

Some of the issues: immediate response survey by FWCT reach-out program 
(Tekina I Moana).  

• Significant percentages of Tonga are severely affected by this natural 
disaster (Tongatapu, ‘Eua and Ha’apai)  

• A huge percentage of extensive physical destruction of homes, churches, 
property and possessions. This result in total evacuation and resettlement of 
many islands to Tongatapu. That is the whole island of Mango, Tungua and 
‘Atataa. And massive number of displaced people and animals.  

• A large percentage ofchurch buildings, school buildings, island’s hospital, 
and public utilities were destroyed and damaged. This will affect the 
spiritual, mental and physical wellbeing of the people.  

• Destruction of big and small wharves, roads, communication, internet, 
cables, airports, cars, trucks, big and small boats and many other means of 
communication, was a huge interruption for local and international link for 
Tonga and its neighbors. It is now a chaos and a breakdown of 
communication.  

• Findings from the Tekina ‘I Moana reach out was so different from the 
immediate report that we received after the disaster. This will lead to the 
victims and stakeholders confused as of the misinformation.  

• Many businesses (farming), fishing industries, employment will suffer a 
severe loss. Because individual people will suffer a huge financial loss. And 
must be a convergence of thousands of Tongans 
desperate for assistance for survival.  
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• The shellfish, living things and fish around the shallow reefs are poisonous 
by the volcanic eruption, this is a warning by the Ministry of Fisheries. 
Most of the Tsunami victims and the people of Tonga depend on this source 
of food. The vital source food is banned for 2 months.  

• There is a lack of coordination between religious bodies, Government 
agencies in Disaster Recovery, Non-Government Organization, 
communities’ groups and strategic partners  

• There is a lack of psychosocial support and consolidating spiritual 
Accompaniment. Traumatized People need mental wellbeing, personal 
support and a critical stress management.  

• Covid-19 is in Tonga now, and the lock down is an enormous issue to the 
recovery process  

• Mango Is and ‘Atataa Is are resettled in Tongatapu as there is nothing left for 
them in the Islands  

What does the church do?  

The ultimate sweet dream (vision) of the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga (FWCT) 
is committed to be the best organisation for spiritual, mental and physical services 
to experience life in fullness. Through worship, education and physical needs with 
guiding of the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The mission of the Church defines the work of the church:  

•  To respond to the call of Jesus in faith amid the rapid changes of this 21st 
Century.  This is referring to the Vision and Mission of the FWCT in the 
FWCT website.  To strengthen and transform the church’s ministry, worship 
and services to better sustain all members.  

• To express faith, worship, prayer, teaching and ministry in ways designed to 
effectively meet the different needs of diverse groups of people.  

• To be an inclusive church where all people, regardless of age, gender or 
status, are valued members of the Body of Christ.  

• To be relevant and connected to the wider community - local and 
international  

• To plan for future growth by fully organising the FWCT, its programmes and 
its church-life around the purposes of God.  

The FWCT created the Disaster management recovery arm, in related to the 
Vision and the Mission, to look after the well-being of the member church. 
Therefore, ‘Tekina I Moana’ project was born in 2018, to cater for destruction of  
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‘Cyclone Kita’. This year, Tekina I Moana immediately rush in to respond to the 
severely devastation of the volcanic disaster in the last few days.  

‘Tekina- ‘I- Moana’ (floating in the vast Ocean) 

Vision: Capitalize on Well-being of Natural Disaster Victims 
Action: Respond, Reconnect and Rebuild through Transformative Outcomes  

The theological basis for our concern on this natural crisis is God’s relationship to 
His created world – fanua (land) and moana (sea). The Creation story emphasizes 
that God is our creator and we are His creation. The Jubilee Year in the Old 
Testament was God’s attempt to continually strive for a new beginning. The 
shared stories and experiences about the volcanic eruption, tidal waves, climate 
change and sea level rise and their impacts, we witness and heard from our 
communities, were very sad, emotion, but hopeful on one hand.  

However, Psalm 23 reminds us; that the LORD is our shepherd; we shall not be 
in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet 
waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's 
sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. God is with us.  

• Tekina I Moana is a five (5) years old project of Free Wesleyan Church of 
Tonga (FWCT). Its major strength is the experience in navigating our canoe 
during the Natural Disaster. It has the biggest network, largest members, and 
biggest number of workers in Tonga.  

• Tekina I Moana (FWCT) is the largest active network in Tonga in 
collaboration with member churches, Strategic partners and grassroot 
communities, civil society, government and, where appropriate, for financial 
assistance scheme to finance, the cost of response, reconnect, and rebuilt. 
These existing networks are already in place and reactivated.  

• Strong Tongan family ties, strong cultural ties, powerful Christian values, 
are the advantages of this Tekina I Moana system. This was revealed by the 
immediate huge local contribution response by the church, families and 
friends to the recovery.  
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Evangelical and Ecumenical church 
groupings denounce Russia's invasion 
of Ukraine 

 
(Photo: © Peter Kenny) An officer in the Ukraine armed forces briefs journalists in October 
2014 in Kiev after Russia annexed Crimea, which was part of Ukraine that year. 

Two global church groupings representing around a billion Christians, the World 
Evangelical Alliance and the World Council of Churches have both denounced 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine and called for Moscow to resolve any grievances it 
may have peacefully. 

The WEA said on Feb. 24 it is "condemning the violation of international law by 
Russia and calling for an immediate end to the attacks on Ukraine." 

Both the WEA and WCC urged people to pray for peace in Ukraine. 

The BBC reported on Feb. 24 that Russian forces  launched a military assault on 
neighboring Ukraine, crossing its borders and bombing targets near big cities. 

In a pre-dawn TV statement Russian President Vladimir Putin said Russia did not 
plan to occupy Ukraine and demanded that its military lay down their arms. 

28 



WEA, its European counterpart and the WCC called upon churches around the 
world to pray for restoration of peace. 

The invasion of Ukraine is both unjustified and unprovoked said WEA. 

"It has been claimed that the attack is necessary to protect ethnic Russians within 
Ukraine and to stop Ukraine from threatening Russia," said the WEA in a 
statement. 

"These claims are untrue. This disaster has been provoked into being by President 
(Vladimir) Putin for wider geopolitical purposes." 

The WEA noted that Russia and Ukraine are both sovereign nations that must be 
able to live in peace with each other, respecting each other's borders and internal 
and geopolitical affairs. 

"We are gravely concerned to yet again witness armed conflict that will inevitably 
lead to tragic loss of human lives, including innocent civilians who only desire to 
live in peace," said WEA Secretary General Bishop Thomas Schirrmacher. 

"We call for an end to the hostilities, an immediate ceasefire and respect for 
Ukrainian territorial integrity." 

The World Council of Churches called for an immediate end to the current armed 
hostilities around Ukraine. 

"The World Council of Churches denounces any and every use of deadly armed 
force to resolve disputes that could be resolved by dialogue," the council which 
includes the Russian Orthodox Church among its members. 

"We firmly believe that dialogue - based on the principles of international law and 
respect for established national borders - was and is the proper path for the 
resolution of tensions surrounding Ukraine." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 



What’s on at Gordon Pymble UC? 
Playgroups for Children 
Holiday Program: Tuesday 11th, Monday 17th and 
Wednesday 19th January @ Gordon.  

Baby Playgroup  
11.30pm – 1.00pm, Thursdays @Gordon. 
Please register (info@gpuc.org.au)  as our numbers are 

limited due to Covid restrictions. 
All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are welcome. 2021 fees $7 casual 
rate for one child or one session per week or $10 casual rate for two children or 2 
sessions per week. Call Nicola Robinson on 0417 496 390 or Courtney Heyden on 
0402 644 633. 

Bible Study Group @ Gordon 
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We 
use With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for 
our studies. New members are very welcome. For more 
information, please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107. 

 
Book Club @ Gordon 
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month 
at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45 
Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome. 
For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498 
8702. 
 

The Luncheon Group 
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday 
of every month at a member’s home. Everyone is 
welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the 
hospitality of the group and discussion of the 
members. We often have an interesting speaker. If 
you would like to join us, please phone Janet – 
9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.  
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Messy Church @ Gordon 
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday 
of each month, Messy Church caters for families 
with young children. However, everyone is 
welcome. 
We are looking for volunteers who can go on a 
roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a 

meal, help set up and/or clear away, prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you 
would like to help. Phone 0417496390 or email 
nicola@guc.org.au. 

Coffee Connections  
In recess until 2022 when you will be welcome in the 
Marshall Hall at Pymble. Coffee Connections includes 
an interesting talk & a ‘Think Link’ prepared by Rev 
Steve Aynsley. We don’t talk religion or politics, but 
almost anything else goes.  
10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15 -12 noon Speaker 
 
 

Book Club @ Pymble 
Meeting on the first Monday of each month 
at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful 
women around a book – usually a 
contemporary novel or a biography. The 
meetings are held in members’ homes. For 
further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.  

 
Friendship Circle  
The Friendship Circle will return next year. 
 
The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who 
arrange interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on 
the 3rd Monday of the month at 10.15am.  
All women are welcome. 
For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604. 
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Stitching Group 
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and 
chat. This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon 
Church. Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth 
on 9888 2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com. 

 

Heart and Mind  
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life by reading a 
book in depth and using it as a basis for conversation. Meeting 
the third Sunday of each month at 6pm in a local home, this 
group has a variety of ages. Contact Heather on 9449 7810. 
 

Golf Days  
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range 
of people from the church and beyond enjoy a 
round of golf. From hackers to the experienced, our 
focus is on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve 
never scored a hole in one, you’re still welcome! 
For further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.  

 
Tuesday Conversations 
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a 
shared meal and 7:30  pm for a discussion. The discussion 
focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world. 
Contact Nicola 9498 6729. 

PUnCH 
Discussions are led by Steve Aynsley on the 
second and fourth Sundays of the month at 6 pm. 
Exploring life and faith for the 50-something + 
age group.  
For details please call Steve on 0427 006 201. 
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Friday Fun Connections  
At 6.30pm from Friday 21st January. 
You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all 
ages—come along and be part of the buzz!  
Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our 
kick off group activity will involve your listening 
skills.  
Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist 
a cause of the day. 

Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or mindfulness activities and 
facilitate interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships. 
We’re also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology 
and transitioning into high school.  
Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the 
over 18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments— please book 
in advance via our website.  
 

Men-U Mob meets 24th March 

 
The second meeting of our new Men’s Lunch Group (Men-U Mob) will be held at 
the Killara Golf Club on 24th March at 12.30pm. Double vaccination required. 
No speaker. No topic for discussion. Just blokes’ informal conversations. 
All men are warmly invited. Please book in with the Editor on 0418 964044 or 
swaddlerpaul@gmail.com or with Andrew Cripwell on 0412 467377 or 
andrewcripwell@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Community Centre @ Gordon 

 
2022 FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting, 
Computers and iPads, Mahjong (returning soon), Wrap with Love, Step by Step 
Walking, BBQ Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon. 
We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make 
Uniting Gordon Community Centre such a terrific place of companionship, 
achievement, ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you! 

Term 1: Friday 4th February to Friday 8th April 
Why not invite some friends to join us? Everyone is welcome. 
Enquiries:  Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au  
Website: www.guc.org.au 
Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you 
any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙ 

Enrolment Fees for Term 1  
Enrolments for Term 1:  9 am - 11 am on Friday, 29 October. 
All Classes & Groups:  $60 for one or more classes 
Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week 
Special rate for 2 people from same household: $90 per term 
 

Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be 
appreciated if you would order for the whole term, please. 
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TERM 1: Fridays 4th February 8th April, 2022 
Each Friday over seven weeks 
 
Time Class or Group Tutor/s Class Location 
9.00 – 10.00 Step by Step   

Walking Group 
New leader 
needed 

Meet in car park 

10.00 – 12.00 Computers & iPads for 
Beginners 

Bruce Kwong Main Hall 

9.30 – 12.30 Watercolour Painting & 
Drawing 

Jeanie Atkinson Red Room 

10.00 – 10.30 Morning tea served By Staff and 
volunteers only 

Served in the 
various groups 

10.00 – 12.30 Knitting group - Wrap 
with Love 

Rosemary  
Watson 

Red Room 

10.15 – 11.15 Current Affairs Paul Swadling 
Peter Norman 
Richard Hansford 

Yellow Room 

TBA Mahjong Cathy Hall Postponed due to 
Covid  

10.30 – 12.30 Conversations in the 
Courtyard (or Hall) 

Christopher 
Hudson 

Courtyard or 
Yellow Room 

TBA BBQ Lunch  Deferred till later 
in year 

 

# Classes are subject to alteration. 
 

Looking Ahead: We need a new name for the community centre. 
Suggestions? Contact Paul Swadling on swaddlerpaul@gmail.com. 
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