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A message from Steve 
On this last Sunday before Christmas we will celebrate 

Lessons and Carols — with a difference.  Firstly, I have 

chosen a mix of lesser-known and well-known carols.  

Secondly, we will have an emphasis on the gospel of 

Luke, listening for his particular insights into the story 

of Jesus. 

Lastly, as our choir is not meeting at present I have 

arranged a soloist, Jennifer Wentzel, to contribute 

three pieces to the service.  (I had arranged young 

Annika who sang so beautifully at the Nativity play last 

Saturday, but alas, she is in isolation with Cadence and 

Courtney and the rest of Year 6 school families after a 

Covid case popped up at an end-of-year event.  The 

joys of pandemic life!)  I hope you will find it easy to 

worship God through the readings and carols as we 

come closer to Christmas. 

As you know, Covid restrictions are easing and yet the 

numbers and spread are significant.  While our 

freedoms are important, it is still vital that we take 

proper precautions.  Social distancing must be 

maintained where possible and masks are highly 

recommended.  Registering (ahead if possible) is 

important because government is moving the 

responsibility for contacting people in the event of a 

positive case, to local groups.  Out of love for each 

other, let us continue to be cautious and thoughtful. 

Office closure and holidays 

Following Christmas Day, the church sites and offices 

will be closed for 2 weeks (other than for worship 

services, obviously) and the staff will be on leave.  I will 

be on holidays for 3 weeks following Christmas Day, 

returning Monday 17 January.  Staff are returning in 

stages.  Nicola will return on 10 January for any admin 

issues.  For pastoral needs please contact Rev Paul S or 

any of our pastoral helpers. 

Next Sunday (Boxing Day) the service 

will be online only, but during January 

the services will continue to be  

in-person and streamed live, as well as 

available later for viewing.  The printed 

order of service, mailed to a small 

number of people, will not be posted 

until after 10 January. 

Since most programs are in abeyance, 

there will be no updated Newsletter 

until 16 January.  Thanks for your 

understanding        

Finally, thank you to everyone who has 

sent cards and Christmas greetings to Di 

and I — they are very much appreciated 

and we return our love to everyone!  

Steve Aynsley 
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Sunday worship & highlights: 
December & January 

19 December – Gordon 9:30 am. 

24 December – Pymble 6:30pm  
          Children/Family Service. 

                            Gordon 8:30 pm Carols & Candles. 

25 December – Christmas Day at PLC Chapel, 9:00am. 

26 December – Online service. 

2 January 2022 – Gordon 9:30 am.  Communion. 

9 & 16 January – Gordon 9:30 am. 

23 January – Gordon 9:30 am.  Includes baptism. 

                        Pymble 11:00 am.  Communion 

30 January – Gordon 9:30 am.  Includes baptism.   
                        Rural focus BBQ. 

Congratulations to those elected at last week’s 

Congregation Meeting: Sue Co, Congregation Chair 

and John Bu, Congregation Secretary; Sue Cr, Brian 

G, Rev Paul S and David T as Church Councillors. 

Thank you for your willingness to stand and I 

encourage others to pray for you and the work of our 

congregation.  Steve Aynsley 

Christmas Eve Luncheon 
In conjunction with Ku-ring-gai Council, GPUC will be 

hosting a Christmas luncheon gathering for local 

seniors who aren’t able to be with family on 

Christmas Day.  The luncheon will be held on 

Christmas Eve, Friday 24 December at Gordon and 

will feature traditional Christmas fare with turkey, 

ham, pudding, wine and all the trimmings.   

If you, or someone you know, would like to join this 

small group for lunch, please contact Lesley on  

0480 223 981 or email lesley@gpuc.org.au 

This Christmas, amid the weariness, anxiety and 

tension in our world, the birth of Jesus brings hope, 

says UCA President Rev Sharon Hollis in her first 

Christmas message. 

“In coming amongst us as a baby, God enters into all 

the riskiness of human life.  The risk of disease and 

death, of illness and injury, the risk of loneliness, 

alienation, and rejection, of living as member of a 

colonised people in a world of injustice.” 

“Jesus meets our fears showing God is not distant 

from the world, but fully in the world. In meeting our 

fears, Jesus brings hope.  Hope that God is with us, 

amongst us and alongside us in Jesus.” 
Willing Hands Needed 

For decades, the Outback Links arm of Frontier Services 

has been connecting volunteers with people in remote 

Australia doing it tough.  They provide practical support 

when it’s needed most.  This could include anything 

from care taking to property maintenance, gardening to 

painting, or perhaps general farm support is what’s 

needed most.  There is an opportunity for everyone to 

make a meaningful difference. 

Frontier Services is currently seeking willing volunteers 

to call upon when disaster strikes so they can provide 

practical assistance, wherever and whenever help is 

most needed.  They are also recruiting for group trips 

to Oodnadatta and William Creek in March and April 

2022.  Find out more via the website:   

https://frontierservices.org/outback-links/ 

A message from Synod & Presbytery 
“As we move into this phase of minimal restrictions, we 

urge you to resist complacency as we learn to live with 

Covid-19.  Recent case numbers indicate the threat is 

still there, despite the high vaccination rate.  With this 

in mind, please continue to:  

• Maintain 1.5m physical distancing where possible; 

• Maintain hand hygiene; 
• Practice respiratory hygiene (cough into crook of  

arm etc); 

• Stay home when sick; 

• Maintain a strict COVID Safe cleaning regime; 

• Get tested if unwell.” 



Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Jane S, who is at the San & recovering following 

insertion of a stent; 

• Colin O, a community group member, who is at 

the San for cardiac treatment; 

• All those affected by the Hillcrest Primary School 

tragedy in Devonport, Tasmania; 

• Family & friends travelling these holidays; 

• Those impacted by the latest outbreaks of  

COVID-19 in the community, including those  

who are ill, health workers & others caring for 

them, & those who will need to isolate over the 

Christmas period; & 

• Vaccine equity across the world & for more 

ambitious investment in programs to deliver 

vaccines in low income countries. 

Christmas For Everyone 

God Is With Us 
What a wonderful night we had celebrating the birth of 

Christ at our Family Service on 11 December! 

We had over 60 participants and everyone had a role.  

You could be a Joseph, a Mary or perhaps a Donkey or a 

Star.  Each had a line to say... from Mary’s “You’ve got to 

be kidding” (hands on hips!) to the Wise Travellers’ “Who 

packed that?”, to a “Baaa!” or a “Woof!” and of course 

the Star, who encouraged us to “Follow Me”. 

Thank you very much to all our participants, it was a  

fun night, and fantastic to see so many families from our 

Friday Fun Connections, Playgroups, Messy Church and 

Sunday morning congregation come together. 

Santa at Playgroup 
Our delightful new Santa (Richard H) made visits to  

three Playgroups during the week.  The children were 

very excited to see him — well, the thought of Santa 

was exciting... receiving a present from him was 

another matter!  No tears, but resistance from a few, 

while slightly older ones ran joyfully to receive a gift... 

and parents encouraged “Thank you’s” as the presents 

were accepted with glee.  Of course, sadly, there was 

no sitting on Santa’s lap this year! 



Our sincere thanks to this week’s organist:  Victoria Liu. 

Current COVID Safety Requirements 
Coming to worship in-person: 
• Stay away if you feel unwell, have any COVID symptoms, 

or are required to isolate; 

• Register beforehand to ensure that we don’t exceed our 
capacity; 

• Check in with the church’s QR code on arrival or, if that is 
not possible, have your name, contact details and arrival 
time ticked off by a steward.  QR codes are mandatory  
for worship venues; 

• Physically distance 1.5m apart from others, as far as 
practicable, both indoors and outdoors (except for 
members of the same household); 

• Masks are not required, but are highly recommended  
(& will be available on request); 

• Singing without masks is allowed; 

• At Gordon we are allowing a maximum of 86 people, & 
the permitted seating combinations are: 3 singles or 2 
couples per pew/row of chairs; a larger group of the same 
household members per pew/row. 

Morning tea will be delayed until the New Year. 

Visiting the Church sites at other times: 
• Stay away if you feel unwell, have any COVID symptoms, 

or are required to isolate; 

• Check in with the church’s QR code or, if that is not 
possible, record your name, contact details and arrival 
time in the register; 

• Wear a face mask while in an indoors area unless: 
You are under 12 years old; your physical or mental 
health, illness or condition, or disability, makes it 
unsuitable; or you are alone or everyone present is from 
the same household or engaged in the same activity; 

• Physically distance 1.5m apart as far as practicable both 
indoors and outdoors (except for members of the same 
household). 

Playgroups at Gordon 
Playgroups are having a little break, but will be back in 

Gordon’s Red Room on a reduced schedule during January. 

Mon 10 Jan 

11:30am - 1:30pm for Baby Playgroup. 

Tuesday 11 Jan, Monday 17 Jan & Wed 19 Jan 

9:30am - 11:30am for regular Playgroup. 

We’ll be back to our regular schedule from Mon 24 Jan. 
Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion to 
Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send your items for uploading to  
Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: 

Courtney H 

     &  Ailsa R 

Richard B, 

Are you on our Service Rosters during December? 

If you’re no longer available for your allocated slot, 

please contact Nicola so that a sub can be arranged. 

The latest issue of  

A Shared Path is out now.   

It’s available to read online via 

our website and hard copies can 

be picked up from both Gordon 

and Pymble. 

If you need a hard copy posted 

out, please call the office or 

email via info@gpuc.org.au  

Insights magazine’s Summer 2021/22 

edition is now available for pick up 

from both Gordon and Pymble.   

If you need a hard copy posted out, 

please call the office or email via 

info@gpuc.org.au  


