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From the Editor’s Couch 
The Ashes are back ‘down under’ and interest is 

high! The first test begins at The Gabba on 8th 

December and tickets are going fast. 

One of the most inspiring things to note about The 

Ashes is that people will be attending in person! 

After almost two long years of on-off lockdown, 

nearly 90% of Australians are double vaccinated 

and we are moving into a ‘new normal’ lifestyle. 

This ‘new normal’ also applies to our church 

community. In person worship is back from today 

(5th December). Pages 26 to 32 of the magazine 

bear testimony to the wonderful range of community activities that can now be 

attended in person, even though we need to keep wearing our masks. 

What’s more, in a couple of weeks we will be joining together to celebrate 

Christmas. A time when we recognise that Jesus came among us. And is still 

among us! I’m looking forward to this year’s Christmas celebrations, and I don’t 

think I’m the only one. 

Christmas brings us the story of Mary’s journey to the centre of truth, love and 

salvation. Two thousand years ago, Mary travelled by camel. Today, would she 

have travelled by train? At Christmas, we will explore her journey and ours, and 

the lasting significance of the Christmas event. 

With the assistance of the Sydney Alliance, a number of North Shore residents 

have lobbied our existing and nominating councillors in the lead-up to the 4th 

December Local Government Elections to support positive affordable housing 

policies and action. The first meeting of this group took place in Gordon Uniting 

Church on Monday 8th November. You will find a story about this movement on 

page 17 of the magazine. 

This edition of A Shared Path also contains information about Rick Barnes’ kayak 

voyage to New Zealand, a letter of thanks from Margaret Jurd College, the Uniting 

Church Assembly’s view of COP26, news from the Christian Conference of Asia, 

an article by Jean Smith about the Rev George Brown (represented in a stained-

glass window at Gordon) and more. 

Rev Paul Swadling 

The deadline for contributions to the March edition is Friday 18th February. 
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GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 
 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 

Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary   David Turner  

Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Sonja Paterson, Pymble (10am – 1.30pm Mon, Wed, 

Thurs & Friday) (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

     Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)  

     (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship 

services can be accessed by Zoom and are still available each Sunday on 

YouTube. Links to services are available from Nicola, Lesley or Natasha and the 

services may be viewed on the respective Sundays or at any time afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 
While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be 

joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 26 – 32. 
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We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church. 
 

Minister of the Word:  

Rev Sunil Jeong 

Email: covenant95@gmail.com 

 

On the corner of the Pacific Highway & 

Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072 
 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday Worship:   12:30 pm 

Young Adult Group:  3:00 pm 

Sunday School:   3:00 pm 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm 

 

MISSION FIELD:  

Indonesia (Noeraku) 
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From the Minister’s Keyboard 

The weeks of the Advent season traditionally 

celebrate Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. What a list in 

anticipation of the birth of Jesus! And what a list as 

we emerge from lockdowns and continue to battle the 

struggles of a pandemic that seems to go on forever. 

The announcement of another Greek letter variant 

gave us all further flutters and we await to hear what 

Omicron will mean for us and for the world’s greater 

emergence from this pandemic. 

Jesus’ birth was into a similarly tense situation. 

Matthew and Luke provide a long list of the dark political and religious realities of 

the time and set Jesus’ birth against them. Israel was chosen of God yet the Roman 

Emperor ruled. Herod was in charge locally and the high priests were in too-close 

cahoots with him. Ordinary people groaned under the weight of over-taxation and 

the despair of poverty. When would a Saviour come? How would things change?  

Luke especially highlights the role of faithful, expectant people like Anna and 

Simeon who longed for the ‘consolation of Israel’. Both trusted through the 

difficult times and then were able to recognise the activity of God in the most 

ordinary of circumstances. How many babies would have been brought to the 

Temple for dedication over the years? And yet the inner witness of the Spirit 

identified Mary and Joseph’s child as the one marked by God for a special role. 
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As we set out once more on our Advent journey, and as we prepare ourselves 

again for the birth of the Saviour, let us learn from our sacred stories. The 

heaviness we may feel at our current circumstances is not unique. And we are not 

Robinson Crusoe in terms of the deep longing for better, more stable times. Yet let 

us learn to wait expectantly, looking for signs of the Saviour, and perhaps being 

the signs of the Saviour as we live out hope, peace, joy and love in our daily 

interactions. This is at least part of what it means to live expectantly during Ad 

Rev Steve Aynsley 
 

 

Thanks from Margaret Jurd College 
 

This lovely message to the Gordon-Pymble 

Congregation has been received from Darren 

Twist, Principal of Margaret Jurd College... 

“I really do hope that lockdown is treating the 

GPUC congregation as well as lockdown could be 

expected to treat people!  Would you please relay 

to the congregation the following:  

MJC families are reporting that they are certainly 

struggling with the lockdown restrictions but are 

still doing everything possible to support their young people. 

The College has provided devices to students who need them, as well as Wi-Fi 

access to students who need it.  Students have a daily wellbeing Zoom check in 

and a daily educational Zoom.  Each student has also been provided with paper 

copies of work in case their IT solutions fail.  The College Wellbeing Team has 

begun playing online Minecraft with select students as an online counselling tool 

and the Teaching Team has been playing online role playing games with students 

to help get some required outcomes. 

Students have all been provided with an “Iso Pack”, which is a toolbox of assorted 

activities such as skipping ropes, colouring-in materials / tennis balls / frontline 

hobby models, etc to help keep them entertained at home.  Families have been 

provided with food vouchers to help feed the students (which is something 
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normally done by the College) and all families have been offered fee relief until  



 

 

 

the end of the year.  It should be noted that some parents have chosen to continue 

to pay fees but, at the College’s suggestion, these fees have been transferred into 

“donations” so we can further reach out to families who may be suffering extreme 

financial hardship (without our falling foul of our obligations under section 83C of 

the NSW Education Act). 

We are intending to have a portable Year 12 graduation with our bus (contactless) 

delivering graduation packs with a message from staff, a graduation certificate and 

an Uber voucher (so they can have a celebration dinner with their families). 

We have also started “Kerbside Learning” in which a teacher and a caseworker 

run a short class (outdoors and COVID safe, etc) for those who are in extreme 

danger of disengaging and becoming entirely “lost” (as in – we haven’t heard from 

them and can’t contact their families, etc) which did happen to a number of our 

students last year! 

Many of these things have been made possible through the donations of your 

amazing congregation! 

As always, many thanks, 

Darren Twist   
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Sydney to New Zealand by Kayak 



 

An Expedition of Faith, Ability, Courage and Exhaustion 

 

Rick Barnes has set off on a huge journey from Australia to New 
Zealand by kayak. My thanks to Steve for the following details on 
Rick’s journey. Editor 

• In the planning for 5 years 

• Had hoped to do it before he turned 60 but Covid put it back a year 

• Designed and built his own kayak. I think he cut an existing one in half and 

added the ‘bump’ in the middle (though perhaps that was an earlier 

prototype) 

• Much research and liaison with other ocean kayakers. 

• Has previously kayaked from Melbourne to Tassie, but this doesn’t require 

being overnight in the kayak as you can ‘island-hop’. Has also 

circumnavigated Tassie. 

• When he began planning there was no successful solo kayak crossing, but 

since then one man has done it. Earlier another man died attempting it in 

2007. Two ex-Knox guys crossed the ditch in a dual ocean kayak in 2008. 

• He left Sydney from Roseville Bridge wharf on Monday 15 Nov and has 

travelled up the coast to get settled, ensure the kayak is working properly in 

seas and to get over initial seasickness. I don’t think he has an intended 

destination, other than NZ.  

• Expects to take around 75 days but has food for 100 days. 

• An engineer, Rick has enjoyed the planning and problem-solving in 

preparation and that is a big part of the satisfaction of the adventure. 

• His plan is to paddle north to Port Macquarie before heading east to NZ. 
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• Has prepared for all eventualities - has GPS tracking, computer to email, 

satellite phone in order to keep in contact, has a trusted friend who will 

‘make the call’ to send rescue if needed and send weather info. A recent 

addiction was some technology to make him ‘visible’ to large shipping 

vessels on radar. All this puts his sister, brothers and their families, father 

and many friends somewhat at ease. 

• Has not wanted any media or sponsorship - a truly humble fellow who is 

doing this for the sense of adventure and challenge, not for the glory.  

 
 

Asked about his planned journey, Rick said, “Everyone needs goals and dreams. 

This is the story of a dream to paddle a kayak solo and unassisted from Australia 

to New Zealand. The goal is to inspire more people to be more active and 

adventurous and to follow their own dreams.” 

I’m sure all of us at GPUC wish Rick well. We look forward to hearing the 
story of his successful and exciting voyage. Editor 
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Who Was the Rev George Brown? 
By Jean Smith 

The Thursday morning Bible Study Group 

uses ‘With Love to the World’ and its 

commentaries as a guide for discussion. On 1st 

September there was the name of Rev George 

Brown at the end of the commentary as a 

Christian pioneer, and Sue Conde mentioned 

that there was a stained-glass window at GUC 

in memory of George Brown. A young 

woman had come to see it, when Sue was in 

the Office one day, and she had said she was 

researching George Brown. I was able to tell 

the group that George Brown had lived on the 

Pacific Highway next to St John’s Church. 

(My doctor had his surgery in that building so 

I had seen mention of George Brown’s having 

lived there.) Sue then asked the question, 

‘Why was there a memorial to George Brown 

in GUC?’ Kerry Blight did a quick Google 

search and found that George Brown was a 

British missionary but that didn’t answer 

Sue’s question.  

My curiosity was aroused, and I decided to do 

some research into George Brown. On 

Googling him as George Brown, missionary I 

discovered a Wikipedia article about him, an 

entry in the Australian Dictionary of 

Biography and a book written by Margaret 

Reeson (she had been a guest speaker at GUC 

on one occasion). I read the first two items 

and skimmed the third so was able to put 

together a timeline for George Brown. I also 

looked at ‘The Historian’, the annual journal 

of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society where I 

found twelve references to George Brown, and 

these placed him in Gordon. 

George Brown was born in Barnard Castle, 

Durham, (the name of a town not a castle), to 
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George Brown and Elizabeth Dixon. He was educated at a private school. His 

mother had died when he was young and his father had remarried. His stepmother 

was so strict that George ran away to sea, sailing on Royal Navy ships and getting 

as far as Canada. When he returned to Barnard Castle he was unable to settle 

down there so in 1855 he migrated to Auckland, New Zealand. There he lived 

with Rev. Thomas Buddle and his wife who was his mother’s sister and attended 

regular Bible classes. There he had a conversion experience and decided he was 

called to be a missionary. In 1859 he sailed to Sydney, (the Methodist Church in 

NZ was governed from the NSW Methodist Conference) and offered himself as a 

missionary. He was accepted but had to be married to go on mission so back he 

went to NZ where he proposed and was married to Sarah Lydia Wallis in 1860. 

They then sailed back to Sydney where George was ordained as a missionary and 

on 30th October 1860 they arrived in Samoa. From 1860 to 1874 George trained 

the Samoans to minister to the growing number of converts there and Sarah Lydia 

had nine children as well as supporting George in his missionary work. 

 

George Brown had heard that the NSW Conference was considering setting up a 

new mission in New Britain and he felt called to go there. Money was required for 

this endeavour so he left Samoa and toured NZ on a fund-raising mission and 

recruitment tour before returning to NSW where he did the same. By 1875 he had 

enough money and manpower to start a new mission in New Britain. This was 

‘new ground’ for mission as the native people were still cannibals and his life was 

often in danger.  
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Having successfully established the new mission he returned to Sydney in 1881. 

He brought with him his wife and his six surviving children; three children having 

died in the islands. In Sydney he was involved in deputational and circuit work. In 

1887 he was appointed Secretary of the Board of Missions and in 1888 he was 

Special Commissioner to Tonga. His family home seems to have been in Lindfield 

at this time because he was appointed a trustee for the proposed Lindfield 

Methodist Church. In 1893 he bought a 5-acre block of land on the south corner of 

Cecil Street where he built a two storey 14 room house named ‘Kinawauna’, the 

name of his mission station in New Britain.  

In 1901 land was bought to build a Methodist Church on the corner of Cecil Street 

and the Pacific Highway, opposite George Brown’s home and in 1902 the 

foundation stone was laid by Mrs George Brown, Mrs Callaghan and Mr 

McKeown. In 1905 George Brown and his family were living next door to St 

John’s Church (that house was also called Kinawauna), and in 1908 George 

Brown completed his autobiography. (He had met Robert Louis Stephenson on 

one of his voyages across the Pacific Ocean but had refused to accept 

Stephenson’s offer to write his biography). In 1917 he died at his home in Gordon 

and was buried in the Methodist section of Gore Hill cemetery. His wife, four of 

his children and a grandson are buried with him. His grave is marked by a 

splendid obelisk, his papers are in the Mitchell Library and the artefacts he 

collected in the Pacific were acquired by the Bowes Museum in Barnard Castle, 

Durham, England. 

The stained-glass window in the passage between the Highway Centre and the 

Church is in memory of George Brown and Sarah Lydia Brown who died in 1924 

so, although I can’t find a written record about the window, it was most likely 

donated by the children after Sarah Lydia died. 
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The Uniting Church in 

Australia joins with the 

World Council of 

Churches and other 

climate advocates in 

expressing grave 

disappointment with the 

lack of ambition and 

inadequate outcomes at 

the COP26 meeting held 

over two weeks in 

Glasgow. 

UCA President Rev Sharon Hollis said while the global talks made some progress, 

both calling for rapid reductions in emissions and urging countries to “phase 

down” fossil fuels, a far greater global commitment was needed to prevent the 

most disastrous impacts of climate change. 

“We are at a crucial moment in time. The decisions we make now are critical to 

the future life of the planet, and we cannot abandon those who are most 

vulnerable,” said Rev Hollis. 

Assembly Associate General Secretary Rob Floyd said the pressure was now on 

for Australia to up its commitment to reducing emissions by 2030, with the 

agreement requesting nations to bring back stronger targets in 12 months. 

“Now is the time for Australia to play it’s part – we reiterate our call for the 

Australian Government to come up with a more ambitious plan to reduce our 

emissions and transition our economy away from fossil fuels towards renewable 

energies.” 

In a statement, the World Council of Churches Executive Committee appealed for 

a 'fundamental conversion towards just and sustainable future' expressing its 

dismay at the lack of progress at the COP26 meeting. 

“In Glasgow our political leaders have once again procrastinated on taking the 

actions that the climate emergency demands, and diminished the window of 

opportunity for taking that action,” the statement reads. 

“We human beings are an integral part of God’s good creation, and are dependent 

on the divinely created web of life for our well-being. As God’s image-bearers we 

also carry the responsibility to care for God’s creation.” 
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It followed a final appeal at the COP26 from leaders of different faiths delivered 

to a High-Level Ministerial Segment of the meeting. 

Read by Rev James Bhagwan, General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of 

Churches, the statement described climate change as an ethical and spiritual 

matter. 

“As people of faith we have the vocation to care for our home, Mother Earth,” the 

message reads. “When we care for our home, we care for the most vulnerable 

which includes the poor people of the world, the future generations and the 

ecosystems without voices of their own.” 

“This transition away from a fossil fuel-based economy to a life-affirming 

economy must be just, securing livelihoods and wellbeing for all and not just 

some.” 

 

Sophie’s Squares 
Sophie, who came to the 

Community Centre just this year, 

has learned to knit since she joined 

us and has made some amazing 

garments which really impressed all 

of us with her obvious skill. 

  

She then took on doing some 

squares for the Wrapped With Love 

blankets and recently brought up 

this bag which contains 70 

completed squares!  Well done 

Sophie!! 

 

Story: Rosemary Watson 

Photo: Flo Brawn 

 

 

 

Calling all creatives! Name the President's Podcast 
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Affordable Housing for Ku-ring-gai 
With the assistance of the 

Sydney Alliance, a number 

of North Shore residents 

have carried out plans to 

lobby our existing and 

nominating councillors in the 

lead-up to the 4th December 

Local Government Elections 

in order to support positive 

affordable housing policies 

and action.  

This is in the interest of 

making it possible for workers who are employed (and therefore needed) in our 

region to be financially able to reside closer to where they work. Policies and 

initiatives such as this will benefit not only single-income families, but also 

teachers, paramedics, nurses, pre-school staff, disability-carers, aged-carers and 

many others... so many of whom are obliged to travel long distances to work every 

day.  

A public meeting was held at 7:30 pm on Monday 8th November at Gordon 

Uniting Church to encourage and gauge support for this aim.  

Many people will no doubt appreciate the additional possibilities for extended 

family members who may currently be seeking rental accommodation and are not 

yet able to buy in our region.  

Richard Hanson reported to the Current Affairs Discussion Group that the Ku-

ring-gai Affordable Housing group held its planned zoom session to interview 

candidates for the Dec 4 council elections on Tuesday 23rd November, with 12 

candidates appearing before 72 viewers from 7.00 to 8.30pm.  Richard wrote, “We 

were very pleased with the turnout and hope that the appearing candidates, if 

elected, will carry through with their promises. We will be holding further 

interviews afterwards to follow up.” 

On the 24th November, Richard sent the following message to the Church Council: 

“I am pleased to report that the closing meeting of our pre-election campaign took 

place last night in a 1.5-hour zoom meeting where we interviewed 12 candidates 

watched by 72 zoomers and received positive responses from most of them, fully 

cognisant however, that implementation is yet an entirely major obstacle. I was 

asked to thank the GPUC for its contribution.” 
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CCA General Secretary encourages 

member churches and councils to become 

‘first responders’ in efforts to combat 

gender-based violence on International Day 

for Elimination of Violence against Women 
  

 

CHIANG MAI: The Christian Conference of Asia’s (CCA) General Secretary, Dr 

Mathews George Chunakara, released a special statement on the occasion of the 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, which falls on 

25 November each year. In the statement, the CCA General Secretary writes, 

“Asian churches must become ‘first responders’ in the efforts to combat all forms 

of gender-based violence.” 
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The CCA General Secretary further 

called upon member churches and 

councils to “break the silence, speak out, 

and most importantly, read the Bible 

through an ‘orange lens’ throughout the 

upcoming 16 days of activism”, in 

keeping with the annual theme of the 

year, ‘Orange the World: End Violence 

against Women Now!’. The colour 

orange represents a brighter and 

transformed future which is free of 

violence against women and girls. 

“There is an urgent need in our Asian 

Christian communities to revisit and 

reinvestigate episodes of violence—

physical, sexual, and psychological—

against women in the Bible. If we ignore 

or consciously refuse to engage with the 

issues of gender-based violence in the 

Bible by taking neutral or aperspectival 

stances, we may run the risk of 

reinforcing or buttressing such problematic power dynamics,” reads the statement. 

The statement further continues, “The CCA reaffirms its own commitments to 

accompany its member churches and councils in concerted efforts to fully 

eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls. The CCA also 

encourages its member churches and councils to identify and call out signs and 

symptoms of gender-based violence in their communities by understanding the 

dynamics of abuse and prioritising the safety and wellbeing of all women and 

girls.” 

“The church is one of the first places that survivors of violence reach out in order 

to get help. Asian churches must become ‘first responders’ in the efforts to combat 

all forms of gender-based violence. Together, let us ‘Orange the World’,” 

concludes the statement. 

UNITING AGAINST VIOLENCE | THURSDAYS IN BLACK 

UnitingWorld is a strong advocate for the safety and security of women and 

believes we can all help to shift the society-wide attitudes that justify, minimise or 

ignore violence. And we can all be part of building solidarity for a safer world. 

One way of representing our commitment is known as Thursdays in Black. This is 

a symbolic representation of what we believe. 
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We can treat violence against women as the crisis it is. 

On average in Australia, one woman a week and one man a month is killed by a 

current or former partner. One in six (1.6 million) women have experienced 

physical and/or sexual violence by a partner since age 15. 

Australian police currently deal with 5,000 domestic violence matters on average 

every week – one every two minutes. ABC News have created an interactive 

counter to highlight the prevalence of the violence. 

The problem also affects our wider Asia-Pacific region, where rates of violence 

against women and girls are far higher than the global average. (Our partners 

are leading a dialogue and empowering advocates to address the issue). 

What can we do to draw attention to the crisis? 

Wear black on Thursdays 

Thursdays in Black is a global campaign that was started by the World Council of 

Churches (WCC) and its approach was inspired by movements of courageous 

women like the Mothers of Plaza de Mayo.   

The WCC relaunched Thursdays in Black on International Women’s Day this 

year, urging churches and people of faith to join the movement of wearing black in 

solidarity with women facing violence. 

Every Thursday, staff at UnitingWorld and many of our international church 

partners wear black as an act of solidarity to honour women everywhere facing 

violence and injustice. It’s a small gesture, but a powerful symbol of our unity of 

purpose and commitment to act. 
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Our Partnership with UnitingWorld 

 
At GPUC we want our mission to be 

• local 

• national 

• and International 

We have a partnership with Uniting World. The financial component of the 

partnership is directed to the broader Partnering Women for Change (PW4C) 

program (which includes the Healthy Families, Safe Communities project), with 

the relational component directed to the Kiribati project and the Kiribati Uniting 

Church. 

As a church we are committed 

• to supporting both the Kiribati Community and Uniting World staff in prayer 

• devote at least one service per year focussed on Kiribati 

• Produce a video twice a year to send to the Kiribati Uniting Church. Just 

recently our Messy Church families sent a Thinking of You video 

• Financial support 

• Educate the GPUC Community about the project and the partnership. 

If you wish to donate click here. 

If you are interested in being part of a small group to foster this relationship, 

please contact Nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Hear an update from Rev. Paul Swadling at a recent Online service.  
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“If This is the Highway (I'll Take the 

Dirt Road)” Book Launch 
Some of you have met my son, Joel. This inclusion of a publisher’s notice is simply 

a proud father’s announcement that Joel has finished the book he’s spent a lot of 

years working on. Editor 

Join author, actor and director, Joel Swadling, for the launch of his 

biography of actor, producer, and director David Branson - If This is the 

Highway (I'll Take the Dirt Road) - The Formidable Encounters of David 

Branson, Esq. 

An actor, presenter, producer, and director, David Branson was a dazzling 

fountain of energy whose artistic endeavours throughout Australia enlivened and 

advanced the careers of many performing artists. In this book, many of those 

artists share intriguing encounters with this particularly individual figure of 

inspiration, reflecting upon and revealing how he-and they-helped to shape the 

grass-roots avant-garde of the performing arts in Australia. Author Joel Swadling, 

who worked with Branson, highlights how Branson gained fame throughout 

Australia as one of the founders of Splinters Theatre of Spectacle, a twelve-year 

experiment in multimedia, cross-discipline outdoor ritual, and through other 

endeavours.  

After Branson's death, the avant-garde 

excitement of Canberra faded for a 

time without his spirit and guidance. If 

This Is the Highway (I'll Take the Dirt 

Road) celebrates and illuminates the 

impact of one of the avant-garde's 

most talented titans. 

The launch will feature readings from 

the book by invited guests, as well as 

songs from members of Mikelangelo 

& the Black Sea Gentlemen, and 

reflections upon David's enduring 

legacy. Mikelangelo & the Black Sea 

Gentlemen feature three of the book's 

many contributors: Pip Branson, Phil 

Moriarty, and Michael Simic.  
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Census reveals Australia’s religious diversity 

on World Religion Day 
As we approach the next census, and the PM is proposing a new Religious 

Discrimination Bill, I thought it might be interesting to see how religious 

following in Australia was represented at the last census. Editor 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

18 January 2018 
 

 

   

   

Census reveals Australia’s religious diversity on World Religion Day 

 

 

World Religion Day aims to foster interfaith understanding and harmony and 

is an opportunity to recognise the diversity of religion present in modern day 

Australia.  

The 2016 Census of Population and Housing found that three-fifths of the 

Australian population (61 per cent, or 14 million people) are affiliated with a 

religion or spiritual belief.  

Christianity is once again the dominant religion in Australia, with 12 million 

people, and 86 per cent of religious Australians, identifying as Christians. 

There was roughly a seven per cent drop in the number of Christians since 

2011. More than two in five (43 per cent) of Christians are Catholic, the 

largest broad denomination, while a quarter are Anglican (25 per cent). 

Just over two million Australians indicated a religion other than Christianity, 

accounting for 14 per cent of religious people and eight per cent of the total 

population.  

Australia is home to a diverse collection of people, and this is also apparent 

through the wide variety of different religions recorded on the Census. 

The most prominent non-Christian religions are Islam (600,000 people), 

Buddhism (560,000), Hinduism (440,000), Sikhism (130,000) and Judaism 

(90,000). Sikhism is in fact the fastest-growing religion in Australia since 

2011 (74 per cent increase) ahead of Hinduism (60 per cent increase). 

Other Spiritual beliefs practised by Australians include Middle Eastern 

religions (Baha’i, Mandaean, Druse, Zoroastrianism and Yezidi), Nature 

religions (Paganism, Wiccan, Animism and Druidism), East Asian beliefs  
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(Taoism, Confucianism, Ancestor Veneration and Shinto), and 

AustralianAboriginal traditional beliefs.  

Although Australia remains a predominantly religious country, about one 

third of all Australians (30 per cent, or 7 million people) indicated either ‘No 

Religion’ or a secular belief such as Atheism, Humanism or Agnosticism. The 

number of people indicating they had ‘No Religion’ has increased by almost 

50 per cent from 2011 to 2016.  

 

The 2016 Census also found: 

• Islam and Australian Aboriginal traditional beliefs were the 

religions with the youngest median age (27 years), while 

Christianity and Judaism both have a median age of 44 years. 

• The most urbanised religions are Mandaean, Druse and Jainism 

– with 99 per cent of Mandaeans, 98 per cent of Druse and 96 

per cent of Jains living in a capital city. The least urbanised 

religion is Australian Aboriginal traditional beliefs (20 per 

cent), ahead of Paganism and Wicca (56 per cent and 57 per 

cent respectively). 

• Hindus and Jains are most likely to be born overseas, with over 

four-fifths (81 per cent) emigrating from other countries – 

predominantly India. 

• The religion with the highest proportion of females to males is 

Wiccan, with 26 males per 100 females, compared to the 

national ratio of 97 males per 100 females. The religion with 

the highest proportion of males to females is Rastafari, with 

346 males per 100 females. 

• Although not a recognised religion in Australia, close to 48,000 

people reported themselves as Jedi.  
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble UC? 

Playgroups for Children 
Holiday Program: Tuesday 11th, Monday 17th and 

Wednesday 19th January @ Gordon.  

Baby Playgroup  

11.30pm – 1.00pm, Thursdays @Gordon. 

Please register (info@gpuc.org.au)  as our numbers are 

limited due to Covid restrictions. 

All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are welcome. 2021 fees $7 casual 

rate for one child or one session per week or $10 casual rate for two children or 2 

sessions per week. Call Nicola Robinson on 0417 496 390 or Courtney Heyden on 

0402 644 633. 

Bible Study Group @ Gordon 
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We 

use With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for 

our studies. New members are very welcome. For more 

information, please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107. 

 

Book Club @ Gordon 
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month 

at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45 

Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome. 

For more information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498 

8702. 

 

The Luncheon Group 
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday 

of every month at a member’s home. Everyone is 

welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the 

hospitality of the group and discussion of the 

members. We often have an interesting speaker. If 

you would like to join us, please phone Janet – 

9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.  
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Messy Church @ Gordon 
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first Saturday 

of each month, Messy Church caters for families 

with young children. However, everyone is 

welcome. 

We are looking for volunteers who can go on a 

roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook a 

meal, help set up and/or clear away, prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you 

would like to help. Phone 0417496390 or email 

nicola@guc.org.au. 

Coffee Connections  

In recess until 2022 when you will be welcome in the 

Marshall Hall at Pymble. Coffee Connections includes 

an interesting talk & a ‘Think Link’ prepared by Rev 

Steve Aynsley. We don’t talk religion or politics, but 

almost anything else goes.  

10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15 -12 noon Speaker 

 

 

Book Club @ Pymble 
Meeting on the first Monday of each month 

at 8pm, this is a gathering of wonderful 

women around a book – usually a 

contemporary novel or a biography. The 

meetings are held in members’ homes. For 

further info, contact Linda on 9983 9341.  

 

Friendship Circle  
The Friendship Circle will return next year. 

 

The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who 

arrange interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on 

the 3rd Monday of the month at 10.15am.  

All women are welcome. 

For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604. 
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Stitching Group 
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and 

chat. This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon 

Church. Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth 

on 9888 2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com. 

 

Heart and Mind  
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life by reading a 

book in depth and using it as a basis for conversation. Meeting 

the third Sunday of each month at 6pm in a local home, this 

group has a variety of ages. Contact Heather on 9449 7810. 

 

Golf Days  
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range 

of people from the church and beyond enjoy a 

round of golf. From hackers to the experienced, our 

focus is on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve 

never scored a hole in one, you’re still welcome! 

For further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.  

 

Tuesday Conversations 
We meet weekly during the school terms at 6:30 pm for a 

shared meal and 7:30  pm for a discussion. The discussion 

focuses on exploring faith in our contemporary world. 

Contact Nicola 9498 6729. 

PUnCH 
Discussions are led by Steve Aynsley on the 

second and fourth Sundays of the month at 6 pm. 

Exploring life and faith for the 50-something + 

age group.  

For details please call Steve on 0427 006 201. 
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Friday Fun Connections  
At 6.30pm from Friday 21st January. 

You don’t have to have kids—FFC is for all 

ages—come along and be part of the buzz!  

Hall of Games: All games will be in the Hall. Our 

kick off group activity will involve your listening 

skills.  

Project Red Room: We’ll have activities to assist 

a cause of the day. 

Yellow Room: We’ll continue to have some craft or mindfulness activities and 

facilitate interesting discussions relating to parenting, families and relationships. 

We’re also looking to arrange speakers on mental health, social/media technology 

and transitioning into high school.  

Courtyard: Join us from 6:30pm for delicious hamburgers, fruit punch or (for the 

over 18’s!) a glass of wine. $10pp includes food and refreshments— please book 

in advance via our website.  

 

Men’s Lunch Group meets 9th Dec 

 

The first meeting of our new Men’s Lunch Group will be held at the Terry Hills 

Tavern on the 9th December. Double vaccination required. 

No speaker. No topic for discussion. Just blokes’ informal conversations. 

All men are warmly invited. Please contact the Editor on 0418 964044 or 

swaddlerpaul@gmail.com or contact Andrew Cripwell on 0412 467377 or 

andrewcripwell@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Community Centre @ Gordon 

 

2022 FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting, 

Computers and iPads, Mahjong (returning soon), Wrap with Love, Step by Step 

Walking, BBQ Lunch and more… at Gordon Uniting, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon. 

We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make 

Uniting Gordon Community Centre such a terrific place of companionship, 

achievement, ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you! 

Term 1: Friday 4th February to Friday 8th April 
Why not invite some friends to join us? Everyone is welcome. 

Enquiries:  Lesley Burt – 9498 6729 or lesley@gpuc.org.au  

Website: www.guc.org.au 

Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you 

any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙ 

Enrolment Fees for Term 1  
Enrolments for Term 1:  9 am - 11 am on Friday, 29 October. 

All Classes & Groups:  $55 for one or more classes 

Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week 

Special rate for 2 people from same household: $75 per term 

 

Morning tea or coffee is available each Friday from 10.00 am. It would be 

appreciated if you would order for the whole term, please. 
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TERM 1: Fridays 4th February 8th April, 2022 
Each Friday over seven weeks 

 

Time Class or Group Tutor/s Class Location 

9.00-10.00 Step by Step   

Walking Group 

New leader 

needed 
Meet in car park 

9.00-10.00 Computers & iPads for 

Beginners 

Bruce Kwong Main Hall 

9.30-12.30 Watercolour Painting & 

Drawing 

Jeanie Atkinson Red Room 

10.00-10.30 Morning tea served By Staff and 

volunteers only 
Served in the 

various groups 

10.00-12.30 Knitting group - Wrap 

with Love 

Rosemary  

Watson 

Red Room 

10.15-11.15 Current Affairs Paul Swadling 

Peter Norman 

Richard Hansford 

Yellow Room 

TBA Mahjong Cathy Hall Postponed due to 

Covid  

10.15-11.15 
Computers – Special 

Program each term 
Bruce Kwong Main Hall 

11.30-12.30 Computers - 

Troubleshooting 

Bruce Kwong Main Hall 

11.30-12.30 Conversations in the 

Courtyard (or Hall) 

Christopher 

Hudson 

Courtyard or 

Yellow Room 

TBA BBQ Lunch  Deferred till later 

in year 
 

# Classes are subject to alteration. 

 

Looking Ahead: We need a new name for the community centre. 

Suggestions? Contact Paul Swadling on swaddlerpaul@gmail.com. 
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The following story was sent to me by Darryl Maytom. It’s a wonderful story. Like 

me, you may have heard it before, but it’s worth hearing again. Editor 

Lennie and Ginger Mick  
It’s 1932 and Australia is in the grip of the Great Depression. 

One in three workers are unemployed. 

Decrepit shanty towns hug the outskirts of the big cities. 

A scrawny rabbit caught in a trap will feed a family for a week. Country roads are 

filled with broken men walking from one farmhouse to another seeking menial 

jobs and food.  

On the outskirts of the South Gippsland town of Leongatha, an injured farmer lies 

in bed unable to walk – or work. 

World War I hero Captain Leo Tennyson Gwyther is in hospital with a broken leg 

and the family farm is in danger of falling into ruins.  

Up steps his son, nine-year-old Lennie. 

With the help of his pony Ginger Mick, Lennie ploughs the farm’s 24 paddocks 

and keeps the place running until his father can get back on his feet.  

How to reward him?  

Lennie has been obsessively following one of the biggest engineering feats of the 

era – the construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

He wants to attend its opening. 

With great reluctance, his parents agree he can go.  

So Lennie saddles up Ginger Mick, packs a toothbrush, pyjamas, spare clothes and 

a water bottle into a sack, and begins the 1000+ kilometre (600+ miles) trek to 

Sydney.  

Alone. That’s right.  

A nine-year-old boy riding a pony from the deep south of Victoria to the biggest 

and roughest city in the nation.  

Told you it was a different era.  

No social media.  

No mobile phones.  

But even then it doesn’t take long before word begins to spread about a boy, his 

horse and their epic trek.  

The entire populations of small country towns gather on their outskirts to welcome 

his arrival.  
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He survives bushfires, is attacked by a “vagabond” and endures rain and cold, 

biting winds.  

When he reaches Canberra he is welcomed by Prime Minister Joseph  

Lyons, who invites 

him into Parliament 

House for tea.  

When he finally 

arrives in Sydney, 

more than 10,000 

people line the 

streets to greet him. 

He is besieged by 

autograph hunters. 

He becomes a key 

part of the official 

parade at the 

bridge’s opening. He 

and Ginger Mick are invited to make a starring appearance at the Royal Show.  

Even Donald Bradman, the biggest celebrity of the Depression era, requests a 

meeting and gives him a signed cricket bat.  

A letter writer to The Sydney Morning Herald at the time gushes that “just such an 

example as provided by a child of nine summers, Lennie Gwyther was, and is, 

needed to raise the spirit of our people and to fire our youth and others to do things 

– not to talk only.  

“The sturdy pioneer spirit is not dead ... let it be remembered that this little lad, 

when his father was in hospital, cultivated the farm – a mere child.”  

When Lennie leaves Sydney for home a month later, he has become one of the 

most famous figures in a country craving uplifting news.  

Large crowds wave handkerchiefs. 

Women weep and shout “goodbye”. 

According to The Sun newspaper, “Lennie, being a casual Australian, swung into 

the saddle and called ‘Toodleloo!’”.  

He finally arrives home to a tumultuous reaction in Leongatha.  

He returns to school and soon life for Lennie – and the country – returns to 

normal.  

These days you can find a bronze statue in Leongatha commemorating Lennie and 

Ginger Mick.  
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But Australia has largely forgotten his 

remarkable feat – and how he inspired 

a struggling nation.  

Never taught about him in school? 

Never heard of him before?  

Spread the word.  

We need to remember – and celebrate 

– Lennie Gwyther and his courageous 

journey.  

It's a great story. 

God knows we need these stories now, 

more than ever.  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget the 9th Dec Men’s Lunch  

 

The first meeting of our new Men’s Lunch Group will be held at the Terry Hills 

Tavern on the 9th December. Double vaccination required. 

All men are warmly invited. Please contact the Editor on 0418 964044 or 

swaddlerpaul@gmail.com or contact Andrew Cripwell on 0412 467377 or 

andrewcripwell@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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