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A message from Steve 

Thoughts & Prayers 
Pray for 

• Jo S, who is in hospital following planned surgery; 

• Lois B, who is home from hospital & rehab; 

• Rick B, as he continues his travel north to  

Port Macquarie before heading east; 

• All Year 12 HSC & IB students, during their final 

exams; 

• All University students, as they sit their exams; & 

• The safety & work of Dr Naomi Ghosh, daughter of 

Rev Manas & Mrs Nita Ghosh, who leaves this week 

to work with Médecins Sans Frontières in Homa 

Bay, Kenya, for the next 6 months. 
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“The days are coming when I will fulfil my promise…”  

Jer 33:14.  In one sense this is the heart of the season of 

Advent, which we enter today.  God has made a 

promise and God will be faithful to that promise.   

But how?  I am sure the whole ‘Jesus thing’ (to use a 

theological phrase) was better understood in hindsight, 

rather than an immediate recognition that he was the 

Messiah and Son of God. 

So as we wait hopefully for God’s promises of peace, 

renewal and reconciliation to come to fruition, we 

might appreciate it won’t all come at once, dropped in 

from above.  But rather, as we co-operate with God, 

working towards those good outcomes, God somehow 

works in and through us and others.  And looking back 

we recognise that God has indeed brought a new reality 

into being.  As someone has said, “the path is made by 

walking.”  

As we head to a new set of circumstances from next 

Sunday, a few things to note: 

• Elsewhere in the Newsletter there is a full checklist 

about returning to the church building.  Please be 

familiar with the requirements. 

• Online Morning Tea will conclude for now after today.  

We can explore whether a monthly online Morning 

Tea is required in the new year. 

• Holy Communion will be served next week in the 

pews, the elements being brought by the servers.  

Please allow them to give the elements to you (with 

their gloved hand) as opposed to taking them yourself.  

This is per our Covid-Plan. 

Congratulations to Lesley B for all her preparation in 

running two very successful workshops this week —  

the Accidental Counsellor Course and the Carer’s 

Pamper Day.  They were both very well received. 

Steve Aynsley 



The Lindara Market needs volunteers for its Pricing and 

Sorting Sessions, every Friday until 3 December, 1-3pm, at 

the Lindfield Uniting Church Undercroft.  The next charity 

market will be on Saturday 4 Dec, 8am-1pm.  There’s an 

opportunity to buy items in advance if you  spot 

something you love while you’re helping out! 

All proceeds from the Market support a social worker 

based at Centacare in Waitara, who provides support and 

intervention for local families in crisis.  All donations of 

clean saleable goods can be dropped to the Lindfield 

Uniting Church carport on Fridays.  Strong helpers are  

also needed for set-up in the days prior to the market.  

Contact Noella on 9498 8105 for more information.   

NSW Health rules now require vaccination status to be 

checked for market entry on 4 December. 

Sunday worship & selected highlights: 
December & January 

4 December 2021 – Gordon 4:30pm.  Messy Church. 

5 December – Gordon 9:30 am.  Return to in-person 

worship, and Communion.  MADOW stall after service. 

11 December – Gordon 5:00pm.  Messy Church / FFC 

                             Christmas for Everyone Nativity Play 

12 December – Gordon 9:30 am.   

                             Congregation AGM following the service. 

19 December – Gordon 9:30 am. 

24 December – Pymble 6:30pm Children/Family Service. 

                             Gordon 8:30 pm Carols & Candles. 

25 December – Christmas Day at PLC Chapel, 9:00am. 

26 December – Online service. 

2 January 2022 – Gordon 9:30 am.  Communion. 

9 & 16 January – Gordon 9:30 am. 

23 January – Gordon 9:30 am.  Includes baptism. 

                        Pymble 11:00 am.  Communion 

30 January – Gordon 9:30 am.  Includes baptism.   

                        Rural focus BBQ. 

SCUC Joins SCCP 
Sydney’s Korean Presbytery was dismantled at the  

end of October.  We’re now very pleased to warmly 

welcome the Sydney Covenant Uniting Church 

congregation led by Rev Sunil Jeong to our own  

Sydney Central Coast Presbytery. 

Gifts for MJC 
Heading up to Margaret Jurd 

College this weekend is a special 

delivery of 110 Christmas gift parcels of homemade 

biscuits, together with handmade cards for their staff 

and students.  Also making the journey is our “Walking 

Together”, made by our Friday Fun Connections families. 

GPUC Vision & Values 
Earlier this year, you might remember as a congregation, 

we approved the ‘Mustard Seed’ Mission Plan for our 

congregation.  There had been considerable consultation 

and then further adjustments leading up to us adopting 

that Plan.  Since then the Teams have been working on 

the actions that flow from the aims in the Plan. 

At some training I attended recently, and during the 

ongoing discussions about property, it occurred to me 

GPUC lacks a short, pithy Vision Statement that sums up 

who we desire to be as a congregation and that drives us 

forward.  And perhaps a statement of our core values 

would be helpful as well to guide our decision making 

and telegraph what we are about to those who may, for 

example, look at our website. 

Subsequently, Church Council agreed to re-form the 

small team that co-ordinated the Mission Plan to work 

towards a statement of vision and values.  Of course, 

much of what we asked about in the previous 

consultations will be useful, so we are not starting from 

scratch, but this is to let you know that there will be 

some discussion on this over the coming months, 

including, I hope, a short presentation at the 

Congregation Meeting on 12 December.  If you wish to 

get in early or chat about this, please speak with any of 

the team members — Sue Co, Darryl M, Lesley B or me. 

Steve Aynsley 



Lifeline Christmas Hampers 
Lifeline would be most grateful if we can continue to 

donate Christmas season food items (up until  

5 December) for their hampers.  Most appreciated 

would be donations of:  tinned ham, Christmas pudding, 

Christmas cake, mince pies, long life custard, Christmas 

type biscuits, nuts and chips, and chocolates or sweets.  

(Please, no Tim Tams as they have received a generous 

donation of these.) 

If you’d prefer, Lifeline would be especially pleased to 

receive cash in order to purchase gift vouchers.  

Donations can be made via Lifeline’s website, by phone 

to Lifeline, or as cash (brought to the 5 December  

service in an envelope with your name and address).   

All monetary donations will be issued with a receipt for 

taxation purposes. 

Thank you everyone for the tremendous support you 

have given this year.  It is so much appreciated. 

NOTICE OF  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The third Annual General Meeting of the Gordon-

Pymble Uniting Church will be held on Sunday,  

12 December 2021 at 10:30 am, following morning 

worship at the Gordon Church.  At the meeting, the 

financial statements for the year ended 30 June 2021 

will be received, and the election of Church Council 

and Presbytery representatives will be held. 

Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held in 

December 2020, and of the General Meeting held on 

20 June 2021 are available from the Pymble office, or 

otherwise email info@gpuc.org.au and a soft-copy 

will be sent by return email. 

ELECTION OF  
MEMBERS OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

At the Annual General Meeting of the Congregation 

to be held on Sunday, 12 December 2021, there will 

be an election for Members of the Church Council.  In 

electing Church Councillors, the Regulations of the 

Uniting Church in Australia state that the 

Congregation shall recognise and appoint members 

who are endowed with gifts fitting them for the 

responsibilities of the office. 

The term of office of an elected Church Councillor is 

for such period from one to five years as is stipulated 

by the nominee and for which period the person is 

then elected by the Congregation.  At the expiry of 

the term the Church Councillor shall be eligible for re-

election. 

We invite nominations for Church Councillors.  If you 

know of someone who you believe has the gifts for 

these offices, you may like to ask them to consider 

nomination.  If you would be interested to serve on 

the Church Council, please speak to me or a member 

of the Council.   

Nomination forms which need to be signed by the 

nominee, a proposer and seconder, are available from 

the Church office at both Gordon and Pymble.  

Nominations will close on 28 November. 

Sue Co., Chair of the Congregation 

Current COVID Safety Requirements 
Coming to worship in-person: 
• Register beforehand to ensure that we don’t exceed our 

capacity; 

• Check in with the church’s QR code on arrival or, if that is 
not possible, have your name, contact details and arrival 
time ticked off by a steward; 

• Stay away if you feel unwell, have any COVID symptoms 
or are required to isolate; 

• Physically distance 1.5 m apart from others, as far as 
practicable both indoors and outdoors (except for 
members of the same household); 

• Wear a face mask while indoors, except if you are 
speaking as part of leading the service; 

• You can sing if you have been double-vaccinated or are 
medically exempted, but masks must remain on; 

• At Gordon a maximum of 86 people is allowed, and the 
permitted seating combinations are: 3 singles or 2 
couples per pew/row of chairs; a larger group of the 
same household members per pew/row; & 

• You are not required to be double-vaccinated or 
medically exempted to attend worship. 

Morning tea will be delayed until the New Year. 

Visiting the Church sites at other times: 
• Check in with the church’s QR code or, if that is not 

possible, record your name, contact details and arrival 
time in the register; 

• You must be double-vaccinated or medically exempted; 

• Wear a face mask (if 13 years and older) while indoors; &  

• Physically distance 1.5m apart as far as practicable 
(except for members of the same household). 

Virtual or Live Stream worship will continue at  
https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting  

https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting


A full-house for our  

Accidental Counsellor Workshop 
Lesley is delighted to report that 

our Accidental Counsellor 

Workshop during the week was a 

resounding success.  Connie from 

Lifeline presented a great and 

informative session that was 

thoroughly enjoyed by everyone 

attending.  Here’s what one 

participant had to say afterwards:  “A huge thank you 

for arranging such an interesting and informative 

session today.  Connie was fantastic, the group all 

worked well and the lunch was a real treat.” 

Carer’s Pamper Day 
What a wonderful success was our Carers’ Pamper Day, 

with over 50 deserving carers attending the event in 

the course of the day.  We had 3 Massage Therapists,  

a Reflexologist, a Beauty Therapist providing free half 

hour sessions of pure bliss, 2 Meditation sessions, all 

rounded out with a delicious morning tea and lunch. 

Huge thank you’s go to  

our resident Reflexologist 

Wendy W who so 

generously donated her 

time, to Judy E for serving 

copious cups of tea and 

coffee, and to our barista 

extraordinaire Nicola. 

Here’s a glorious watercolour painted by Sheila C 

during UGCC Art classes from a bushland photograph. 





Happy Birthday wishes 

this week to: 

Beth B,  

Judith P  

& Ian P 

FFC’s Stir Up 
Last week our Friday Fun 

Connections and Playgroup families 

came together at Pymble to ‘Stir Up’ 

Christmas puddings.  It was lovely to 

see our children get involved, either 

playing Christmas music on the flute 

or clarinet, or helping Courtney with 

the next step of instructions.   

The children ranged from 3-12 years and showed us you are 

never too young to get stirring!  Judy G did an amazing job at 

presenting the pudding bags... always supremely organized!  

Best of all our families heard the 

famous pudding prayer and had 

their puddings blessed by Steve.  

Anita, who is new to GPUC, said 

“Thank you so much for the 

pudding session.  We could not 

have had more fun today.   

What an incredible event!” 

A Platinum Celebration! 
Congratulations, 3 times over,  

to Ian and Judith Pearson, who 

celebrate their 70th Wedding 

Anniversary on 30 November.  The 

same date is also Judith’s birthday, 

with Ian’s falling the day before. 

Earlier consultations with their parents revealed that 

Ian is about 16 hours older than Judith, though they 

were born on different sides of the country. 

Birthday and Anniversary blessings to you both! 

Are you on our Service Rosters 

during December? 

If you’re no longer available  

for your allocated slot,  

please contact Nicola so that  

a sub can be arranged. 

Men’s Lunch Group Launch 
Calling all GPUC men!  Come ‘hang out’ with the guys 

for the very first meeting of our new Men’s Lunch 

Group at the Terrey Hills Tavern on Thursday,  

9 December.  (Double vaccination required.) 

No speaker.  No topic for discussion.  Just blokes’ 

informal conversations.  All men are warmly invited.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 

For further details, please contact Paul S or Andrew C 

via their listings in The Directory. 

Playgroups at Gordon 
Playgroups are back in Gordon’s Red Room: 

Mondays with Courtney 

9:30am - 11:30am  

for regular Playgroup, then 

11:30am - 1:30pm  

for a Mothers & Babies 

Playgroup. 

Tuesdays & Wednesdays with Nicola 

9:30am - 11:30am for regular Playgroup. 

If you had booked prior to Lockdown to attend the 

NAIDOC Week Art Workshop, please contact Lesley to 

confirm you are still available to attend. 


