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A message from Steve 

GPUC Happenings    See inside for news on: 

• Friday Fun Connections 

• Messy Church 

• Lunch & Movie Outing 

• Friendship Circle 

• Tuesday Conversations 

• Book Group 

•Ku-ring-gai Council’s 

Net Zero Initiative 

If you need a hard copy of The Directory, please  

let Nicola know and she’ll arrange one for you. 

The MJC Story... 

Margaret Jurd’s dream was to help at-risk and 

disadvantaged young people through education and 

care.  A visionary, Margaret was part of a team that 

included Rev. John Mallinson and the broader 

congregation of Hamilton Wesley Uniting Church, who 

worked together to launch Newcastle Youth Service 

(NYS). 

In 1985, the board of NYS 

established a tutorial 

service in Carrington.  The 

Carrington Club Hotel was 

then transformed into a 

residential learning centre.  

In Margaret’s honour, it 

was named the Margaret 

Jurd Learning Centre.  The 

Centre later moved to 

Lambton, where in 1996,  

it grew to become a 

registered school. 

During 2010, the school moved to the grounds of 

Shortland Uniting Church during 2010, thanks to the 

generosity of its congregation.  A Ministry of the Uniting 

Church in Australia, Margaret Jurd College is a now 

registered charity and relies almost entirely on state 

and federal government funding. 

Darren Twist, Principal of the College, and Jim Knowles, 

Chair of the College Board, will be speaking to us next 

Sunday 6 June. 

Darren’s and Jim’s visit will present us with the 

opportunity to learn about the important role the 

College plays in supporting students who have struggled 

in the mainstream education system, as well as in 

supporting the families of those students. 

Hi friends, 

Following the Sunday morning service we have the first 

of our two planned Congregational Meetings.  This one 

has two main agenda items: the report and update of 

the Mission Planning process; and the proposal to 

support Church Council’s decision to re-submit the 

profile for a 50% minister.  There will also be a brief 

financial update to provide some background.  I hope 

you can attend and have your say.  Links to the 

background paper to the staffing proposal can be found 

in the weekly email.  Hard copies will be available at 

both church sites. 

The second meeting on 20 June will focus on bringing 

the congregation up to date with property options— 

a large issue that we are in the early days of exploring.  

A background paper will be available next Sunday.  

There will be a (hopefully) final presentation from the 

Mission Planning committee, incorporating feedback 

from the first meeting. 

These are large matters, but exciting ones, to explore as 

a congregation as we move forward with God’s Spirit.   

I encourage your involvement. 

Steve Aynsley  



Friday Fun Connections 

Last Friday evening saw a very successful third Friday 

Fun Connections gathering.  An amazing 13 families 

joined us to assist in supporting Lifeline through our 

“faith in action” projects. 

Some families brought in a bag of food to support 

Lifeline’s emergency relief team, while others 

decorated “Thank You” cards and packed some treat 

gift bags to thank Lifeline’s dedicated volunteers 

(especially as it was National Volunteer Week). 

Speaking of volunteers, thank you very much to Diana 

W., Julie D., Fay D. and Lloyd R. for assisting us on the 

night.  Without our generous volunteers, FFC simply 

wouldn’t be possible. 

We started the night with a laugh, having fun doing a 

group activity using our listening skills.  We followed 

dance steps to the “Cha Cha Slide” kids dance.  It was 

wonderful seeing the parents and Steve join in too.  

Look at the concentration! 

New to our program, parents enjoyed the parenting 

discussions held in the Yellow Room (a bit like Tuesday 

Conversations).  In a very supportive environment, our 

parents talked about the chores or responsibilities 

being given to their children and we all shared some 

laughs comparing our different parenting styles! 

Next month we’ll be considering ways to raise money 

for Margaret Jurd College.  We’re thinking of making 

batches of jams to sell, so please start saving your jars 

and send us in your favourite (foolproof) jam recipes! 

In addition, we’ll be designing a poster or banner to 

send to MJC showing our support. 

If you’d like to join in the fun, or volunteer to help out 

on Friday 18 June, please email Courtney via 

courtney@gpuc.org.au. 

 

Thoughts & Prayers 

Pray for 

Shirley B., who is still undergoing tests—pray for  

a diagnosis so there is a clear way forward;   

Judith M., who concluded radiation treatment  

& is awaiting an outcome;   

May P., who continues  

at Lady Davidson for rehab on her back;   

Mari B., whose son John died suddenly — 

pray for all the family;   

Wendy W., as she supports her sister Jane  

through a return of pancreatic cancer;   

Glen W., who continues in hospital with an  

infection on her foot following surgery;   

Lorraine C., who has had an operation &  

Barry C., who is in Elizabeth Lodge for respite;   

Pru T., who continues her now 3-weekly chemo 

sessions after completing the weekly ones;   

our New Community of Faith, as we try  

to develop & grow a place for all generations; 

& for our GPUC community,  

as we consider important decisions  

about our future. 

mailto:courtney@gpuc.org.au


Mother & Baby Playgroup 
Do you know of any new mums who are missing  

a social outlet?  Our special Playgroup for mothers  

with newborns and crawlers could be the answer! 

The group meets from 12:30-2:30pm on school term 

Thursdays in Pymble’s Richardson Room.   

Email courtney@gpuc.org.au, 

 or call 0402 644 633 for more details. 

HR4A Are 

Moving 

Alison Battisson and her Human Rights For All team  

are growing in number and need larger office space —

more than our Gordon site can provide.  They have 

been sharing space with us for over two years now and 

we will miss them. 

Alison really doesn’t want to leave as she loves our 

place and the GPUC community.  She has enjoyed 

people popping in and asking after her clients.  She is 

incredibly grateful for the generosity extended to her 

through GPUC. 

In a few weeks’ time Alison wants to share with us 

what has been achieved over the last few years.   

We wish Alison and her team well. 

Ku-ring-gai – a Net Zero Community 

Anuj from Ku-ring-gai Council will be joining the 

Community Centre Current Affairs Conversation Group 

from 10:15am on Friday 11 June at Gordon.  He’ll be 

telling us about the Council’s new initiative to cut our 

overall emissions to zero by the year 2040. 

Council’s success in reducing their own emissions has 

been an important step.  Now they’re exploring how to 

help Ku-ring-gai residents with energy, waste and 

transport solutions. 

Ku-ring-gai’s community and natural environment are 

vulnerable to the effects of greenhouse gas emissions.  

Council wants to address these issues locally, and is 

initiating a community consultation process where 

residents, schools, local businesses and various 

community groups have their say in “Shaping the 

Future of Ku-ring-gai”. 

From Jeanie’s collection... 

Don’t Miss Our Outing! 
Join us this Thursday 3 June to use some of your NSW 

Dine & Discover vouchers. 

For a small return trip fee, Hornsby Ku-ring-gai 

Community Transport will collect you from home to 

meet us for lunch at a local restaurant that accepts the 

“Dine” vouchers.  After lunch, we’re planning a short 

walk or bus trip up the road to Roseville Cinema where 

we’ll see Judy Dench’s film “6 Minutes to Midnight” in 

exchange for a “Discovery” 

voucher.  You’re also 

welcome to simply meet us 

at the restaurant or cinema.  

Please let us know if you’d 

like to join what should be a 

lovely afternoon’s 

entertainment.  Register via 

our website, or contact 

Lesley on 0480 223 981, or 

lesley@gpuc.org.au. 

Saturday 
5 June 

4:30—6:30pm 
Gordon 

This time our theme is Being different is OK.   

We will be looking at the story of Peter and Cornelius 

in Acts 10. 

If you are able, we’d love to have some help in the 

kitchen and/or with the crafts and games.  Last month 

we had three lovely helpers who made the whole 

program run seamlessly. 

Our craft activity this time will 

involve making snowflakes, as 

they are all unique.  We’ll be 

making a gift to send to Margaret 

Jurd College, to let them know 

they are in our thoughts, and a 

creative collage of snowflakes to 

decorate the central wall of the 

Gordon centre. 

mailto:Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au


Visiting the Church:   Please register your 

arrival/departure with a contact number and use hand 
sanitiser.  You must physically distance where 
practicable, remaining 1.5 metres apart.  This is part of 
the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us 
safe. 

During worship we are permitted these strict 
combinations: 
a) 3 singles, or 2 couples per pew at Gordon; 
b) 2 singles, or 1 couple & a single per pew at Pymble;  
c) a larger group of same-household members per pew at 
both locations. 
At Pymble we have a maximum of 40 people allowed.  
At Gordon the maximum allowed is 86. 
Please be mindful of the safety of others—we want to be 
able to remain sharing in person. 
You can still join us for Virtual or Live Stream Worship: 
at  https://www.youtube.com/user/gordonuniting 
For all the latest news  
visit our Website: ww.gpuc.org.au 
Contact the office at info@gpuc.org.au or 9983 9879. 

Gordon Book Group 
Our next meeting is at 8pm on Monday 7 June at the 

home of Lyn and Peter.  We’ll be discussing “The 

Yield” by Tara June Winch.  If you can’t come in 

person, please join us on Zoom via this link: https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/95653856350?

pwd=OCtaRlRyNmxzdTJIMzdkQnJUVHFKZz09 

Newsletter — please send your items for inclusion each week to Sonja (info@gpuc.org.au) by 5pm Wednesdays. 

Website — please send items for uploading to our website to Courtney (courtney@gpuc.org.au). 

Tuesday Conversations 
Are you interested in exploring your faith and its 

traditions?  There’s a wonderful group of people who 

get together on Tuesday nights to do just that.  Over 

the last three weeks we’ve looked at the Lord’s Prayer 

and at the large story arcs we often miss in the Old 

Testament stories, gaining many new insights. 

Come and discover more on Tuesday evenings in 

Gordon’s Red Room at 7:30pm for an hour’s 

discussion, or from 6:30pm if you’d like dinner.  

Register with Nicola or Steve if you would like to join 

the mailing list. 
Bible Reading Roster 

A Bible Reading roster is being put together for our 

2nd and 4th Sunday services at Pymble.  If you’d like 

to be part of our roster please contact Brian G. 

Act for Peace have sent us a certificate in recognition 
of our contribution to the 2020 Christmas Bowl Appeal: 

Do you have a good Second-hand Laptop 

Computer you no longer need? 

Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church’s 

Friday Computer Clinic is looking for 

pre-loved Notebook Computers to 

replace their ageing, confused, tired, 

sick and dead computers.  

Call Bruce K. if you can donate  

a Notebook Computer (price is 

negotiable) with at least the following 

specifications . . .  

8Gb Memory (RAM), 500 Gb Disk, 

Intel i5 Processor, Microsoft Windows 10, Microsoft 

Friendship Circle 
Join us at 10:15am in the 

Marshall Hall on Monday 7 

June for coffee and a chat  

while working on your latest 

craft project and again on 

Monday 21 June for our  

regular meeting to hear Vicki Moss talk to us about  

the science behind “The Northern Lights”. 
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