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"I honour the path each person is on. I believe that all of our prayer 
paths lead to the Great Mystery, or Spirit, or God." - Mary Thunder 
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Christmas Greetings to all our readers! 
 
INSIDE:  

How our Trivia Quiz raised funds for Kiribati 

 

 

Make a Difference out West at Christmas time 

And much more – despite the pandemic!   

 



From the Editor’s Desk 
“God of our ancestors, prophets and apostles, 

of Abraham and Sarah, of Moses and Miriam, 

of Mary and Joseph, of Anna and Simeon, 

put within us in this season of Advent 

the longing for your coming that burned 

in those who journeyed before us.” 

Terry C Falla 

As we journey through Advent towards 

Christmas, our congregation is making plans, dreaming dreams and looking to the 

future. Steve’s leadership, the participation of the Church Council and the support 

of the Congregational Meeting are taking our ministry in a new and exciting 

direction. In this season of Advent, as we join with the throngs of believers who 

have gone before us, we are seeking divine inspiration to lead us into a ministry 

that is timely and relevant, meeting the needs of those with whom we share the 

community in which we live. Advent has never been more relevant. 

In the leadup to this new direction, we have been coping with the pandemic and 

getting on with a variety of projects, many of which have been on screen, rather 

than in person. Our Trivia Quiz on Zoom (page 8) to raise funds for Kiribati is a 

great example of keeping the faith and getting on with what we’re about regardless 

of the circumstances. However, we are now in a position of transition. We are 

finally coming back together – face to face – in order to carry out the work of our 

church. We might be back – but it’s different. Page 18 and following pages tell the 

story of our (gradual) return to face-to-face activities. 

No congregation is separate from the friends it makes along its journey. One of 

those friends is the Rev Duncan McDiarmad, whose Induction into the ministry of 

Bateman’s Bay Uniting Church is described on page 14. By sheer coincidence, 

three families well known to us were among those who gathered for this occasion.  

This issue of ‘A Shared Path’ also contains stories of wider events that are making 

a difference in the world in which we live. 

Rev Paul Swadling 

The deadline for contributions to the March issue is Friday 19th February. 
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ABOUT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 

 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 

 

Minister of the Word Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     steve.aynsley@gpuc.org.au 

Church Council Chair Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary   David Turner  

Family Workers  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633  

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Community Coordinator Lesley Burt, Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au, 0480 223981 

Office Managers   Natasha Radley, Pymble (9 – 4, Tues & Thurs)  

     (02) 9983 9879, info@gpuc.org.au 

     Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)  

     (02) 9498 6729, nicola@gpuc.org.au 

 

CHANGES TO WORSHIP SERVICES 

Although we are back to face to face (or mask to mask) worship, GPUC worship 

services are still available each Sunday on YouTube. The links to these services 

are available from Nicola, Lesley or Natasha (listed above) and the services may 

be viewed at any time on the respective Sundays or afterwards. 

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH: 

While many of our regular programs and activities are returning, some may still be 

joined online by using Zoom. For details see pages 18 - 19. 
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH 
 

 
We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy Church and a Growing Church. 

 

Minister of the Word:  

Rev Sunil Jeong 

Email: covenant95@gmail.com 

 

On the corner of the Pacific Highway & 

Cecil Street, Gordon NSW 2072 

 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES 

Sunday Worship:  12:30 pm 

Young Adult Group: 3:00 pm 

Sunday School:  3:00 pm 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTHER PROGRAMS:  

Wednesday Prayer Meeting: 8.00 pm 

 

MISSION FIELD:  

Indonesia (Noeraku) 
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FROM THE MINISTER’S KEYBOARD 

The Shape of Advent 
Last Sunday I mentioned a short statement 

that helps us reflect in a full way on what 

Advent is about.  

“Advent celebrates Christ’s coming in 

history, mystery and majesty.” 

I like it so much I thought I’d tease it out a 

bit here and share some personal insights. 

Celebrating that Jesus has come in history, is 

perhaps the easiest one to capture and to do. 

As people of faith, we proclaim that something very special occurred 2000 years 

ago in human history. A child was born, placed in a manger and grew up to be the 

Jesus we admire and seek to follow. As followers we name him Lord and even 

God. We believe that more than anyone else, Jesus reflected the nature and being 

of God. That includes his challenging words to the religious as much as his 

compassion for the sick.  

When I travelled to Israel in 2014 this historical Jesus became even more real to 

me. Visiting the areas where Jesus would have walked and enjoyed brought home 

the earthiness of what we call the incarnation – that God took human flesh in the 

person of Jesus. It enabled me to celebrate Christ’s historical coming at a deeper 

level. 

Proclaiming Jesus as risen from the dead (as we do) means that a cross and a tomb 

wasn’t the end of this life-force. The Christ is alive forevermore and able to 

impact our present experience. Looking for his presence can become a daily 

discipline as we seek out Christ in unexpected places and people. Christ is also 

present in our worship, particularly in the proclaimed word and the sacraments. 

These are some of the ways the risen Jesus mediates his presence among us today. 

For me, this is something of an enjoyable adventure! I love the moments of holy 

insight and joy that arrive unexpectedly; I love seeing the activity of Christ’s Spirit 

in the lives of people as they change and grow to be more like him. I love that a 

regular day can be transformed by an ordinary event that contains the seed of  
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something we might call ‘holy’ – a God moment. Yes, Christ continues to come to 

his people if we will but look. 

But the future must also belong to God. And so we celebrate that Christ will come 

in majesty, as the Scriptures say. This is when the “not yet” will be swallowed up 

by the “already” and Christ’s way or kingdom will arrive in fullness. Now 

Christians are forewarned about guessing the date, and we smile at those who 

expected Jesus to walk through Sydney Heads decades ago, but even so, how are 

we to imagine this event? What does Christ’s return mean? How will it happen? 

This is where I struggle to say something more useful than: the future must belong 

to this Christ. I am ready to trust God for the future; I believe that Christ’s realm 

will arrive, and maybe in a way that everyone will recognise. But beyond that I am 

at something of a loss to provide other insights. It can feel just too other-worldly 

when we try to outline an end of world program or eschatological timetable! But 

when we look deeper, I think the Scriptures are on my side. As we’ve seen in the 

readings of the last few months, the Bible passages on this topic are really aimed 

at keeping us faithful rather than us discerning a countdown to D Day. 

 

What about you? Which of history, mystery or majesty is more real or helpful for 

you? May Advent lead us further into the wonder of God’s presence among us in 

Jesus Christ.  

Blessings to all, 

Rev Steve Aynsley  
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In our Trivia Quiz on Zoom we 
raised $6,000 for Kiribati! 
And we had a great time doing it… 

 

The Trivia Quiz arranged by the Community Connections Committee was held on 

Sunday 27th September @ 2pm. People either organised their own teams of six or 

were placed in a team of six by the organisers. People who felt safe to do so, 

invited a few friends to join them for lunch on the day and then competed as a 

team.   

The entry fee for the quiz was $20 per person but people who chose to, gave a 

larger sum. This quiz was part of our partnership with UnitingWorld to support the 

people of Kiribati.  

UnitingWorld is currently in the second phase of this project with the Women’s 

Fellowship and Kiribati Uniting Church. Too many women in Kiribati have been 

subject to family violence. The culture of Kiribati is largely Christian, but that 

culture comes with a patriarchal paradigm. So UnitingWorld is resourcing Pacific 

Gender Equality Theology training for leaders across the church, women’s 

fellowship and youth groups.  

8 



The aim of the project is to shift male dominance and equip the church and its 

leaders to be able to engage effectively in conversations about gender, domestic 

violence, child abuse and exploitation with families within their communities. Our 

partners have identified this as an important part of building safe families in 

Kiribati. 

 

During the quiz we answered a range of questions from a variety of headings. Our 

thanks go to Nicola and others who arranged everything! We got a lot of 

enjoyment from this 

event despite still being 

in a ‘lockdown’ situation. 

We even had to guess 

how many balloons fitted 

in a car. 

We also learned a few 

things about Kiribati 

itself by answering some 

questions from a 

specially constructed 

category and viewing 

some  sites on the web. 

For example, the first country to face being wiped off the map by climate change 

is Kiribati. Its 100,000 residents live on flat atolls only a few feet above sea level.  
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Our Zoom Quiz on Kiribati produced this response from Yvonne Barber: 

“What a very special afternoon it was!  I suppose there are some things we can be 

grateful for in the times of COVID.  Technology is one of them and a SPECIAL 

THANK YOU to the background team who made this event possible in the comfort 

of our home or that of our group leader and for their enthusiasm and 

encouragement.  

“Personally, I wondered why some people referred to the country as KiribatEE 

and others KiriBARSS 

“But now I’ve learned that it is the same place and ‘TI” is pronounced “ARSS” in 

the local language. 

And who could have imagined that you could spend Australian currency in a 

country so far away from Australia. 

“Tamara did a great job piecing together the segments for the audio-visual clips 

which tested our knowledge or not of Kiribati.  Thanks to Steve for acting as quiz 

master and (tactfully) adjudicating on some of the answers. 

“Not only did we raise more than $6000 for UnitingWorld, we had a fun 

afternoon!” 

 Yvonne  
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I responded to Yvonne in the following way [Editor]: 

“My understanding of why ‘Kiribass’ is written Kiribati goes back to the early 

missionaries. Like other Pacific nations, Kiribati had no written language and 

when the early missionaries arrived, they wanted to start printing the Bible etc in 

the Kiribati language. But they had turned up with too few letters. So, they 

decided to let ‘ti’ stand for ‘s’. So Kiribass (spoken) became Kiribati (written). 

Which fits in neatly with what you’ve said, Yvonne.” 

Cheers, Paul 
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Luncheon Group meets on Zoom 

with focus on Kiribati 

 

In the run up to our Trivia Quiz, we invited two UnitingWorld staff to be guest 

speakers at a Thursday Zoom luncheon group. Natasha Holland is the 

International Programs Manager – Pacific Gender and Mardi Lumsden is the 

Australian Partnerships Coordinator (QLD/NSW). 

Natasha is from the UK and before emigrating to Australia she spent eight years 

working on a range of development programs; supporting education, health, 

livelihoods, civic participation projects with partners in Bangladesh, Ghana, 

Malawi, Liberia, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa and Togo as well as living in 

China, India, Mali and Zambia where she worked in local community 

development organisations.  

Mardi joined UnitingWorld’s Australian Partnerships Team in 2018. She 

previously worked in communications and marketing with the Uniting Church in 

Queensland, including seven years as Director of Communications. 

Natasha and Mardi each spoke about Kiribati from their own experience. As a 

result, people attending the luncheon group learned a great deal about Kiribati. 
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A letter from Ros Rossettin 
Dear Flo and other lovely ‘Wrap with Love’ Ladies, 

Here is the rug that was passed on to me by June 

Hopkins, one of the Wesley Heights Manly residents. 

The rug was started by her friend, Joan Stean, who 

sadly passed away last year. Joan’s friends decided to 

finish the rug in her honour, each doing a little bit. 

June, my lady at Manly, did the finishing touches. 

We hope the rug can be included in the rugs that you contribute to ‘Wrap with 

Love’.  

Keep up the good 

work. You are all 

very inspiring. 

Love, 

Roslyn 

 

 

 

And a rug 
for Wrap 
with Love 
from Joan 
Stean and 
friends… 

 

 

 

13 



Induction of Rev Duncan McDiarmid into 
Bateman’s Bay Uniting Church 

By Sue Conde 

Andrew and Sue 

Cripwell, David and I 

planned to visit 

Batemans Bay in 

early November.  It 

was an opportunity to 

get away for a few 

days and to explore 

the South Coast 

around Batemans Bay 

– a new area for us, 

and also an opportunity to see Duncan again.  We let Duncan know of our plans, 

and to our delight we received a phone call from Duncan a couple of weeks before 

we left to let us know that his Induction Service – delayed since March because of 

Covid-19 and the area’s recovery from the summer bushfires – was to be held on 

Sunday, 8th November – the Sunday when we would be there to share in the 

service.   

Duncan arrived in Batemans Bay to take up his first placement on 15 March this 

year (beware the Ides of March).  The placement has two worship sites – at 

Batemans Bay and at Moruya – and had been without a permanent minister for 

some time.  The challenges of 2020 have been met with much creative thinking by 

Duncan, especially with opportunities to work with families and communities who 

had lost a great deal in the bushfires. 

The Induction service was led by Rev Dr Ross Kingham of the Canberra Region 

Presbytery, and a thought-provoking sermon from a reading in Jeremiah was 

delivered by Rev Daniel Mossfield of Crookwell Uniting Church, who had been at 

College with Duncan.   

To travel through the miles and miles along the Prince’s Highway and see the 

damaged bushland from the fires brought a new realisation of the impact on the 

South Coast communities. Although the trees are shooting again, the blackened 

trunks make a stark picture.     
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It was wonderful to see Duncan warmly supported by his congregation, and to 

enjoy time with Duncan over coffee on Saturday and a delicious sea-food lunch on 

Sunday and to hear of his ministry.  MADOW has made an ongoing offer of 

support for Duncan's concerns in his ministry for the community of Eurobodalla.   
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

The true meaning of Christmas is a phrase that began to appear in the mid-19th 

century when a shift toward a more secular culture resulted in a national 

backlash. Christians began to see the secularization of the celebration day of the 

birth of Christ as the shift toward Santa Claus and gift exchanging replaced the 

celebration of the advent of Christ and giving to the poor and needy without 

expectation of receiving anything in return. The poem A Visit from St. 

Nicholas (1822) helped popularize the tradition of exchanging gifts, and seasonal 

Christmas shopping began to assume economic importance. Harriet Beecher 

Stowe criticizes the commercialization in her story "Christmas; or, the Good 

Fairy". An early expression of this sentiment using the phrase of "the true 

meaning" is found in The American magazine, vol. 28 (1889): 

"to give up one's very self – to think only of others – how to bring the 

greatest happiness to others – that is the true meaning of Christmas." 

The phrase is especially associated with Charles Dickens' A Christmas 

Carol (1843), in which an old miser named Ebeneezer Scrooge is taught the true 

meaning of Christmas by three ghostly visitors who review his past and foretell 

his future. 

The topic was taken up by satirists such as Stan Freberg and Tom Lehrer during 

the 1950s and eventually by the influential TV special A Charlie Brown 

Christmas, first aired in 1965 and repeated almost every year since. "That's what  
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Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown," says Linus van Pelt, referring to the birth 

of Christ. Dr. Seuss's How the Grinch Stole Christmas! (1957) also illustrates the 

topic, and was very influential in the form of an animated TV special produced in 

1966. The phrase and the associated moral became used as a trope in 

numerous Christmas films since the 1960s.  

The phrase found its way into the 2003 Urbi et Orbi address of Pope John Paul II, 

"The crib and the tree: precious symbols, which hand down in time the true 

meaning of Christmas!  
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WE’RE BACK… but it’s different! 
On Sunday 4th October we returned 

to face to face worship in church. 

And it was an absolute pleasure to 

see people in person, or even mask 

to mask! 

Brian Gill has been very helpful in 

translating Synod’s Covid 19 

requirements into rules for our 

local situation – wearing face 

masks, keeping a safe distance, 

registering for worship, using hand 

sanitiser, not gathering after 

church, etc. These rules can be 

obtained from Nicola, Natasha or 

Lesley. (See page 4 for contact 

details.) 

Of course, thanks to hard work by 

Rev Steve, our worship services 

can still be accessed on U-Tube each Sunday and viewed at your convenience. 

This helps people who are not yet ready to meet face to face and it also helps 

people who have not been well enough to come to church and others (beyond our 

congregation) who have been connecting to GPUC worship. 

What else is back? 
The following groups are back, face to face: 

- Tuesday Conversations, 7.30pm, Tuesdays in term time @ Gordon 

- Stitching Group, 7.30pm Thursdays @ Gordon 

- Bible Studies, Thursday mornings in term time in the Library @ Gordon 

- Mask Making Group, 10am Mondays @ Gordon 

Uniting Gordon Community Centre: 

- Walking Group, 9.00am Fridays in term time @ Gordon 

- Computer Classes, 9.00am, 10.15am, 11.30am Fridays in term time @ Gordon 

- Current Affairs, 10.15am Fridays in term time @ Gordon 

- Conversations Group, 11.30am Fridays in term time @ Gordon 
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These are all hybrid sessions, i.e. you can also check into them on Zoom. 

We would love to meet up with you on Zoom. To join us, contact 

Lesley Burt on 0480 223 981 or email lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au. 

Playgroups are also back. 
Bring your preschool children along and join other mums, dads, grandparents and 

carers for a fun two hours of games, activities and socialising for both carers and 

children. For the moment, all 

playgroup sessions are being held at 

Gordon Church. 

Mondays @ 10.00am in term time 

Tuesdays @ 9.30am in term time 

Wednesdays @ 9.30am in term time 

Thursdays @ 12.30pm in term time 

$7 per session. Register on the day. 

There are discounts for multiple 

sessions per week and term payments. 

Our program includes free play, story 

time, endless craft, singing and dancing, as well as fruit, snacks and tea/coffee. 

Uniting Gordon Community Centre  
You are always very welcome to join the Walking Group, the 

Computer classes, the Current Affairs or Conversation groups, who are all back 

meeting on Friday mornings at the Gordon Centre.  

Please register with Lesley Burt – email: Lesley.burt@gpuc.org.au or ring or send 

a text message to her at 0480 223 981.  

As we seek to re- build our Community Centre, your financial contribution of $5 

per week or $40 for the term will be greatly appreciated. Payment can be made by 

credit card or by cash in an envelope to Lesley. Thank you to the tutors and group 

leaders for their help in keeping us Covid-safe while providing the opportunity to 

meet together.  

We look forward to a bigger and brighter year for the Community Centre in 2021. 

Share the opportunity with your friends. Invite them to come to a group that suits 

them. All people are very welcome. 
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New Community Garden Bed  

Have you been in our community garden at Gordon lately? We now have three 

raised garden beds. Our wonderful TAFE group have now finished building our 

latest garden bed. In May, we were fortunate to receive a $1000 grant from 

Stockland CARE Grants program. 

This grant provided funds to purchase materials to build and plant a third 

community garden bed. Right at the moment we have tomatoes, parsley, and 

various other plants growing nicely in the lovely quiet backyard area.  

A big thank you to Stocklands our sponsor, the Friday TAFE group and our team 

of volunteers that assist with planting and watering all year round. We are truly 

lucky to have such supportive net- works. If you or someone you know is 

interested in joining any of our garden groups please contact Lesley - 

info@gpuc.org.au or 0480 223 981.  

Our thanks go to Rolf Beck, Lyn Kwong and others who have been helping to care 

for our garden beds. 
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Dear GPUC friends, 
As mentioned over the last few weeks, we are entering a time of consultation and 

congregational mission planning. 

We are seeking input from our worshipping community and also from those 

connected in other ways to our church. 

At the Congregational Meeting on 6 December, the planning process for the next 

few months with be introduced and outlined. 

On Sunday 13 December, 3.30 - 5.30pm, in the Marshall Hall at Pymble we will 

hold a consultation afternoon - Hear and Have Your Say - where information will 

be presented and your feedback sought. There will be opportunity for discussion in 

table groups.  

If you can attend on 13 December, there is no need to look at the attached, though 

you may like to do so and come prepared. However, if you cannot attend but 

would like to have your say, then please go to the links, print them off, fill them 

out and post or email them back to me. These responses will be anonymously 

included and presented on 13 December. Of course, it is ideal if you are able to 

attend the day as much of the benefit will be in the presentations and discussion. 

I look forward to having your input on the day or via the links below. 

To register for 13 December please email info@gpuc.org.au 

 

Rev Steve Aynsley 
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1. SWOT Analysis 

A SWOT analysis is a helpful tool to begin planning in any context. Please 
respond to the following in regard to our new congregation. In your 
opinion, what are GPUC’s key strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 
threats?  

 
2. GPUC IDENTITY  

As a new merged congregation we are building our new identity, no longer 
either Gordon UC or Pymble UC, but as Gordon-Pymble UC. What do you 
think are the key characteristics of our community? The following areas 
may help. Write in the boxes.  

HISTORY 
What is important in our history?  

What are our major stories?  

GOD 
What is central to our understanding of God?  

Do we identify with a particular theology?  

CENTAL ACTIVITIES 
What activities or groups define us as a congregation? • Are our 
participants representative of the wider community in church and 
community events?  

3. LOOKING AHEAD  

What do you think our priorities should be over the coming 3 years? 
At GPUC, we have developed 5 Teams, 3 of which reflect the core 
business of the congregation (the other 2 support them). The 3 Teams 
have given their input on priorities for the coming 1-3 years, listed below. 
Please support, alter or add your own thoughts. Write in the boxes or use 
additional paper.  

FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
1. The development of a second community of faith for younger members  
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MISSION 
1. To establish and develop the partnership with Margaret Jurd College  

2. To establish and develop the partnership with UnitingWorld for Kiribati  

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
1. To increase our commitment to diversity in our community programs  

2. To explore the feasibility of expanding the Community Centre program 
to Pymble and if suitable, to take steps to establish it.  

4. FURTHER QUESTIONS  

As restrictions continue to ease we are looking at the shape of our worship 
services next year and beyond. Your ideas and preferences to the 
following questions will help our planning. 

As restrictions continue to ease we are looking at the shape of our worship 
services next year and beyond. Your ideas and preferences to the 
following questions will help our planning:  

1. I would prefer we worshipped:  

1. As a combined group each week shared between the 2 sites 
evenly  

2. As a combined group each week at one site  

3. as 2 services each week (one at Pymble and one at Gordon) 
with combined Holy Communion services monthly  

4. other...  

Comments  

2. I think we should continue the YouTube recorded services.  

a. Yes.  

b. No Comments  
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Community Visitors Scheme (CVS) 
Volunteers Needed!  
Gordon Uniting Church has been a supporter of Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury 

for many years. We recently received the following request for volunteer 

assistance. Editor 

“Would you like to improve the quality of life for a lonely person living within an 

Aged Care Facility? 

You would be supporting them through a regular visit, occurring once a week or 

once a fortnight. Visits may be face to face, by phone or via video depending upon 

current guidelines of the Aged Care Facilities. The aim of the CVS program is to 

build relationships of friendship and companionship by matching people who 

share similar interests. It does require a commitment from you in order to establish 

an ongoing companionship between you and the recipient. 

Lifeline Harbour to Hawkesbury undertake your Police Check and provide you 

with an online CVS course and additional training and social opportunities. It is a 

Public Health requirement that all Aged Care Facility visitors provide proof of a 

current Flu Vaccination.”  

If you would like more information please contact: Sharon Richards 9498 8805 or 

email community.volunteers@lifelineh2h.org.au.  
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Our Partnership with UnitingWorld 

 

At GPUC we want our mission to be 

• local 

• national 

• and International 

We have a partnership with Uniting World. The financial component of the 

partnership is directed to the broader Partnering Women for Change (PW4C) 

program (which includes the Healthy Families, Safe Communities project), with 

the relational component directed to the Kiribati project and the Kiribati Uniting 

Church. 

As a church we are committed 

• to supporting both the Kiribati Community and Uniting World staff in prayer 

• devote at least one service per year focussed on Kiribati 

• Produce a video twice a year to send to the Kiribati Uniting Church. Just 

recently our Messy Church families sent a Thinking of You video 

• Financial support 

• Educate the GPUC Community about the project and the partnership. 

If you wish to donate click here. 

If you are interested in being part of a small group to foster this relationship, 

please contact Nicola@gpuc.org.au 

Hear an update from Rev. Paul Swadling at a recent Online service.  
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Honour your climate commitments, 

Australia, signed your Pacific neighbours 
By Anote Tong 

If GPUC is going to support the Kiribati people, we need to understand the 

problems they face. Anote Tong, former President of Kiribati, has set out clearly 

the situation regarding Kiribati and climate change. Editor 

On December 12, 2020, leaders from across the world will gather virtually for the 

annual United Nations Climate Ambition Summit. While the coronavirus 

pandemic has meant much has changed in the last few months, Pacific demands 

for action on climate change have not. Indeed, climate change remains the single 

most pressing security threat to our Blue Pacific region. 

As a member of the Pacific Islands Forum and self-proclaimed member of the 

Pacific family, Australia must join us in committing to urgent and decisive climate 

action. This is why I, and 14 other Pacific leaders, have jointly signed an open 

letter to Prime Minister Scott Morrison urging Australia to honour its international 

climate commitments and take urgent climate action. 

 

Ahead of the Climate Ambition Summit and as the Pacific (and indeed the world) 

hurtles closer to climate catastrophe, I ask Prime Minister Morrison if he is now 

willing to listen to his Pacific family and take steps to help protect all of us: 

Australians and Pacific islanders. This will take courage, but courage and 

leadership are what's needed here. 

26 



While the world has been focused on the pandemic, the climate crisis has not gone 

away: emissions have continued to rise and we are on track for global warming of 

almost 3 degrees by 2100. For my country of Kiribati, this will mean more intense 

and destructive king tides and storm surges, longer droughts, loss of food crops 

and freshwater, and eventually flooding so intense as to render our homelands 

uninhabitable. 

It is not just the survival of Kiribati that is at stake. The fate of Kiribati will only 

be a small part of the wider global apocalyptic disaster that other parts of the 

world will also face – if we do not act in time. 

Earlier this year, the world watched in horror as bushfires tore through Australia, 

burning some 17 million hectares of land, destroying 3094 homes and killing 33 

people. Without radical climate action, such deadly disasters will become more 

frequent and more severe putting the lives of people at risk. As leaders, we would 

have failed in our responsibility to protect our people. 

It was, therefore, most regrettable that the recent Australian federal budget has 

again chosen to support the fossil fuel industry through a “gas-led” recovery rather 

than heed the warnings by science and of nature of the clear and present danger 

facing our people from the multifaceted impacts of climate change. 

Scott Morrison is fighting to water down a Pacific Island leaders climate change 

statement to ensure it doesn't rule out new coal mines. 

In 2015, I wrote to every world leader ahead of the Paris Agreement calling for a 

moratorium on new coal mines. The same moratorium should apply to gas fields. 

The UN Production Gap report out this week reiterates that you can’t solve the 

climate crisis without addressing the growing supply of fossil fuels. You can’t cut 

anything effectively unless you use both arms of the scissors. Unfortunately, the 

budget contained almost no measures for climate change. Of the $240 billion 

announced for additional spending, only 1 per cent is dedicated to a “green 

stimulus”. 

This is a deeply disappointing step. Australia is now lagging behind the rest of the 

world on climate action. Numerous countries, including the UK, Canada, the EU, 

Fiji, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea and the Marshall Islands have pledged to 

reach net-zero emissions by 2050. Australia has enormous capacity to be a global 

leader on climate action. The government’s exemplary response to COVID-19, 

backed by science, has demonstrated Australia’s leadership potential. It has the 

capacity and opportunity to show the same strong leadership on climate change. 

The recent bold action taken by Australia in collaboration with its allies to stand 

against aggression on security and trade issues clearly demonstrate its capacity to 

take a leadership role in the Indo-Pacific region and indeed on the world stage. 

The security concerns of Australia are inextricably entwined with the security  
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interests of its Pacific neighbours, especially in times of heightened superpower 

rivalry in the region. 

The upcoming UN Climate Ambition Summit is a timely opportunity for Australia 

to review its commitment to action on climate change and to stand in solidarity 

with its Pacific family as we welcome the expected reversal of policy on climate 

change with the incoming US administration. We are all in this together, so let us 

as a global community act together to avoid this impending catastrophe. 

This article appeared in The Age on December 1st, 2020. 

 

 

President Anote Tong at the United Nations  
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Fair Treatment Campaign Wins Dubbo 
Treatment Facility Jonathan Foye, 10th November 2020 
   

 
Funding for a much-needed drug rehabilitation facility in Dubbo has been secured in the NSW State 
Budget, the State government confirmed on Monday 9 November. 

NSW Treasurer, Dom Perrottet joined Dubbo State MP, Dugald Saunders, and Deputy Premier, John 
Barilaro, to announce that $7.5 million will be allocated to building a Dubbo rehabilitation facility and that 
NSW will provide recurring funding to ensure its operation. 

The announcement comes after a long campaign by Uniting and the NSW.ACT Synod to secure more 
treatment options. The Fair Treatment campaign now includes more than 60 partner organisations. 

NSW/ACT Moderator, Rev. Simon Hansford, welcomed the announcement. 

“This funding will make a significant difference for the 

region, it will mean that people who need drug treatment will 

be able to receive it rather than having to travel to Sydney or 

to miss out on treatment all together,” Rev. Hansford said. 

“We have always said this is a health and social issue and not 

a criminal one and our faith in Christ reminds us of the 

inherent value of all people. 

“We all want to live in a world where everyone is treated with dignity and respect, 

including people who use drugs. There are far too many people in Australia, 

especially in rural and regional Australia, who want drug treatment but are denied 

it because of a lack of government funding, this decision in relation to a new 

Dubbo treatment centre is to be applauded.” 
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Rev. Hansford said the church has long campaigned for better services as part of 

the Fair Treatment campaign (see: www.fairtreatment.org) which now includes 

more than 60 partner organisations. He particularly praised the advocacy work of 

churches in the Dubbo region as well as the help of the Epping Church which is in 

the electorate of NSW Treasurer Dominic Perrottet. 

The Fair Treatment campaign was launched in 2018 with the Half a Million Steps 

Walk from Dubbo to Sydney which highlighted the journey someone who was 

seeking drug treatment was often forced to make due to a lack of drug services in 

rural areas such as Dubbo. 

A documentary about the walk, and the journey of those seeking treatment, has 

screened across NSW to Uniting Church congregations. The film has also 

screened for other churches, local community groups, organisations, and service 

providers. 

As part of ongoing advocacy efforts, Epping Uniting Church congregation 

members met with their local MP, Treasurer Perrottet, to advocate for Dubbo. Mr 

Perrottet acknowledged the importance of this meeting in his decision to support 

the new facility. 

Emergency food assistance for Exodus 

Foundation and Lifeline 
 

At this ‘unprecedented’ 

time we remain happy to 

receive donations of 

staple food items which 

are going to Exodus and 

Lifeline on a regular 

basis.  Both our sites have 

drop off boxes 

available at anytime so it’s easy to keep social distance by dropping off as you  
drive through!    
At Pymble, the food box is near the front door.  A dedicated person will also be 

there from 10 - 11 am on Tuesdays and Thursdays if you need assistance. 

At Gordon a labelled box is left outside next to the door with access from the 

carpark.  Nicola will be available from 10 - 11 am on Wednesdays and Fridays if 

assistance is required. 
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Make a Difference Out West this Christmas 
by Buying from the Bush 

 

Many of us are shopping online now 

for groceries, clothes, gifts and other 

necessary (and not so necessary) 

things. Have you thought of buying 

products from the Bush? 

There is a wonderful website and 

Facebook campaign, Buy from the 

Bush, which will link you to 

hundreds of local rural businesses – 

www.buyfromthebush.com.au 

 

But the MADOW team have curated a selection for you to support, from 

towns and communities we know from our travels in western NSW. We’ve 

even given some thought to products that will warm you in winter. 

We invite you to visit these sites and 

purchase something handmade or 

local produced and support Rural 

NSW.  

For an example, here is a photo of 

Margi Abraham’s new great nephew 

modelling a handknitted beanie 

bought from MINK & ME in 

Coonamble (as well as a darling 

baby bear made and embroidered by 

our own talented Turramurrian, 

Lesley Meldrum).  

Generally shipping costs are $8-$10 

flat fee or free shipping for larger 

orders.  

It’s easy! The products are lovely! 

The support is so appreciated!  
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The list of sites follows. 

MINK & ME [Coonamble] 
www.minkandme.com.au 
Homewares, clothing and gifts, many made by local artists 
  
CARINDA FAR WEST STORE [Carinda] 
On Facebook or via www.buyfromthebush.com.au 
Handmade local arts and crafts 
  
EWE TWO ON DANDALOO [Trangie] 
www.ewetwotrangie.com or www.buyfromthebush.com.au 
Clothing, accessories, giftware, homewares 
  
STONE’S THROW [Walgett] 
www.stonesthrowonline.com.au 
Gifts, homewares, hampers, coffee 
  
LADY KATE KNITWEAR [Narrabri] 
www.ladykate.com.au 
luxury merino knitwear, long socks and scarves 

 
NOTE COUTURE [Condobolin] 
www.notecouture.com.au 
Personalised stationary 
  
TWO SHEEP FOR YOUR TWO FEET [Dubbo] 
www.twosheep.com.au 
Ugg boots and slippers made by a disability enterprise 
  
CONVENT CHAPEL WOOLSHOP [Rylestone] 
www.conventandchapelwool.com 
Yarn, needles, books and more 
  
LINDNER QUALITY SOCKS [Crookwell] 
www.lindnersocks.com.au 
quality merino socks, scarves and beanies 
 

Thank you from Making A Difference Out West. 
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There are six silver linings in this 
pandemic  
Peter Norman introduced this article to the Current Affairs Group for discussion. 

I thought others may find it interesting and perhaps even encouraging. Editor 

The virus is driving a boom in medical innovation, and global private-sector 

collaboration on knowledge and data.  

Mohamed El-Erian Contributor, AFR 16/9/20  

The human tragedies 

and massive economic 

disruptions caused by 

COVID-19 have rightly 

commanded the 

attention of the public 

and policymakers for 

more than six months 

and should continue to 

do so. But in managing 

the immediate crisis, we 

must not lose sight of 

the opportunities. The 

oft-quoted line about 

not letting a crisis go to waste has rarely been more relevant.  

For companies, governments, households, and multilateral institutions navigating 

this unsettling period, the basic task is the same: to overcome pandemic-induced 

disruptions in ways that also emphasise the silver linings of the crisis.  

Now is the time to look to lock in trends and conditions that will reshape our 

society and economy for the better over the long term. With this overarching 

objective in mind, here are the top six silver linings that I see.  

Medical innovation  

The first is that we are living through one of the most exciting and promising 

periods of medical invention and innovation in history. While the immediate focus 

is rightly on COVID- 19 vaccines and therapies, we should expect the research 

currently underway to produce a host of other discoveries, many of which will 

yield significant, durable benefits. Moreover, the crisis is forcing us to confront a 

battery of complex issues concerning drug pricing and distribution, both 

domestically and globally, as well as the range of social and other inequalities that 

we have allowed to worsen.  
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Greater collaboration  

Second, deeper cross-border private-sector collaboration, often outside the 

purview of governments, is fuelling this process of scientific leapfrogging. In 

mobilising against the coronavirus, scientists around the world are sharing 

information like never before, and pharmaceutical companies are collaborating in 

unprecedented ways. These collective efforts are being supported by dynamic 

public-private partnerships, showing that this instrument of development can 

indeed be “win-win” when it is properly focused and there is clear alignment.  

Enhanced data analysis  

Third, the economic disruptions resulting from the pandemic have fuelled multiple 

private- sector efforts to collect and analyse a broader range of high-frequency 

data in domains extending far beyond medicine.  

In the economics discipline, for example, there is a massive surge of interest in 

innovative new methods of measuring economic activity through granular high-

frequency indicators like mobility (smartphone geolocation), electricity 

consumption, and retail traffic, as well as credit card usage and restaurant 

reservations. These metrics are now supplementing the official statistics compiled 

by governments, providing considerable scope for compare-and-contrast exercises 

that can improve the quality and policy relevance of data-collection efforts.  

A focus on tail risks  

Fourth, the COVID-19 shock has raised our collective awareness and sensitivity to 

low- probability, high-impact “tail risks.” Suddenly, many in the private and 

public sectors are thinking more in terms of the full distribution of potential 

outcomes, whereas in the past they  

focused only on the most likely events. Policymakers have become more open to 

scenario analyses and the broader range of “if-then” conversations that such 

analyses elicit.  

In the case of climate change – a major risk that some wrongly perceived as a 

distant tail instead of a baseline – the sharp reduction in harmful emissions during 

the current crisis has provided clear evidence that a new way is possible.  

And it is now widely accepted that governments have an important role to play in 

underwriting a durable and inclusive recovery. The door is open for more public 

investment in climate mitigation and adaptation, and there is a growing chorus 

demanding that the new normal be “green.”  

A fresh look at how we do things  

This speaks to a fifth silver lining. The pandemic has led country after country to 

run a series of “natural experiments,” which have shed light on a host of issues  
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that go well beyond health and economics.  

Systems of governance and modes of leadership have come under scrutiny, 

revealing a wide divergence in their 

capacity to respond to the same large 

shock. These issues have not been 

limited to the public sector. Corporate 

responsibility has also been brought to 

the fore as company after company 

scrambles to respond to what was once 

unthinkable. And multilateral 

cooperation has been shown to be 

lacking, increasing the threats to all.  

Work-life balance  

Finally, the crisis has required many companies to hold candid conversations 

about work-life balance, and to devise innovative solutions to accommodate 

employees’ needs. There have already been far-reaching changes in how we work, 

interact with colleagues, and consume goods and services, and only some of these 

are likely to be reversed after the pandemic has passed.  

These six silver linings constitute only a preliminary list of the opportunities 

offered by the pandemic.  

The point is not to discount the severity of the shock and uncertainty that have 

confronted the majority of the world’s population. The pandemic has lasted much 

longer than many expected, and continues to leave tragedy and destruction in its 

path.  

But that is all the more reason to make the most out of our collective response.  

The challenge now is to expand and refine this list, so that we can seize the 

opportunities on offer and lock in more positive trends for the long term.  

By acting together, we can transform a period of deep adversity into one of shared 

wellbeing for us and for future generations.  

 

 

Mohamed El-Erian is the chief economic adviser at Allianz 

SE, the parent company of Pimco, where he served as CEO 

and co-CIO. 
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