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                                                                     Valuing others’ hospitality  
 

I’ve been enjoying the challenge of preaching through some difficult texts from the gospel of Matthew - sometimes 

he isn’t the easiest of gospel-writers. But meanwhile, elsewhere in the lectionary, are some amazing and 

foundational stories from Genesis - the Abraham narrative. At times these are also challenging, like the reading set 

for today with Abraham being willing to offer up Isaac as a sacrifice, but they are generally stories from which we 

can learn about the life of faith. When we worship in person, I enjoy hearing a second reading (Old Testament or 

Epistle) even if we are focusing on the gospel passage. It reminds us of the breadth of our tradition. And then the 

Psalm often chimes in as a response to the Old Testament reading. I find having 4 readings per Sunday too much 

but having 4 readings per week is a helpful way of structuring your own Bible readings between Sundays. With Love 

To The World helps with this, providing some helpful comments, or you can just find your own means of reading the 

passages each week. A bit of reflection during the week around the Scriptures is a great habit to form at any age. 

Steve Aynsley 

 

Virtual Morning Tea on Sunday, 10.30 am Enjoy your morning tea with us! We hope you can join us by Zoom: 

https://zoom.us/j/92246333740 Meeting ID is: 922 4633 3740  Ph. 8015 6011 

 

Changes to visiting the Church If you visit either church you will find you need to register your presence, on arrival 
and departure, list a phone number and use hand sanitizer on arrival. You are encouraged to social distance, 
remaining 1.5 metres apart. This is part of the COVID 19 Safety Plan, legally required to keep us safe. 
 
Please check the new website as there is plenty more news there www.gpuc.org.au 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/92246333740
http://www.gpuc.org.au/


Over the next 10-12 weeks we are offering you some free interactive online Zoom classes (limited spaces available, 
so get in quick) made possible by a grant we received from the Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council which will subsidise the 
tuition fees for these courses. We are delighted to be able to work with local businesses that have been operating 
out of our centres prior to COVID 19 disruption.  
 
Yoga and chat (Tuesday 10 am) 
Gentle exercise and chat (Wednesday 10.30 am), 
Art lessons (Friday 1 pm) 
Cooking classes (TBC) 
 
Take time out to look after yourself. There are further opportunities from Gordon-Pymble Uniting Community 
Centre to continue connecting such as a daily chat on Zoom, computer classes, current affairs etc.  For more info, 
please look on our website, email info@gpuc.org.au or call Lesley on 0480 223 981.  
 

Broken Hill Flying Patrol Our former Gordon congregation had a long and strong record of supporting the Broken 
Hill Flying Patrol.  Our MADOW group also made a donation to the Patrol last year.  In recent times, one of our 
accounts, which held funds donated for rural purposes, was used to support Uniting City & Country.  Now that UCC's 
work has come to an end, there were some funds left over. Having regard to past and present support for 
the flying padre, the Church Council decided that those funds, totalling $3,302.40 should be given to the Flying 
Patrol.  We have had a reply from the Treasurer of the Macquarie Darling Presbytery - "Would you let your 
congregation know how much your care and concern for the work of the Flying Patrol is appreciated." 
 
MADOW's support for Gidget Foundation in Dubbo continues.  Last Wednesday, 24th June was Gidget Giving Day 
when all donations were matched by a generous benefactor.  Gidget supports mothers suffering perinatal 
depression. MADOW (Making a Difference Out West) donated $1,500 to support the Foundation, which meant they 
received $3,000.  Our donation is to the Compassionate Fund of Gidget House in Dubbo. Most of the Gidget 
Foundation’s clients in Dubbo are patients of the Aboriginal Medical Service.  MADOW has been assured that the 
Compassionate Fund will support those from this group who need additional help.  It is hoped that these funds will 
make a contribution to the growing regional perinatal mental health work being established by the Gidget 
Foundation. 
 
MADOW received thanks from Gidget's CEO, Arabella Gibson - "Thank you for your generous donation on behalf of 
MADOW. Our Dubbo services will get a real lift thanks to this fantastic injection of support. So pleased it could be 
doubled too." 
 
MADOW's contribution is made from funds raised from members of our congregation and other friends who have 
so generously supported our fundraising efforts.  Arabella's thanks to MADOW amount to thanks to our 
congregation. 
 
GPUC Coffee & Chat Zooms - Mon-Thurs @ 4 pm & Friday @ 3 pm. Each day there is a different host. If you would 
like to join, click on the Zoom link below at 4 pm Monday through to Thursday or Friday at 3 pm.  The link is the 
same each day, and is: https://zoom.us/j/306846915  Meeting ID: 306 846 915  If you would like help connecting, or 
if there’s anyone in the community who may like to join, please ring Lesley 0480 223 981.  
 
Our Book Stall at Pymble and Trading Table at Gordon will be closed for a while due to COVID. Some people have 
kindly dropped off books, but we ask you to refrain for now. 
 
Donations for Exodus and Lifeline It’s easy to drive through and keep your social distance! Thank you to those who 
have already dropped donations off.   

• At Pymble the food box will be left near the letterbox. A dedicated person will also be there from 10 am – 11 
am on Tuesdays & Thursdays.  

• At Gordon a labelled box will be left outside next to the door with access from the carpark. Nicola will be 
available from 10 am – 11 am on Wednesdays & Fridays. 

 
Contact Us To get in touch with our team, please email info@gpuc.org.au. The office voice mail will still be checked, 
but not as regularly as during normal office operations.  

 

mailto:info@gpuc.org.au
https://zoom.us/j/306846915
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