
  

 

Now is the time to come together 
  

  

 



Dear friends, 
 
I'm writing to you due to your support and role in helping refugees and people 
seeking asylum feel welcome. Your work plays a big role in building a safe, 
secure and diverse nation for all. 
 
As you all know, we are facing a global pandemic, the like of which has not 
been seen for over 100 years. I'm sure many of you have been very busy trying 
to adjust and support those that have been impacted by the changes. You 
probably know first hand or read that people seeking asylum and refugees are 
some of the most vulnerable in our community, facing extreme hardship and 
increased challenges during this economic and health crisis. 
 
Thousands do not have an income safety net, access to Medicare, Centrelink 
or other critical care services. Many are experiencing insecure work, extreme 
poverty, mental and physical health decline and destitution. 
 
As part of the launch of the Refugee Council Nobody Left Behind campaign, 
Uniting joined over 185 organisations to sign an open letter to call on the Prime 
Minister to 

• Ensuring all people have access to medical treatment and Medicare 
for people seeking asylum  

• Ensuring all people have a financial safety net so they are not forced into 
destitution:  

• Preventing people from losing legal status and access to support  

Given how fast things are moving at this time, and in particular given the 
positive signs that Australia’s lockdown measures are working to flatten the 
curve, it is a critical time to keep the pressure on. We know that as the crisis 
subsides and things slowly return to normal, the urgency of supporting people 
seeking asylum, refugees and other temporary visa holders will diminish, even 
though for many the situation was urgent well before COVID-19 broke out. 
 
Ways to work together 



 
1. When people work together effectively, they are often able to produce 
something more significant than on their own. If you're interested in; 

• joining others to talk about your concerns; 
• talk about resources and support that would help with your work; 
• share ideas about the best ways to drive the campaign forward together; 
• strategies for individuals and organisations to influence policymaking; 
• anything else you think is important and might get missed too often; 

Please complete this poll to indicate a time that suits you. It would be great to 
find a time that suits the majority of interested people to have a facilitated online 
meeting in the next couple of weeks. I can follow up 1:1 with anyone that can't 
make it, and feel free to share this invitation.  
https://doodle.com/poll/tdbwez4ce77bdani 
 
2. Anyone can sign up for campaign updates, and links to resources for how to 
write a letter or call your MP; 
https://mailchi.mp/c32cd1fa8d75/nobodyleftbehind 
 
3. A key strategy by the refugee sector is to get a range of stories out into the 
public conversation. If you are connected to people who have been directly 
impacted by recent changes due to Covid19,  and who may be willing to speak 
to media, they could share their stories with the Refugee Council. Every 
measure will be taken to ensure people understand the risks, are given a range 
of options for their engagement and have legal advice before sharing their 
story. 
Anyone can get in touch first with me to discuss, or fill out this form 
https://airtable.com/shrOgRB0RvXesOTha 
 
Across the wider Uniting church and community, there are so many amazing 
individuals and groups that are working towards building a more just, humane 
approach to refugees and people seeking asylum. If you are concerned about 
these issues now, it would be great to come together and speak loudly for a just 
and compassionate response. 



 

 
 
Many thanks, 
Dee 
  
Dee Davidian 
Social Justice Advocate 
War Memorial Building, 13 Blackwood Place, North Parramatta NSW 2151 | PO 
Box 7137, Silverwater NSW 2128 
• P 02 9407 3230 • F 02 9890 5969 • M 0468 584 071 •E ddavidian@uniting.org 
uniting.org 
  
  

  

 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 

This email was sent to nicola@guc.org.au  
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences  
Uniting NSW ACT · PO Box 7137 · Silverwater · Sydney, Nsw 2128 · Australia  

 

 
 

 


