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From the Editor’s Desk 
Congratulations to young William Liu, organist, 

student and chemistry enthusiast, for being 

selected in the Australian team to compete in this 

year’s Chemistry Olympiad held in Paris. Will’s 

story is on page 8. Well done, Will!! 

At the other end of the age spectrum, Edith 

Bowtell – 98 years old, still driving, with an 

extraordinary memory and care and concern for 

everyone – left this earth on 22
nd

 June. A tribute to 

Edith appears on page 12. The world won’t be quite the same without you, Edith. 

In this edition you will also find a report on the recent NSW/ACT Synod (p. 18), a 

report on the 25
th

 anniversary of the Uniting Church’s covenant with our first 

peoples (p. 21) and two great pieces by Rev Bernard Thorogood (pp. 10 and 16).   

This edition of A Shared Path also contains an article titled, “What  is hell, 

exactly? We might joke itʼs other people, but the Bible has a more complicated 

answer.” In this article, Robyn J Whitaker provides a 21
st
 century 

understanding of the myths that surround the concept of hell or hades or the 

idea of eternal punishment. 

Community Gardens have a reputation for building community, preserving land 

and invigorating physical and mental health. On page 14, this edition of ‘A Shared 

Path’ carries a story about the establishment of such a garden at Gordon. 

Building community is what the Church is supposed to be about – advocating love 

and forgiveness and walking side by side with others. As well as the community 

garden mentioned above, this edition of ‘A Shared Path’ contains a list of what’s 

on at Gordon-Pymble Uniting Church (pp. 27 - 35), all of which should be 

understood not as ways of roping people into coming to church on Sunday 

mornings, but as expressions of community support, bringing people together on 

our common journey through life.   

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of A Shared Path. 

Rev Paul Swadling 

The deadline for contributions to the November issue is Friday 25 October. 
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ABOUT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH 

 
We are growing and maturing Christians within an accepting, caring and open 

community. 

 

Minister of the Word: Rev Steve Aynsley, (02) 9144 3100, 0427 006201 

     aynsleys@tpg.com.au 

Church Council Chair:  Lloyd Robinson 

Council Secretary:   David Turner  

Family Workers:  Courtney Heyden, Pymble, 0402 644633 

Nicola Robinson, Gordon, 0417 496390 

Office Managers:   Natasha Radley, Pymble (9 – 3, Mon, Tues & Thurs)  

     (02) 9983 9879, office@pymble.unitingchurch.org.au 

     Nicola Robinson, Gordon (9.30-1pm, Mon – Fri)  

     (02) 9498 6729, info@guc.org.au, nicola@guc.org.au 

The Highway Centre Office, on the corner of the Pacific Highway & Cecil Street, 

Gordon NSW 2072, is open 9.30am to 1.00pm Monday to Friday. 

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES: A combined Holy Communion service is 

celebrated on the 1
st
 Sunday of each month at 9.30 am. This service rotates 

between Gordon and Pymble churches. On other Sundays services are held at 

Pymble at 9.00am and at Gordon at 10.30 am.  

MESSY CHURCH: 1
st
 Saturday each month, 4.30 – 6.30 pm  

WHAT’S ON AT GORDON PYMBLE UNITING CHURCH: 

For details of events and programs, see pages 27 - 35. 
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SYDNEY COVENANT UNITING CHURCH 
 

 
We are a Spiritual Church, a Healthy 

Church and a Growing Church. 

 

Minister of the Word:  

Rev Sunil Jeong 

Email: covenant95@gmail.com 

Please join us! 
SCUC & GPUC are joining together to celebrate 

Chuseok "추석" on Saturday 14 September. 

Chuseok is a full moon harvest festival 

celebration. 

The Chuseok celebration will be held at Gordon 

Church Saturday 14
th

 September, 5-30 for 6pm. 

Come and celebrate with us in a Korean Banquet 

followed by Aussie Desserts  

Entertainment included - music, dance and 

games.  

BYO wine and nibbles. 

Sign-up sheets will be available at both Gordon 

and Pymble churches. Adults $30; families with primary school children $60  

A fundraiser for SCUC, this is an opportunity for Korean and Aussie friends to 

celebrate together. For further info, please contact Lorraine Colvin 0433 511 377, 

Andrew Cripwell 0412 467 377 or Lyn Kwong kwongbl@gmail.com. Come and 

join us. It will be a great night. ◙  
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From the Minister’s Keyboard 
 

 The power of the future 
 

Some real-life scenarios… 

 

A friend of mine is drawing near to retirement 

from ministry, though it is unclear exactly when he 

will conclude. Together we discussed whether it 

was a good idea to provide a long or short notice 

of his retirement to the congregation. What do you think? 

 

Facing financial and membership decline, a congregation was debating whether 

they should close. They had been through a fair bit of discussion about the best 

way forward when a proposal to close in three years arose. But for many, three 

years suddenly seemed a long time. Why do you think they felt that way? 

 

Everyone agreed the CEO had been doing a great job. And then, out of the blue, 

he announced his departure in 6 months – plenty of time to find a successor and 

plan ahead, he mused. But soon after the announcement, he discovers the 

relationships around him begin to change. People are luke warm to his regular 

strategic plan updates and there seem to be conversations happening from which 

he is omitted. What has changed?  

 

In each of these scenarios the future is impacting the present. Something that has 

not yet come to pass is having an impact on people’s decisions and actions in the 

present. I guess it has always been so but these actual scenarios observed over the 

past few years have reminded me just how powerful the future really is.  

 

Our anticipated futures control and draw us forth in all sorts of ways. A hopeful 

future can keep us buoyant and focused; a negative one can fill us with dread. 

 

So what role does the expected future have on a congregation? Because of the 

significance of the future on our present actions, Presbyteries require every 

congregation to develop a Mission Plan – a document that sets out a course for a 

6 



chosen future. It is those dreams and plans that provide energy, hope and 

direction. They enable us to work towards a common goal and they draw us 

together in difficult times.  

 

Of course, such planning can become just words on paper. Our culture and habits 

developed over decades are sometimes resistant to the best plans for a new 

direction. (Consultants like to observe, “Culture eats strategy for breakfast.”) But 

if God is “doing a new thing”, as the Scriptures often observe, then congregations 

will do well to prepare and plan for a new future. For God is already there and 

calling us forward. 

 

After settling down in our new congregation, establishing a new structure and 

developing some systems, the next six months or so will see Gordon-Pymble UC 

do some dreaming and planning for our future. Where do we want to head? Where 

do we believe God is calling us? It is this future that will guide our present steps.  

 

Steve Aynsley 
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International Chemistry Olympiad 
William Liu and a team of three other high school students from Australia – Tom 

Harrison-Brown, Richard Huang and Joshua Lin - have won bronze medals at the 

51
st
 annual International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO), held in Paris from 21-30 

July. Students competed in both theoretical and experimental sections. 

William – or Will as he likes to be called – is best known to members of our 

Gordon-Pymble Congregation as the very pleasant young man who shares the 

organ playing at the Gordon church with his sister, Victoria. However, there is 

much more than this to Will.  

The Australian Olympiad Teams Announcement brochure said: “Will has always 

been passionate about chemistry, in particular organic chemistry, which is a 

creative science that explores organic synthesis through the manipulation and 

transformation of molecules. The endless possibilities within organic chemistry 

intrigue Will, who takes any opportunity to gain hands-on experience. Apart from 

science, he enjoys orienteering and is part of the Knox cadet unit, working with 

others in an outdoor environment. He plays the French horn, organ and piano, and 

has performed in several orchestras and bands. While intensely preparing for the 

upcoming IChO, Will is also working towards the Higher School Certificate, 

hoping to gain admission to his university of choice next year.”  

The IChO is part of an even 

larger Olympiad. On 24
th

 June 

this year at Parliament House, 

Canberra teams of senior high 

school students from across 

Australia were introduced as 

competitors in Biology, 

Chemistry, Earth Science, 

Informatics (the science of 

processing data for storage 

and retrieval), Mathematics 

and Physics. 

Photo: William Liu is presented with his Olympiad blazer at the Teams 

Announcement held at Parliament House, Canberra. 
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Will Liu with his proud parents, James and June, at Parliament House, Canberra. 

The Olympiad programs of the Australian Maths Trust and Australian Science 

Innovations reach thousands of talented students and involve hundreds of 

committed teachers and schools every year. 

Regarded as the ‘Olympic Games’ for science, informatics and mathematics 

students, the International Olympiads are held annually under the auspices of 

UNESCO. 

This year the different teams competed in different cities. The Chemistry 

competition was held in Paris and, before that, the Australian team spent two 

weeks together at Cambridge University in the UK, preparing for the competition. 

Will’s mother, June, reported that the team had to do the practical exam in 41 

degree heat on the 12
th

 floor of a building. After the Olympiad, Will and his co-

competitors got to do some sightseeing in Paris before returning home. 

Congratulations to Will, his co-competitors and all the others involved in a 

fabulous and demanding event! ◙ 
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Bernard’s Corner 
 A significant picture of our generation – a huge cruise 

ship slipping slowly into the Venetian lagoon, to offload 

two or three thousand passengers into St Mark’s Piazza. In 

one moment we see that grand old city, so delicately 

poised and graciously built, so vulnerable to rising sea 

levels, almost losing its own civic life in the crush. We also see this floating city, a 

triumph of human technology, with its water slides for children and a dozen bars, 

and the ever-increasing demand for classical locations where a hundred pictures in 

the smartphone will bore the family. We know an accident can happen. 

Is banality set to overcome beauty? Can we all have our holidays without 

wrecking the precious things we go to see? It is a matter of numbers. Venice has 

managed well for five hundred years of the tourist trade, but it is just this 

generation when the numbers have escalated to sites like the Taj Mahal, African 

wildlife parks, the Sistine Chapel or the queue up the last pitch on Everest. We are 

now about seven and a half billion, the dominating species, with rising 

expectations. Why shouldn’t that family from Shanghai have the good holidays 

that I have so much enjoyed?  Why not a shipload of eager Malaysians on the 

Antarctic ice? Or Kenyans to the Louvre? 

“God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase, fill the earth and 

subdue it,’’ so we read in Genesis. But that splendid old vision was said to be the 

word spoken to two individuals in an empty world. We have seen the increase 

happen – without a thought – in a vastly different context. We are just too 

successful. This points to a risk in taking the social teaching of the Bible as the 

moral law for ever without considering the setting in which it was written. For 

example, none of the biblical writers could have imagined the liberation of women 

from the mother/housewife limit of so many human societies into the sense of 

equality that we now enjoy. So they wrote in patriarchal terms. We don’t have to. 

Population increase may be at a turning point. While increase in Africa is rapid, in 

Japan and Russia there is decline,and in much of Europe barely positive.  Perhaps 

we will not reach the estimate of nine billion. Perhaps the Italian authorities will 

pluck up courage and keep the big cruise ships out of the lagoon. Perhaps we shall 

all learn how to live treading more lightly on the earth, cutting down less forest 

and wasting less water. Could that be the word of the Lord in the garden of this 

bruised blue planet? by Rev Bernard Thorogood   
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Farewell, Edith Bowtell 
By Rev Paul Swadling, Editor, Friend & Neighbour 

 
Edith’s 95

th
 Birthday Celebration at Gordon Uniting 

 

After a short illness, Edith Bowtell died in the San Hospital on the 22nd June. A funeral 

service was held for her at Gordon Uniting Church on the 27th June. 

Janet and I only met Edith for the first time in 2002 when we started attending (what 

was then) Gordon Uniting Church. Others of you, of course, have known Edith for 

much longer. Obviously family - but also friends. 

Of course, we got to know Edith - and 

Arthur - much better after we moved into 

the same unit block in 2010 when they 

became our next door neighbours.  

Over the last nine years Edith has been 

open, helpful and always friendly - not 

just to us, but to lots of other people as 

well. Many people at Gordon can tell 

stories about Edith’s care and generosity 

that go back long before our time here. 

When she was younger, Edith was a 

pivotal point in the life of Gordon 

Methodist Church and, later, Gordon Uniting Church.  

As a young woman, Edith was the organiser in the Ladies Fellowship; she was in charge 

of events; she was involved in Leisure and Learning; she made sandwiches; she made 
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tablecloths for cooking and entertaining. She was among the first people in the stitching 

group that met at Andrew and Mary’s place. And, knowing Edith, I’m sure she would 

also have been supporting, encouraging and assisting individuals and families with 

particular problems. 

Looking back, we can only be grateful for such an energetic, committed and involved 

provider of love, comfort and support.  

All of this was born out of Edith’s faith in 

Jesus’ teaching and her belief in the 

importance of human relationships. 

One of the products of Edith’s faith was an 

approach to people which was encouraging, 

beautiful and helpful - to her as well as to those 

whom she met. In her faith Edith found the 

freedom to obey God and, with that freedom, 

she found a profound blessing. And the 

blessing she found she shared with others.  

Edith always wanted to know what was going 

on - in the church, the shopping centre, the 

neighbourhood, among friends and family. 

And she remembered it all. Edith had a truly 

remarkable memory. 

She also had a great sense of fun. I would tease her and she would bounce right back 

with humour and have a go at me. On the day we drove her to the San, I said to her, “I 

know… You’re going to the hospital because you prefer the company there.” Straight 

away, she said, “Yes, it’s because people listen to me there - more than they do here.” 

At our Anzac Day Remembrance Service I helped Edith walk to the back of the church, 

pick up the wreath and carry it to the front of the church. 

Robyn tells me that Edith said to her, “It was just like my wedding all over again. I was 

so happy.” (Chuckle, chuckle!) 

Edith was a lovely person and we will all miss her… as a member of our church, as a 

loving friend, as a family member, as a voice of love, laughter and wisdom. 

Go gently on your voyage, beloved. 

Slip away with the ebb tide, 

rejoice in a new sunrise. 

May the moon make a path across the sea for you, 

the Son provide a welcome. 

May the earth receive you and the fire cleanse you 

as you go from our love 

into the presence of love’s completeness. (from the Iona Community) 
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Gordon Community Garden Report 
The Story so far: 

A community garden was envisaged as an activity of the Community Centre a 

couple of years ago, and we received advice from a member of the Turramurra 

Community Garden that our site would be suitable for a small garden in the area 

beyond the carpark in the corner of the church property. 

Paul Haga (TAFE), Nicola, Bryony Glidd (TAFE), 

Sue, Lesley Burt (Uniting Ability Links) at the site  

Chris Hudson, a resident of Lourdes Retirement Village let us know of community 

grants available from Stockland, and we applied for and received a grant of $990 

to establish a community garden.   

Last year, Lesley Burt, a Linker with Uniting Ability Links, who had rented rooms 

at the church, made us aware of other grants that may help us with any projects 

that we wanted to pursue.   

As a church, there are various reasons why we have chosen to provide a 

community garden, such as: 

 To build relationships with and across the local community 

 To make responsible and creative use of church land 

 To care for God’s creation in a hands-on practical way 

 To serve and equip the needy and marginalised people in the community, 

such as those who are isolated, unemployed and/or facing food insecurity 

 To build relationships across generations and cultures 

 To invigorate the church’s mission, purpose and profile 

 To provide an opportunity for spiritual contemplation  

 To provide an opportunity for healing (physical, mental, spiritual) 

 To create a space where events can take place 

 To provide opportunities for education and learning new skills 
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Community Benefits: 

Research has shown there are considerable benefits in having a community garden 

such as: 

 Physical and mental health benefits from increased access to and 

consumption of fresh food, exercise, close contact with natural processes and 

participation in community activities; 

 Enhanced community networks, reduced social isolation, and strengthened 

relationships across diversity; 

 Cross-cultural learning and sharing; 

 Environmental education, habitat for wildlife, and green spaces in urban 

areas; 

 Reduced crime and vandalism 

A vision for the Community Garden: 

We are developing a vision for the community garden to enable us: 

 To offer a TAFE course accessible to people seeking employment skills, to 

construct the garden and seating in the back lawn area of the church; 

 To grow vegetables, herbs, plants which may be used in the kitchen of the 

church for regular use or at special events; 

 To offer access to the garden to residents living in the local area as a 

community resource, and to families attending Playgroups, etc. 

Linking with TAFE: 

Through Lesley Burt’s introductions, we have met with Bryony Gliddon, Head 

Teacher, St. Leonards and Hornsby TAFE, Career Pathways and Employability 

Skills.  The following plan has been implemented and carried out: 

A Horticulture program in Term 2 at Gordon Uniting Church as discussed last 

year.  This has comprised a seven-week program in Term 2 with the view for this 

to continue throughout the course of 2019, with a cohort of seven students. 

Paul Hagan, Horticulture teacher at TAFE, viewed the site in March 2019..  He is 

enthusiastic and supportive of the potential of the course.   

The course commenced in May 2019, and the term finished on 21 June 2019, with 

certificates of completion being awarded to the students.  The students attended 

the site each Friday from 9.30 am to 2.30 pm.  They engaged with the participants 

at the Community Centre at morning tea and at lunch, raising awareness of the 

garden.  A list was made available for people to write down what plants they 

would like to see planted in the garden. 
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Total Cost to date: 

The funds expended to date for the garden materials total $885.33.  There is 

further expense to be added to this total as more plants and materials will be 

purchased in the coming weeks, and it is envisaged that the total will exceed the 

grant of $990. 

Thanks and appreciation: 

We wish to record our thanks and appreciation to Stockland for this grant which 

has enabled us to build the Community Garden, which will be an asset for the 

community for many years to come.  The back yard of the church property is used 

by playgroups and their families, as well as providing an open and welcoming 

space for families who live in the apartment blocks in the streets around the 

church. ◙ 

 

Birthday Celebration for Rev Bernard Thorogood, 
Monday 15 July. Happy birthday, Bernard! 
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WINTER SUN by Rev Bernard Thorogood 

 

The sun is as slow to get up as I am,                                                                                                                           

hugging the doona of cloud.                                                                                                                                         

Old age and winter are unhappy partners                                                                                                                 

as I wriggle into layers of wool.                                                                                                                                   

There’s a wintry smile on Putin                                                                                                                                    

and a chill breeze from Beijing.                                                                                                                                   

Cold war, we used to say,                                                                                                                                              

the winter of our uncertainty. 

But how some enjoy this time,                                                                                                                                   

off to the high country snow,                                                                                                                                       

ballooned into orange Michelins,                                                                                                                                 

they slip and slide and glide and swish                                                                                                                        

or speed on ice.                                                                                                                                                               

It’s a chilly season for faith,                                                                                                                                        

with cracks in the basement,                                                                                                                                       

and a leaning too far left or right,                                                                                                                               

moments of doubt on my mind’s thin ice.                             

Built on rock, no winter storm                                                                                                                                      

can shatter the stronghold.                                                                                                                                            

The sun is up, life in midwinter,                                                                                                                                   

our prophet of spring.    

But, Lord, you know that I love you.                                                                                                                             

Feed my sheep. 
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A day with John Bell 
On Thursday, 20 May, Heather 

McMaster, Janet Scott, David 

and I travelled up the M1 to 

Adamstown UC for the eagerly 

anticipated workshop day with 

John Bell, hymn writer and 

member of the Iona community.  

Since 1938 the Iona Community 

has provided a place of 

pilgrimage and has pioneered ecumenism, social justice, healing, and 

reconciliation on this wee island off the west coast of Scotland. John, himself, is 

committed to pioneering a renewal of worship in churches. 

The two workshops we attended gave us the opportunity to sit, listen to stories 

(told in John’s broad Scottish accent), sing, and learn. 

The first session – Jesus, Justice, Joy – centred on songs based on the psalms – not 

just as songs of praise, but John led us to appreciate the psalms as giving us a 

language for lament. 

In the second session – Sing with the World – John introduced us to a selection of 

songs from the three continents, the Americas, Europe and from Africa – songs 

which are sung in churches throughout the globe. 

John’s stories, songs and piano playing all inspired and challenged us to care for 

each other, to care for God’s world and to look at our world and the people in it as 

Jesus would see them. 

We came away with songs and music in our ears and our hearts, and our thanks to 

Adamstown Uniting Church for their warm hospitality. 

We hope we will be able to introduce some of the songs in our worship here at 

Gordon-Pymble.     

A verse from one of the songs we sang at the Workshop: 

A house where you belong 

founded on spirit, built with song 

where mind and body, sand and stone 

come to their own – 

this is a solid space, 

a place in which we feel God’s firm embrace. 

 

Sue Conde 
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2019 NSW/ACT SYNOD MEETING 
The final day of Synod 2019 brought a close to a jam-packed three days that 

looked at how we can be the Living Church. 

 

Key Decisions 

Day three came with key decisions the first deciding to develop and implement a 

Synod-wide Climate Action Strategy. The Synod has also agreed to work towards 

a new formation process and the Synod approved a new Growth Strategy. 

Bible Study 

UTC Principal Rev. Peter Walker gave his final Bible Study of Synod 2019 titled, 

‘The Identity of the Living Church – Philippians 2:1-13’. 

“Our calling is to bear witness to Jesus Christ who, in his own strange way, 

constitutes, rules, and renews his Church. Then, by his grace, we become the 

living church,” said Rev. Walker. 

Urban Spirituality 

Guest speaker, minister and Lecturer in Missional Studies at Morling College, 

Karina Kreminski, addressed Synod urging congregations to re-engage with the 

local community as we live out God’s mission in the neighbourhood. 

“When we embody the gospel locally, only then will people begin to see the 

church as a place of refuge, transformation, peace and beauty in our world,” said 

Dr Kreminski. 

The Synod has agreed to a proposal to listen to the 2017 Statement from the Heart 

made at Uluru and commends the statement to congregations, presbyteries, and 

agencies. 
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It urges the NSW and ACT governments to “establish a process of agreement 

making between those governments and First Nations, and provide a means for 

truth-telling about the history of Australia’s first peoples.” 

It also urges the Federal Government to implement a First Nations Voice to 

Parliament, enshrined in the constitution so as to “empower First Peoples to have a 

greater say in policy and legislation which governs their affairs.” 

Rev. Dr Amelia Koh Butler and Rev. Dr John Squires spoke to the proposal.  

Growth 

The 2019 Synod meeting has adopted a proposal to organise the church to 

prioritise growth. 

The wide ranging proposal aims to facilitate the Uniting Church to grow in a 

number of ways, “to prioritise, promote, and enable growth in discipleship, in 

relationship, in number, and in impact.” 

It “would seek ways to focus on growing the impact being made by our hundreds 

of congregations in NSW/ACT in their local communities.  

“We suggest that we have a strong track-record to leverage, coverage in 

communities right across our territory and state that can legitimise our voice in the 

public sphere, and an approach to the way we go about things that is warmly 

received by the wider Australian community.” 

The proposal was sent to discernment groups and discussed on the floor of Synod. 

Synod members asked questions about the wording of the proposal, the 

theological underpinning, and how congregations might be supported. 

The proposal was introduced on the first day of the Synod meeting by NSW ACT 
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General Secretary Rev. Jane Fry, Georges River Presbytery’s Rev. Tammy 

Holland, Sydney Presbytery’s Rev. Kent Crawford, Parramatta Nepean 

Presbytery’s Rev. Dr Rob McFarlane and Geoff Stevenson, and UME’s David 

Cornford. 

Saltbush 

The newly appointed Scattered Community Minister, Rev. Geoff Wellington gave 

an update on Saltbush, an initiative focused on revitalising rural ministry in small 

congregations across NSW/ACT Synod. 

Rev. Wellington also announced the launch of the new Saltbush website and the 

upcoming app. 

Pulse 

Pulse Team Lead Rev. Karen Mitchell Lambert and Pulse Field Worker Joyce 

Tangi presented a report to Synod on their ongoing mission to grow vital 

communities where emerging generations can thrive. 

Both began work in the Pulse team at the beginning of the year. In the last six 

months they have been travelling across the Synod meeting with Presbyteries, 

culturally diverse communities, UAICC, UCA chaplains and congregations 

discussing how the Church can assist emerging faith generations. 

The Pulse Team will also be employing two additional Field Workers, as Pulse 

moves into its next phase which includes, developing support networks for 

discipleship and mission, create resources and support, develop and train leaders. 

Workshops 

Synod attendees took part in several practical workshop sessions that were tailored 

to equip and empower Congregations and Presbytery representatives. 

The workshops included: 

• Living Church, Growing Church, Welcoming Church 

• Enabling Mission in Your Context 

• Living Church: Growing Young led by the Pulse Team 

• Advocacy as Mission Together led by Uniting, UME and Sydney Alliance 

• Cultivating Leadership for Mission, Ministry and Discipleship 

• What to Communicate and How- A Synod and Presbytery Perspective 

Elections 

A new Synod Standing Committee (SSC) has been elected.  

The Moderator, Rev Simon Hansford, was elected for a further three years. ◙ 
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The 25th Anniversary of the UCA’s 
Covenant with our First Peoples 
 

 

Twenty-five years ago the Uniting Church in Australia formalised our 

commitment to walk together in solidarity with the First Peoples of the Uniting 

Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (UAICC) by enacting the Covenant 

statement. 

On Sunday 10 July, 1994, the Covenant Statement was read by then President of 

the Uniting Church Assembly, Dr Jill Tabart, to the Chairperson, the Uniting 

Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress, Ps Bill Hollingsworth. 

As we marked the anniversary in NAIDOC Week 2019, President of the Uniting 

Church in Australia Assembly, Dr Deidre Palmer, and President of the Uniting 

Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress, Rev Garry Dronfield, reaffirmed the 

commitment to be in covenant. 

“We renew our commitment to walk together with our Congress brothers and 

sisters towards a nation where First Peoples are celebrated at the centre of what it 

means to be Australian,” said Dr Palmer. 

“We continue to grieve and lament the dispossession, and ongoing injustice for 

First Peoples.” 

“We continue to seek to journey together in the Spirit of Christ and acknowledge 

that we are still on a journey of learning what it means to be bound to one another 

in a covenant.”  
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“Walking together means at times putting the interests of the other ahead of our 

own. It is a particular challenge for us as Second Peoples to preference the needs 

of First Peoples, thereby enabling justice, equity and healing to be realised in the 

relationship.” 

The Uniting Church has affirmed the Statement from the Heart and its call for 

Voice, Treaty and Truth - the 2019 NAIDOC theme. 

“In living out our covenantal relationship, we will advocate for First Australians to 

be given a Voice,” said Dr Palmer. “We seek to be a healing community which 

fosters truth telling, and we support the treaty negotiations of First Nations 

Peoples with various governments.” 

Rev. Dronfield is a member of the Sovereignty Affirmation Task Group (SATG) 

established to work through the implications of the 15th Assembly’s 2018 

decision to recognise the Sovereignty of Aboriginal and Islander Peoples. For their 

work, they have developed the understanding that ‘Covenanting is the relationship 

that shapes how we have conversations about sovereignty and its implications.’ 

 

Rev. Dronfield said, “It all comes down to relationships. The need to commit to 

the relationship, to invest in it, and spend time with one another, to grow the 

relationship.” 

“As the community of Christ this is not foreign to us, this is the way a loving 

community is able to nurture one another.” 

The years between UAICC formation in 1985 and the 1994 Covenant enactment 

were a time of healing and a growing relationship. 

This covenantal relationship was represented beyond the words exchanged 

through the presentation of a sacred painting (next page). 

Dr Palmer and Rev Dronfield gave thanks for those who began to walk together, 

in solidarity and covenant, so many years ago. 

 

UCA resolutions about recognition and treaty with First Nations Peoples 

In 1988 the Assembly resolved: 

88.22.22. d. To support efforts to work beyond the concept of the compact 

proposed by the Australian Government towards a form of treaty – that is an 

enforceable agreement obtained through formal and full negotiation between 

Aboriginal political structures and those of the wider Australian community, an 

agreement which Aboriginal people can use to protect their interests. 
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In 2000 we resolved: 

00.11.02.b. To endorse the idea of a legislated process of negotiation between the 

leaders of the Indigenous and non-Indigenous people of Australia towards a 

formal agreement dealing with the ‘unfinished business’ of the Council for 

Aboriginal Reconciliation’s process of reconciliation. 

In 2015 we resolved to: 

15.22.02.b. Continue to support Recognition as long as the form of recognition 

offered can be seen as a step towards and not a blockage to the larger issues of 

sovereignty and treaty, 

c. Commit to work with Congress to educate membership of the Church about the 

need for a treaty. 

In 2017 a UAICC National Executive Meeting endorsed the Statement from 

the Heart. 

The Statement from the Heart includes this paragraph: 

“We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of agreement-making 

between governments and First Nations and truth-telling about our history.” ◙ 
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What is hell, exactly? We might joke itʼs 

other people, but the Bible has a more 

complicated answer. 
Robyn J. Whitaker, April 18, 2019  

This is the first in a two-part series on heaven and hell by Bible scholar Robyn Whitaker. 

“This is hell” we might proclaim, midway through a boot camp session or a 

punishing work deadline. We donʼt, of course, mean we are literally in a place of 

eternal torment, nor standing in a lake of fire. 

Hell continues to be invoked in all sorts of ways, by Christians and non- 

believers alike, with Dante and Hieronymus Bosch, among others, fanning the 

flames of our collective imagination. 

 

Considered by some as a swear word, hell can be used to threaten eternal 

damnation or, more colloquially, to add colour to an exclamation. But do we even 

know what we mean by the term? And where does this so-called Christian idea 

even come from? 

The Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament) uses the word Sheol to describe the realm 

of the dead. Sometimes described as a pit and imagined to be a literal place under 

the earth, Sheol is where the dead – all of them, good and bad – are understood 

to go when they die. At times, Sheol is used poetically to relay the sense of tragedy 

associated with death. Sheol was not, however, associated with firey torment, nor 

is it a place of punishment. 

That idea comes later. 
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In the New Testament, ‘hell’ is referred to by various terms: Gehenna, Hades, 

Tartarus, or the Abyss. Gehenna was a valley in or near Jerusalem. One popular 

theory is that it was the site of a perpetually burning rubbish dump (fire being the 

ultimate decontaminate in antiquity) and thus served as a metaphor for a site of 

purification. But there is little historical evidence for this theory. 

The more likely reason for Gehennaʼs association with ‘hell’ lies in the memory, 

preserved in the Hebrew Bible, that this was where people burned their children 

as human sacrifices to the gods. Hence, Gehenna became synonymous with 

wickedness, fire, and death. 

The term Hades comes from Greek culture. Initially used as a name for the god who 

had dominion over the realm of the dead and then later for the place itself, it was a 

place where all dead people resided. Homerʼs Odyssey famously describes Hades 

as a place across a river at the end of the world, requiring a guide and long journey 

for the restless soul. In the Iliad, it is a murky, damp place. In Greek poetry, Tartarus 

is simply another name for Hades. 

The writers of the New Testament, influenced by both Greek and Jewish cultures, 

incorporated Hades, Gehenna, Sheol, ideas of the Abyss, and other traditions 

into their conceptions of the realm of the dead. They write in a time when 

literary tours of hell and stories about the fate of lives after death were common. 

Most English Bibles translate Hades, Gehenna, and Sheol with the generic term 

‘hell’, leaving readers unaware of the nuances and distinct terms in use. 

The innovation of Second Temple Judaism and early Christianity was belief in a 

resurrection and with it the idea that after death some go to a place of reward and 

rest, while others are assigned a place of punishment for their bad deeds. 

The religious text 1 Enoch 22 describes a Hades-like, watery place where the dead 

rest until they can be evaluated and judged. Similar images emerge in 

Christianity. The book of Revelation depicts a scene of final judgement where all 

the dead are raised to give an account of their actions, with some sentenced to a 

second death along with all evil (such as Satan) and others to eternal life. 

It should be noted that these are poetic and highly symbolic apocalyptic texts 

whose purpose is primarily to persuade people to stay faithful to their God, not 

to set out a precise agenda for the afterlife. 
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The afterlife, in all its forms, is rarely related to correct belief but is rather about 

oneʼs actions and behaviour. Hence, vivid descriptions of ‘hell’ emerge within 

the pages of the Bible and in early Christianity as a means of moral formation 

designed, as Meghan Henning has argued, to persuade people to act ethically. 

For example, Lukeʼs gospel tells the story of a very wealthy man who lived 

lavishly and ignored a poor man, Lazarus, who begged outside his gate. In Jesusʼ 

parable, both men die but their situations are shockingly reversed in the afterlife. 

The poor man finally has enough to eat and his bodily sores are healed up, whereas 

the rich man now suffers, crying out for a drink of water and begging for mercy. 

Similarly, some Christians invoke hell to persuade individuals to repent of their 

sins. Such rhetoric is from a different time and place, when scaring people into faith 

seemed like a good idea. Likewise, many ancient Greek texts also depict tours of 

hell intended to confront readers with ethical questions and educate them about 

morality. TV shows like The Good Place continue to toy with this anxiety: that 

one earns a place in either heaven or hell based on oneʼs ethical deeds in life. 

One challenge to the idea of hell as a literal place comes from the Bible itself. Parts 

of the New Testament record that when Jesus died on the cross he descended into 

the realm of the dead. 

These fleeting references were preserved in ancient Christian creeds. Medieval 

Christians called Jesusʼ descent to the dead the “harrowing of hell”. The theology 

behind it is that even the realm of the dead (hell) and death itself have been 

transformed by God. 

It begs the question - does hell continue to exist? Many Christians today would say 

no. Others claim an ongoing belief in a literal place of eternal punishment, which 

raises a different theological question: what kind of God do you believe in to think 

God consigns people to eternal torment? 

Hell is complicated precisely because it is a term used to denote a cluster of 

diverse ideas in the biblical tradition. Notions of a fiery place of torment, 

however, are more influenced by later medieval art, literature and Hollywood 

movies than they are by the biblical tradition or Christian theology. ◙ 
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What’s on at Gordon Pymble Uniting Church? 

Playgroups @ both centres  
Mondays 10am and Thursdays 12.30pm @ Pymble in 

term time. Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9.30am @ 

Gordon in term time. Special Baby Group  11.30am@ 

Pymble on Mondays. 

All children, parents and/or grandparents/carers are 

welcome. 2019 fees are $50 per term for one session 

per week, $80 per term for two sessions per week, $7 casual rate for one session 

per week or $10 casual rate for two sessions per week. Call Nicola Robinson 

(Gordon) on 0417 496390 or Courtney Heydon (Pymble) on 0402 644633. 

 

Bible Study Group @ Gordon 
Thursday mornings in term time in the Library (room 5). We 

use With Love to the World bible reading guide as a basis for 

our studies. New members are very welcome. For more 

information, please call David or Sue Conde on 9449 2107. 

 

Book Club @ Gordon 
The Book Club meets on the first Monday of the month 

at the home of Peter Norman and Lyn McLennan, 45 

Cecil St, Gordon. New members are always welcome. 

The group has chosen ‘The Chemistry of Tears’ by 

Peter Carey for their current discussions. For more 

information, please call Peter or Lyn on 9498 8702. 
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The Luncheon Group 
The luncheon group meets on the first Thursday 

of every month at a member’s home. Everyone is 

welcome. Bring a light lunch and enjoy the 

hospitality of the group and discussion of the 

members. We often have an interesting speaker. 

The next lunch will be on the 21
st
 February. If you would like to join us, please 

phone Janet – 9449 2024 or Sue – 9449 2107 and we will let you know the venue.  

Yak and Yarn  

This fellowship group meets on the last Friday of the month 

at Munchies Deli, West Pymble. So far, three new members 

have joined from the Gordon site. For more information, 

please call Judy Gill on 9488 7678. 

  

 

Messy Church @ Gordon 
Held 4.30 – 6.30pm on the on the first 

Saturday of each month, Messy Church 

caters for families with young children. 

However, everyone is welcome. 

We are looking for volunteers who can go on 

a roster to help out in a variety of ways. Cook 

a meal, help set up and/or clear away, prepare a craft. Please contact Nicola if you 

would like to help. Phone 0417496390 or email 

nicola@guc.org.au. 

Coffee Connections  
You are welcome in the Marshall Hall at Pymble. Coffee 

Connections includes an interesting talk & a ‘Think Link’ 

prepared by Rev Steve Aynsley or Rev Dr Bernard 

Thorogood. We don’t talk religion or politics, but almost 

anything else goes.  

10:30am Think Link; 10:45am Coffee & Chat; 11:15 -12 noon Speaker 

We meet on four Thursdays in each school term. For more info, please call John 

via the Pymble office on 9983 9879. 
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Book Club @ Pymble 
Meeting on the first Monday of each month at 8pm, 

this is a gathering of wonderful women around a 

book – usually a contemporary novel or a biography. 

The meetings are held in members’ homes. For 

further info, please contact Linda on 9983 9341.  

Friendship Circle  
The Friendship Circle is a group of spirited women who 

arrange interesting speakers (often themselves) and meet on the 

3
rd

 Monday of the month at 10.15am.  

All women are welcome. 

For more info, please contact Lorraine on 9498 1604. 

1st Wednesday Coffee Club  
Just as spirited a group as the Friendship Circle, but with a 

little more experience on their side, the 1
st
 Wednesday 

Coffee Club meets on the 1
st
 Wednesday of each month at 

10.30 am.For further info, ontact Nan on 9498 2065.  

Stitching Group 
A mutually supportive group of folk who love to stitch and 

chat. This group meets at 7.30pm on Thursday in the Gordon 

Churchs. Some knit squares for Wrap with Love. Contact Beth 

on 9888 2420 or bbunyan36@outlook.com. 

 

Heart and Mind  
This is a monthly discussion group that explores life by reading a 

book in depth and using it as a basis for conversation. 

Meeting the third Sunday of each month at 6pm in a local home, 

this group has a variety of ages. Contact Heather on 9449 7810. 

Golf Days  
Four times a year on a Saturday morning, a range 

of people from the church and beyond enjoy a 

round of golf. From hackers to the experienced, our 

focus is on enjoyment and fellowship. If you’ve 

never scored a hole in one. You’re still welcome! 

For further info, contact Peter on 0419 268283.  
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Uniting Gordon Community Centre 

 

2019 FRIDAY PROGRAMS 
Join us from 9.00am to 1.30pm for Current Affairs, Watercolour Painting, 

Computers and iPads, Mahjong, Wrap with Love, Step by Step Walking and 

more… at Gordon Uniting Church, 18 Cecil Street, Gordon. 

We are grateful to all our wonderful volunteer group leaders who help make 

Uniting Gordon Community Centre such a terrific place of companionship, 

achievement, ardent discussion and great fun. Thank you! 

Welcome to Term 3: 26 July to 20 September, 2019.  

Why not invite your friends to join us on any or all of these Fridays? They would 

be more than welcome. And, as the old saying goes, the more the merrier!! 

Enquiries:  Sue Conde – 9498 6729 or sue@guc.org.au Website: www.guc.org.au 

Please feel free to come along weekly or for the whole term. We’d love to see you 

any time. And don’t worry. We’ll help find the right group for you. ◙ 

Enrolment Fees for Term 3 
Friday 3 May to Friday 28 June, 2019: 

$55 for one or more classes, including Watercolour Painting &  

all Other Classes & Groups.  

Casual Rate for all classes: $8 per week 

Special rate for 2 people from same household: $75 per term 

Morning tea is available each Friday from 10.00 am 
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TERM 3: 26 July to 20 September, 2019 
Each Friday over nine weeks 

 

Time Class or Group Tutor/s Class Location 

9.00-10.00 Step by Step   

Walking Group 

Roslyn 

Rossettin 

Meet in car park 

9.00-10.00 Computers & iPads 

for Beginners 

Bruce Kwong Stage in Hall 

9.30-12.30 Watercolour Painting 

& Drawing 

Jeanie 

Atkinson 

Red Room 

10.00-10.30 Morning tea served  Kitchen servery 

10.00-12.30 Knitting group - Wrap 

with Love 

Rosemary  

Watson 
Red Room 

10.15-11.15 Current Affairs Paul Swadling Main Hall 

10.00-12.30 Mahjong Shirley Morley Room 3 

10.00-12.30 Needlecraft* 
Lesley 

Meldrum 

Library 

10.15-11.15 
Computers – Special 

Program each term 
Bruce Kwong 

Stage in Hall 

11.30-12.30 Computers - 

Troubleshooting 
Bruce Kwong Stage in Hall 

11.30-12.30 Conversations in the 

Hall 
Christopher 

Hudson 

Courtyard or 

Main Hall 

From 12.30pm Lunch in the Hall Bruce & Ro 

Watson 

Courtyard or 

Red Room 

 

# Classes are subject to alteration. 

Looking Ahead:  
Term 4: 18 October – 6 December  (8 weeks) 
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Join us for a BBQ Lunch On 

Fridays 

 
12.30 pm each Friday in term time 

Friday’s BBQ lunch is a great deal for you and a fundraiser for the 

Community Centre. Come and join us for a Sausage Sanga or Soup and 

Fresh Bread, including dessert and a glass of wine, only $7.  
 

 

Limited Parking on Fridays 
We are sorry that we can offer only limited parking on Friday mornings.  Please 

remember that you need a ‘parking permit’ to park in the carpark – see Sue – and 

display your permit on the dashboard of your car. 
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SPECIAL EVENTS IN THE 3RD TERM 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
JACARANDA CONCERT 

An afternoon of light classical and popular music 

at Gordon Uniting Church 
SUNDAY, 10TH NOVEMBER, 2019 

at 3.30 pm 
followed by a delicious and elegant High Tea 

 

 

 

GPUC & SCUC are joining together to 

celebrate Chuseok "추석" on Saturday 14 

September. 

 

For details, see page 5. 
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Come and Join us for our Mega 
Community Knit-In 

We invite you to come along and bring your friends to our annual 

Wrap with Love Knit-In on Friday, 23 August at the Uniting Gordon 

Community Centre, 18 Cecil Street (corner of the Pacific Hwy), 

Gordon, from 10 am.  There will be plenty of tea and coffee, chatter, 

wool and needles.  We look forward to welcoming you and your 

friends – invite others to come along to make this a real community 

event.   RSVP to info@gpuc.org.au or 9498 6729. 

  

 

Wrap with Love 

 

Community Knit-In 

 

Friday, 23 August 

 

From 10 am 

Delicious morning 

tea provided 

 

Uniting Gordon 

Community Centre 

18 Cecil Street 

Gordon 2072 

 

 

UGCC 

18 Cecil Street, Gordon 
(cnr Pacific Hwy) 2072 

www.guc.org.au 

Phone:  9498 6729 

Email:  info@gpuc.org.au 
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Uniting Gordon Community Centre 
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