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#SaferAtHome 

  
Hundreds of vulnerable asylum seekers around the country and on Manus and Nauru 
are at high risk of contracting COVID-19, due to their inability to physically isolate. From 
little Isabella in a Melbourne detention centre to those held in cramped hotel rooms in 
Melbourne and Brisbane, most refugees and stateless people have one or more health 
conditions which could make COVID-19 fatal.  All it would take is for one infected 
detention staff member to come to work to expose people in detention to that risk – 
which has already occurred with a confirmed diagnosis in Brisbane in March. 
  
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists and the Australian 
Human Rights Commission have called on the government to urgently release refugees 
and stateless persons from detention as part of the public health response to COVID-
19.  Human Rights for All are running the #SaferFromHome campaign through our 
petition on Change.org.au, which has been signed by over 50,000 people, to push the 
government to release people to the community to ensure their health and safety. 
  

 
Sultan and Nassar find freedom in Bondi 

  
“Sultan” and “Nassar”, in a relationship for 17 years, fled Saudi Arabia in September 
2019 after the Saudi government threatened to out them as gay and issuing a police 
summons. Arriving in Sydney on valid tourist visas, they were detained in Sydney for 



 

the act of seeking asylum.  They were detained for two months, despite the known 
risks to LGBTIQ people in detention, and the government’s awareness of their 
professions of journalist and cameraman. Finally in December, the two were able to 
reclaim their freedom and are now living peacefully together in Bondi. Read morehere. 
  

 

 
10 years of detention 

  
A very significant decision was handed down on Christmas Eve in relation to one of our 
clients.  Referred to as BAL19 (his case number), our client has been detained since 
2010 after arriving from Sri Lanka, where he was born legally blind and traumatised by 
violent beatings, exacerbating existing mental health conditions.  Both his physical and 
his mental health had deteriorated over the last ten years.  Justice Rares ruled that the 
Minister did not use the correct “character” test in his decision to not grant BAL19 a 
visa, and quashed the Minister’s decision to not grant the visa.  This means that 
anyone who has been refused a visa on character grounds in relation to section 501 of 
the Migration Act can now challenge the Minister’s decision. 
Further, BAL19 was released earlier this year and has been reunited with family in the 
community. 
  

 

 
Successful Submission to the United Nations Working Group on 

Arbitrary Detention 
  

Human Rights for All  received confirmation from the Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention in January, that the United Nations has found the detention of our client Mr 
Jaffarie to be indefinite and arbitrary, re-iterating to the Australian government “seeking 
asylum is not a criminal act”.  This is the 10th opinion that the WGAD has handed 
down on one of our cases.  The WGAD was due to visit Australia in this March, but due 
to travel restrictions in place during the pandemic, this has now been postponed. 
  

 
Statelessness 



 

  
Human Rights for All continues to be focused on statelessness, and has a growing 
number of clients in detention who are stateless.  Unlike other developed nations, 
Australia does not have a legal regime to protect the human rights of stateless 
people.  As such, those who are stateless are at risk of lengthy and open-ended 
detention.  HR4A has, for example, asked the Government what it plans to do with our 
client, Ahmad, a stateless Kurd.  Their response is that he is on a removals 
pathway.  To where? we ask.  There is no answer. 
  
It is time we get answers, and the gap in Australia’s legal system relating to the 
protection of stateless people is filled. 
  

 

 
Our new Website! 

  
Human Rights For All has a brand new look, and a new website to go with it!  Come 
and visit us, read about our successes, some of our recent and current cases, and how 
you can help us achieve our goal of Liberty First. 
  

 
Zakat – a time to support Community 

  
As Ramadan commences, the Islamic community reflects on its faith, and gives thanks 
by giving back to those less fortunate.  Human Rights for All works tirelessly for the 
freedom of refugees and asylum seekers from Syria, Iran, Iraq, Palestine, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Sudan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and many other countries who are held 
indefinitely in detention, without any immediate hope of freedom or uniting with their 
families.  
  
If you would like to include us in your Zakat giving, any donation or Zakat contribution 
over $2 is tax deductible.  You can donate in the following ways: 
  
Visit our website to donate online – www.hr4a.com.au 
  
Donate via bank transfer: 



 

Account name: Human Rights For All 
BSB: 082-057 
Account number: 36-732-6058 
  
Contact us at: communications@hr4a.com.au 
  
Your support, as always, is greatly appreciated.  
  
The team at Human Rights for All would like to wish all in the Muslim community 
Ramadan Kareem, and good health to all our supporters in these strange and 
uncertain times. 
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